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This presentation tells of the Mozart family’s 
residence in London (1764-5) during which 
time the 8-year-old Wolfgang Amadeus – 
already a prolific composer – amazed the royal 
guests of George III and performed musical 
tricks in pubs (and was even the subject of 
medical research). All this is described with 
surprising images of 18th century Chelsea and 
of Mozart’s earliest musical handwriting. 
Furthermore, Dr Griffiths illustrates his talk at 
the piano* with explanations and 
performances of over a dozen of Mozart’s witty 
miniatures. The equally astonishing Polonaise 
melancolique by Mozart’s own child-prodigy 
Franz Xaver (whom he never knew) brings the 
presentation to an emotional conclusion. N.B. 
This is the ideal introduction to the inimitable 
style of Griffiths’s presentations where the 
experienced concertgoer and the musical 
newcomer are informed and entertained in 
equal measure. 

Graham Griffiths - Lecturer, conductor, 
pianist, composer. Music Research Fellow 
(City, University of London). DPhil., 
Musicology (Christ Church, Oxford, 2008), 
PGCE (Cambridge), BMusHons (Edinburgh) 

Musical Director Grupo Novo Horizonte de 
Sao Paulo (featured on BBCR3); lectures, 
concerts, and recordings (UK, Denmark, 
Brazil, Russia); University lecturing (UK) at 
Bath, Bristol, Canterbury (Christchurch), City 
(London), Oxford. 

 

Author: Stravinsky’s Piano: Genesis of a 
Musical Language (Cambridge, 2013/2015) 
 
Editor: Stravinsky in Context (Cambridge, 
2020); Contributor to The Stravinsky 
Encyclopedia (Cambridge, forthcoming); 
Recordings: Latin American Sacred Music of 
the 18th and 19th centuries; Brazilian 
contemporary music; the piano music of 
L.A.Kashperova. Composer, film: Voyage of 
the Vikings: Hurricane! Hurry! (dir. Camille 
Bontemps: Edwards Films, 2018).Guest 
appearances at ‘St Petersburg International 
Conservatoires Festival’ performing lost works 
by Leokadiya Kashperova (1872-1940) re-
discovered by Griffiths. This research featured 
in the BBCRadio3/AHRC celebration Five 
Forgotten Female Composers on International 
Women’s Day (8 March 2018). Griffiths’s work 
has been featured by public service 
broadcasters in several countries. 
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