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Editorial 
  

In NADFAS we look at the “Decorative Arts” 
with a “broad brush” – clearly it does cover 
works of fine art – sculpture and painting. And 
our experience and pleasure in Arts knows no 
period of time or history. So it gave me great 
pleasure to visit a small exhibition, in The 
National Gallery, of Richard Hamilton’s Late 
Works – an artist who used as inspiration 
artists from the Renaissance to produce his 
multi-media modern works. Worth a visit – 
look at our website for the link to The National 
Gallery.  
 
But does our remit include music, theatre, 
opera, ballet etc? – It surely must and we 
have or are going to have in the Essex Area 
lectures and study days on all these 
disciplines. My question then is – to what 
extent can we regard the medium of film – 
both photographic and cinematic to be worthy 
of our attention? 
 
Photography is certainly capable of 
expressing artistic themes and visual images. 
The work of Man Ray, Lee Miller for example 
are presented to us as “art”. John Berger in 
his 1970’s TV Series “Ways of Seeing” says  
 
“When an image is presented as a work of art, 
the way people look at it is affected by a 
whole series of learnt assumptions about art. 
Assumptions concerning “Beauty, Truth, 
Genius, Civilisation, Form, Status, Taste etc”  
 
And again looking at the National Gallery we 
have an excellent exhibition (Seduced by Art) 
that juxtaposes photographs and very similar 
paintings, The message, I suppose, being that 
art is not static and perceptions of art depend 
on the viewers assumptions as Berger 
describes. In the book of his series Berger 
used the classical female nude painting and 
contrasted with a pin-up from a magazine to 
illustrate this dilemma. 
 
 
 

 
So to return to my question about film – to me 
Antonioni’s “Blow Up” and Alain Resnais’s L’Annee 
Derniere en Marienbad are ART and the hokum of 
James Bond and “Skyfall” is not! A film, a photograph 
can reflect the human experience and move in all 
those ways that Berger describes, so perhaps the 
question we should ask ourselves should be:- 

 
“Does Art exist in all experience and natural and 
human creation?” 

 
Answers please on a sheet of A4 – grades will not be 
awarded!!!!!!! 
 
Responses to this editorial or letters of any description 
will be received for publication. Send to Bill Allen at 
wrallen@dsl.pipex.com  
 

 
Diego Velázquez - The Toilet of Venus ('The Rokeby Venus')  
1647-51 
Photo © The National Gallery, London. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

“In for a Penny - a Prospect of Kew 
Gardens” by Wilfrid Blunt RCA 
1901-87 
 

 
 
For those of you who enjoy browsing in second-hand 
bookshops, I thought I would share a recent find in 
Colchester which I am really enjoying.  This book is 
not a guide to Kew, but contains many interesting and 
amusing anecdotes about its royal origins, other 
historical figures, staff and visitors.  It was written over 
several years, while in his seventies, and published in 
1978.  The author was an art teacher and then curator, 
specifically of the Watts Gallery from 1959-83, on 
which we have a lecture and visit this season. 
 
The book is copiously illustrated and laid out as a 
history of the development of the gardens, but the 
many short chapters allow for a pleasant dip anywhere 
in the book. His style is light and whimsical as he says 
in the Foreword … .“my approach to my subject is 
personal, capricious, irreverent.  And perhaps even 
prejudiced, for I have always had a kind of love-hate 
relationship with the botanists.” 
 
Mr Blunt describes the adventures of many of the 
botanical collectors sent out from Kew, for example: 
“David Nelson, a young Kew gardener sailed in 1776 
…. on Captain Cook’s last and tragic voyage….. 
Captain Bligh ….. took Nelson with him when he sailed 
in 1787 in the `Bounty` to collect breadfruit trees in 
Tahiti …..Then came the famous mutiny.  Nelson was 
among those cast away in an open boat with Bligh….. 
The unlucky collector just survived those awful eleven 
weeks at sea, but only to die a day after reaching 
Kupang (Timor).”  The discovery of the Chile Pine, or 
Monkey Puzzle Tree, was facilitated by Mr. Archibald 
Menzies in 1791:  “It is related that while dining with 
the Viceroy of Chile, Menzies was offered for dessert 
some unfamiliar nuts, several of which he pocketed  

and planted when he returned to the ship.  They 
germinated well in a glazed frame erected on the  
quarter-deck` which Menzies had made `for the 
purpose of preserving such plants as he might deem 
worthy of a place amongst his Majesty’s 
collection at Kew`.” 
 
