
Arts Active trip to Tate Britain 
 

The first Arts Active trip has taken place on Friday 8th February. A visit to Tate Britain to see the 
Edward Burne-Jones exhibition. On a miserable day we started with Greater Anglia behaving for 
change followed by a rapid and crowded Underground that took us to Pimlico. A brief stroll and we 
entered Tate Britain in time to have a quick coffee before our time slot to enter the exhibition.  
 

 
The Tate had gathered a comprehensive selection of Burne-Jones work divided into seven themes 
hung in large well-lit galleries. Each room encompassed a period in the artist’s life. A large 
attendance made observation at times difficult but after an initial traffic jam, we enjoyed a 
comfortable one hour and a half browsing the paintings, sketches and tapestries. Many of Burne-
Jones subjects concentrated on religious or classical themes, but one room was devoted to 
portraits of family and friends perhaps less well known but fascinating in his draughtsmanship and 
sympathy. Sketches of later completed works allowed one almost to see the artist “at work”. 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
After a pleasant lunch in the café we wended our way home, but not by our intended bus route 
because a taxi driver demonstration was blocking roads at Westminster. 
 
To remind members of the working method of Arts Active: 
 

“We all enjoy going to exhibitions and lectures, or on cultural walks, in the company of 

friends and acquaintances.  But if for some reason no one is available we can end up not 

going.  Now The Arts Society Blackwater has launched an initiative to overcome this 

predicament. 

Our Visits Team, Marian Redding and Carole Tibballs, is piloting what they are calling Arts 

Active, which is based on the premise that as a society of like-minded and friendly people 

we are happy to attend events in the company of each other.  

This is how it works: members agree to alert each other – via an email - of upcoming events 

they would like to attend.  Anyone wishing to join would then liaise directly with the member 

and arrangements made.  In this way small groups of members can attend events, 

especially at relatively short notice.”   

And to remind members who are interested, we have a meeting organised at Wickham Bishops 

Church Hall on Tuesday 19th February at 1030. We shall explore ideas for trips and sign up 

anyone interested in joining the group. 

Bill Allen and Carole Tibballs 



 
 


