
THE ARTS SOCIETY- BLACKWATER 
Visit to Hemingford Grey- Manor 

House and Garden Wednesday 17th 
June 2020 

 

Hemingford Grey Manor is one of the oldest continuously inhabited houses in Britain, built circa 
1130. Most of the Norman house remains virtually intact despite various changes over nine 
centuries. The house and garden became famous during the occupancy of Lucy Boston when she 
used them as the settings for her GREEN KNOWE series of six books in the 1940’s. She was also 
a talented artist and many of her exquisite patchworks are displayed here. NB THESE ARE 

UPSTAIRS AND NO LIFT. 

Added to this she laid out the garden, creating the topiary coronation and chess pieces. There are 
also collections of old roses, irises, old-fashioned as well as unusual herbaceous borders. 
The hour long guided tours of the house are usually by a member of the Boston family. As the 
house is relatively small we plan to have two groups of 17.Please note that tour involves stairs. 
The village itself is well worth exploring, dating back to Saxon times. The Danes divided the 
settlement into two units, one passing to The Abbot of Ramsey, the other to the de Grey family. 
There are a number of interesting buildings here (said to have more listed buildings than any other 
parish in the country) St. James Church is of particular note , first mentioned in AD1000, situated 
on the banks of the river Great Ouse. 

 

ITINERARY 

8.30.am Depart Wickham Bishops Church car park. CM8 3LA ( not village hall) 

10.30.am Arrival and coffee, tea, biscuits at Hemingford Garden Room 

11.30 am - 1.00 pm. Tours of House, 
(two groups of 17:- 11.30 am-12.30 pm and 12.00pm- 1.00pm) 

1.15 pm-2.45.pm Lunch:-sandwiches , cake and drinks in Garden room. 
 

2.45 pm- 3.45.pm Independently visit Church, return to Gardens, walk along river and 
(approx) around village. 

4.00 pm. Coach departs. Arrive home 6.00 pm 

COST. (including all refreshments mentioned above) Members £.47.50 Guests £49.00. 
 
The Arts Society Blackwater regrets that no refund will be given for cancellation within 72 hours of 
the visit and prior to that only if a replacement can be found. 

 
Reservations confirmed with payment, cheques payable to the Arts Society Blackwater, Or BACS 
transfer :- Reference Hemingford , Bank sort code 40-52-40 acc.no. 00060437 
Enquiries to Jill Luxton tel: 01376 324864 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

 

The Arts Society Blackwater visit to Hemingford Grey Wednesday 17th June 2020 

Please reserve..................member place(s). ................ guest place( 

I enclose £.................in payment or I have transferred £. ............... by BACS 

Name/s of members ...............................................and guest/s......................................................... 

 

Your mobile no.   ................................................. Emergency contact no. ................................... 



 