I particularly like his description of the wonders of the 
Giant Waterlily: “And the visitor may well find it hard to 
believe that a seed no bigger than a pea, sown in a pot 
in January and planted out in May, can by the end of 
July have produced sufficient growth to fill a pool half 
the size of a tennis-court.”.  He goes on to relate the 
controversy over the naming of this plant and the 
excitement surrounding its flowering. 
 
The author is critical of the displays in the Museums, 
observing:  “That all but the Orangery (which sells 
guidebooks and souvenirs) appear to be largely 
deserted except when serving as shelter from a 
sudden shower, surely speaks for itself.”. 
 
Finally, it is interesting to read a curator’s view on the 
Marianne North Gallery: 
“Nothing could be more outmoded, more absurd, than 
to squeeze upwards of eight hundred paintings into a 
couple of rooms ….. the walls look like a gigantic 
botanical postage-stamp album …. but something as 
whimsical, as extraordinary, as ‘period’ and as 
precious as the Albert Memorial or the Watts Mortuary 
Chapel at Compton must never, never be touched.”.    
Of course, we know from our lecture about Miss North 
that, according to her will, it can never be changed. 
 
Mr Blunt concludes by considering the future.  I expect 
he would be astounded at the increased entrance 
price, but maybe gratified that visitors are now better 
catered for and that his suggestion of some form of 
transport has been introduced with the Kew Explorer 
Bus.    Also, more sculpture and public art installations 
have been placed around the Park. At least one thing 
remains the same; the giant waterlily is still causing as 
much wonder as it did in 1849. 
 
Wilfrid Blunt has also written many biographies, one of 
which is on George Frederic Watts, whose Gallery we 
will be visiting next April.  I hope they have a second-
hand bookshop.  Otherwise, for those of you who are 
wired (or wireless) “In for a Penny” is still available on 
Amazon. 
 
Sylvia Frost 
 
Editor - Sylvia adds a footnote - I thought about a book 
review because this one has several links to BDFAS 
activities. One thing I haven't mentioned is that he is 
the brother of Anthony Blunt. Wilfrid's views may have 
been contentious, but he seems to have had a long 
career at the Watts Gallery and was granted 
permission to stay on in the curator's house with his 
extensive library when retired. We will find out more 
when we get there!! 
 
And I would add that this excellent idea gives 
members an opportunity to submit their own review of 
a book they would like to draw to our attention. Please 
send to me at wrallen@dsl.pipex.co 



Visit to Hughenden Manor 
and Chenies Manor  

 July 18th 2012 
 
TWO houses with history – one lived in and one not – 
so which one seemed most like a home?  
 
Hughenden Manor was Benjamin Disraeli’s home until 
his death and you could almost feel he was still there. 
The National Trust blinds bearing his best witticisms 
helped but so did the collection of little gifts bestowed 
on him by Queen Victoria – a platonic love affair, said 
our guide. You could easily imagine Benjamin 
polishing off another cutting comment for the 
Commons while his long-suffering – and adoring – wife 
indulged her creative talents with a sewing needle. 
 
The privately owned Chenies Manor was totally 
different. Nothing seemed as personal and the 
hotchpotch of furniture styles made it more like a 
museum than someone’s home. 
Teeming rain throughout the day failed to dampen 
NADFAS spirits but limited time spent admiring the 
gardens of both properties and especially the Manor’s 
fascinating 22 different chimney styles and the 
intriguing gazebo left behind by a TV company! 
 

 
Chenies Manor Gazebo 

 
Vivienne Smith 
 

Visit to Ely Cathedral and 
Chippenham Park, 

Thursday 11th October 
 

The first trip of the 2012 – 13 season was attended by 
a full coach load of 39 members and guests. We 
departed from Wickham Bishops promptly at 9.0am 
and after an uneventful drive arrived in Ely to visit the 
Cathedral - a magnificent, awesome and beautiful 
building.  
 
Two excellent guides took us round in two groups. Our 
group was escorted by Angela who was entertaining 
and erudite and full of insights into details of the 
building and its ornaments which most of us would 
have missed. She gave a hair-raising account of the 
dreadful fates which overcame the various people 

whom St Etheldreda disapproved of. One cannot help 
wondering what might have become of the unhurried 
and unconcerned employees of the Cathedral Café if 
she was still around. Maldonians were happy to find 
the memorial to Brythnoth in one of the chantry 
chapels. Now and then the flow of the guides was 
interrupted by organ music and the sound of a visiting 
choir from Norway rehearsing. It would have been nice 
to have had time to wander about in the cathedral and 
the town, but altogether a satisfactory and uplifting 
morning. 
 
