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The Aztecs, known also as the Mexica, flourished in central Mexico between 1325 and 1521. Their shimmering city, built on a 

lake, lay at the heart of a vast empire.  Military might was accompanied by exceptional developments in art and architecture.   

The Aztecs have often been described as warlike and bloodthirsty, yet their creative achievements were breathtaking: these 

included exquisite gold objects, fine ceramics, monumental stone sculpture, turquoise mosaics, feather work, and precious 

pictorial manuscripts.   

Despite the devastation that marked the Spanish Conquest of 1521, many Aztec skills and beliefs still survive among their 

descendants.  
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