We moved strictly on schedule to Chippenham Park, 
about half an hour’s drive away. After a cold lunch, we 
split into two groups again, one to explore the park and 
gardens, and the other to be escorted round the 
house. Our guide to the house was Mr Crawley, the 
redoubtable and unstoppable husband of the late 
former owner. 
 
The exterior of the house is less beautiful than its park 
and grounds. The smaller “Queen Anne Revival” 
mansion dating from the XVIIIth century was massively 
added to by a later owner in the late Victorian times to 
accommodate royal and less exalted guests for 
shooting and other entertainments. But the interior is a 
treasure house of paintings, fine furniture, and other 
memorabilia. We were given a discerning account of 
the various works of art and how they were acquired. 
At the same time we had a lesson in social history – 
the ups and downs of agriculture, how fortunes were 
made (and lost) in the West Indies, and the post war 
struggle of the gentry against their oldest enemy. Not, 
of course the French or Germans, but the Inland 
Revenue! On the whole the gentry came out on top, 
and it made one proud to be English. 
 
This has been typed by my husband Martin, and any 
errors or omissions are his fault entirely. 
 
Mary Wells 
 
For further photographs of the trip see Website 
 
 
 

 
Ely Cathedral 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
I am a very new member having joined in 2010. I came 
to the "Dance in Art" study day and enjoyed it very 
much in spite of the cold. I couldn't understand why I 
had never heard of this super Arts Association before. 
I was born in Glasgow and was fortunate to graduate 
from the Glasgow School of Art where, at one of our 
dances, I met a young man from Essex who was 
studying engineering at Glasgow University. We 
married soon after I graduated and moved to 
Herongate near Brentwood. Four children arrived 
rather quickly and I only managed a bit of lecturing. 
When my youngest son was one, my mother and I 
opened a fashion shop in Brentwood. We soon 
acquired the shop across the road and 25 years later 
my daughter joined me to sell wedding dresses. On 
my husband's retirement he wanted to fulfil an 
ambition to open a horticultural nursery which we did 
in the garden of our house in Witham, Then our 
daughters joined us so it was a real family affair. In 
2005 we decided to downsize and stop working. But 
just as the house was newly on the market in 2006 my 
husband died. 
 
I moved to Maldon in 2007 and love living so near the 
town. I volunteer at the Essex  
Record Office and I've become involved in lots of 
activities thanks to friends at NADFAS. I am a book-a-
holic and love subjects such as architecture and 
history of costume that I studied at art school. History  
and choral singing are amongst my other interests and 
I am learning to play the piano. I look forward to 
perhaps expanding the activities of the Heritage 
Volunteers at BDFAS in the future and assisting Sue 
with the Young Arts 

 

 

VISITS  JANUARY-JULY 
2013 

Our first visit this year is to The Clink Prison Museum 
and Queen’s Gallery.  The Clink dates back to 1144 
and gave its name to all others “The Clink”. Our visit to 
the Queen’s Gallery is to view The Northern 
Renaissance “Dürer to Holbein” exhibition. 
 
In April we firstly visit The Watts Gallery where we will 
be able to view their special exhibition  “A Pre-
Raphaelite Journey: Eleanor Fortiscue-Brickdale” 
(1872-1945), a painter, designer, illustrator and a key 
figure in the last phase of the Pre-Raphaelitism. 
Later in the day we visit Polsden Lacey (NT) designed 
as the perfect setting for Mrs Greville to entertain 
royalty, politicians and the best of Edwardian society. 
 
In May we enjoy a day at Wrest Park (English 
Heritage), home of the De Grey family whose 
monuments fill the nearby De Grey Mausoleum which 
we shall visit on our way home.   The gardens are 
celebrated for their rare survival of a formal early 18

th
 

C layout.  The house dates back to 1839 and was 
designed by Thomas Earl de Grey an enthusiast for 
18

th
 C French architecture. 

 
We have an exciting slightly longer day planned for 
July when we visit The Pallant House Gallery located 
in the heart of historic Chichester. The Gallery is a 
unique combination of a Grade One Listed Queen-
Anne townhouse and an award-winning contemporary 
extension.  The Gallery is a remarkable hybrid: one of 
the country’s finest examples of domestic town 
architecture in the Queen Anne townhouse which 
dates from 1712, adjoined by an award winning 
contemporary wing and opened to the Public together 
as Pallant House Gallery in 2006. The Gallery 
comprises 17 gallery rooms, bookshop, education 
studio, restaurant and library and boasts one of the 
best collections of Modern British art in the UK 
Later in the day we visit Uppark House (a tranquil and 
intimate 18

th
 C house (NT) on the South Downs - 

rescued from a major fire in 1989, it houses an 
elegant Georgian interior with a famous 
Grand Tour collection. An 18

th
 C dolls’ house with 

original contents is one of the highlights.  The house 
contains 18

th
 C collections and Victorian servants’  

quarters which have survived in their original setting,  
including French furniture,Italian paintings and French 
pottery.  The garden is now fully restored in the early 
19

th
 Century.  Picturesque style, in a downland and  

woodland setting. 
 
Finally we must not forget our extended visit departing 
29

th
 April “The History & Houses of the Heart of 

England & Cardiff”.  We will visit Laycock Abbey, The 
National Museum & Art Gallery of Wales, Cardiff 
Castle, Highgrove, Berkeley Castle, Hereford followed 
by a Black and White village tour, The Elgar Birthplace 
Museum and Compton Verney Art Gallery.  A full and 
interesting 5 day itinerary. 
 
Your Visits Team will be very happy to discuss any of 
these visits with you at either our monthly Lectures or 
if you prefer by telephone. 
 
Rosemary, Hilary and Ellen 

Meet the Committee 
No. 15,  

Mrs Sheila Bates  
  



B.D.F.A.S. Saves The Day.!! 
 
Early in 2012 B.D.F.A.S. Young Arts representatives 
SHEILA BATES and SUE ROACHE sent out letters to 
three schools in our area inviting the Head of Arts to 
suggest a way of spending £500 on an art- based 
project which would benefit their school. 
 
We wanted to make it a competition, and gave them a 
few weeks to come up with suggestions. We set a 
definite deadline and sat back and awaited a 
response. 
 
The results were a contradiction of negative and 
positive. 
 
From one school, after several letters and e-mails we 
were told that the Head of Art was about to take 
maternity leave and her replacement wasn’t in the job 
yet. They declined the invitation to take part, but told 
us they would be interested at a more convenient time. 
 
From another school, after various e-mails and letters, 
which were carefully delivered to the school office, we 
received nil response. 
 
Then we came to the third school. The Maltings 
Academy, Witham.  The pupils at this school are very 
fortunate to have a brand new school, which has 
recently been completed, on the site of the old pre-war 
building. Mrs Hayley Lee is the Head of Art at Maltings 
Academy. We have had contact with her in previous 
years. She is a very energetic and supportive teacher 
who is always looking for ways to encourage her 
students. Her reply, by e-mail, was immediate. “We 
are desperate for some especially-made display 
boards for our beautiful new art department. Without 
the boards we won’t be able to have our annual end of 
year exhibition.” Hayley concluded by saying that she 
was well aware that there were others with equally 
worthy causes to be considered. Little did she realise 
that this was her lucky day!! 
 
Sheila and I thought that this was an excellent project. 
We took it forward to our committee who thought 
likewise. We were impressed by the way Hayley Lee 
had supported us in previous Young Arts events. Her 
enthusiasm for her job is very evident. 
 
We gave her the good news and she was so happy! 
The Principle of Maltings Academy then approved 
extra funding, and this meant that she could now order 
the special display boards. A company was found who 
produce special display boards. This company had 
already made boards for the Chelsea Arts School, 
Harrods, and had completed work for HMS Belfast. 
 
The boards were made in four days. They are a very 
strong, but light- weight, cardboard-like material, 
secured by especially designed safety clips. Hayley 
told us that safety was a very crucial consideration 
when designing the boards because of where they 
would be used within the school. The company “pulled 
out all the stops” to get them completed on time.  
On 21

st
 June four members of BDFAS were invited to 

the end of year exhibition. 
 
We have attended end of year exhibitions in the old 
school building. I think we were all amazed when we  

 
 
 
were invited into the new school. My first thought was 
“lucky children”. It is a really inspiring environment. 
  
The display boards looked very impressive, hung with 
high-quality work. There was also space for sculptures 
to be displayed at their best. The boards were situated 
in the centre of a very light and airy corridor, and 
seemed to stretch a very long way. They are easily 
dismantled, but some will be left as permanent display 
areas throughout the year. We were also invited into 
the new performing space to watch the presentations 
for achievement.  
 
 
 

 
Ballet Dancer by Lucy Coleman 

 
 
 
 
Another reason for our invitation to the exhibition was 
to select some work to be put forward to NADFAS for 
possible selection for the Mall Galleries exhibition in 
February next year. This is a competition for A- level 
students. BDFAS have put forward works for 
consideration for the past three years. No luck yet, but 
this year we could be lucky! 
 
What an enjoyable evening we had.  Happy, confident 
pupils, who were willing to talk about aspects of their 
work, escorted us around, and offered refreshments. A 
sophisticated evening spent in a beautiful light-filled 
building. It was also very good to see such 
enthusiastic family support for the pupils. Very 
uplifting! 
 
Sue Roache 



Essex Area NADFAS 
 
As members of NADFAS your committee attends the 
twice yearly meetings of the Essex Area. These are 
held at Great Dunmow and enable representatives of 
our sister Societies in Essex to meet. Exchanging 
information about lectures and lecturers! and sharing 
ideas for visits and holidays. We usually have 
someone from central NADFAS to keep us informed 
about news from the parent organisation. I thought it 
might be of interest to share with members my report 
to the last meeting in October - I hope this reflected 
our year and the pleasure we have had from our 
meetings. 

 
Report for Area Meeting  29

th
  October 2012 

 
The 2011 – 12 season for Blackwater ended in July –
at the year end membership remains good with over 
200 members.  
 
The lecture programme provided the usual mix of 
subjects to interest our members. Since our last Area 
Meeting we have had lectures on “Marc Chagall” by 
Frank Woodgate (followed later by a visit to Tudely 
Church where his stained glass windows were a 
delight), "The Original Olympic Games" by Ann 
Birchall, "Laos" by Denise Heywood (who substituted 
at late notice for Elizabeth Gordon who has retired), 
"Vienna" by Denis Moriaty (which we shall draw a veil 
over), "Banquets" by David Bostwick and finally at our 
AGM Sam Moorhead on" The Frome Hoard" 
Our postponed Study Day with Jane Tapley on The 
Life and Times of Charles Dickens and Jane Austen - 
a very interesting and well presented day.  
 
Our extended trip in 2012 was to Durham and 
members and guests enjoyed the opportunity to 
explore a diverse mix of museums, castles and houses 
in the area. We had planned to visit Vienna but despite 
Tailored Travel being prepared to run the holiday with 
less than 20 people, we still failed to reach the 
required number required to run the trip.  
 
Our day visits remain popular with a London trips to 
the Picasso Exhibition combined with the Foundling 
Museum and then The Garrick Club & Masonic 
Museum, and country trips to Tudely & Chiddingstone 
Castle followed by Hughenden & Chenies Manors. 
  
We continue to support Young Arts, Church Recording 
and Heritage Volunteers. We have financially 
supported the Maltings Academy in Witham with 
display boards in open areas in the school. Entries 
have also been submitted to the RBA Exhibition. Our 
Church Recorders continue recording of St Giles 
Church, Langford.  During the year our Heritage 
Volunteers have been stewarding and performing 
other valuable tasks at the Maldon Museum and 
participating in the project at the Essex Record Office. 
Pauline Player has retired from official duties for 
Blackwater after 27 years of service to us and The 
Area. 
 
We are pleased to have developed a website 
www.blackwaterdfas.org.uk  , with the great help of 
Andy Pierson of Andit Consulting. We are also grateful 
to other Essex Societies for their advice and 
inspiration in bringing this project to fruition. It should  

 
 
 
prove a valuable tool for members and a window to the 
outside world about our NADFAS society. 
The 2012-13 lecture season starts in the first week of 
October with Charles Beauclerk "Who wrote 
Shakespeare"and we have a visit to Ely Cathedral and 
Chippenham Park. 
 
Bill Allen 
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Blackwater Year in Pictures 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



STOP PRESS………STOP PRESS……….STOP PRESS………STOP PRESS………STOP PRESS 

 
BDFAS Christmas Lunch 

 
A later than usual departure from Wickham Bishops 
(delayed even further by seasonal but disrupting 
snow), saw a full coach commence our Christmas 
outing with a ‘Mystery Tour’ of North Essex and Suffolk. 
Our coach driver, Robin, took us through Halsted, 
Sudbury and Long Melford some of the lovely villages 
(more accurately small towns) we know so well, but 
always charm us as we marvel at their age and 
architecture. The road conditions making excursions 
down narrow country lanes inadvisable!  We arrived at 
The Swan Hotel in Lavenham for a festive lunch 
preceded by a glass of warm Winter Pimms or fruit 
cocktail. After tackling the usual turkey and Christmas 
pudding with some other suitable alternatives Bill Allen 
welcomed everyone and at the end of his speech 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 
 

 

 
 
 
Time was short so the opportunity to explore the Swan 
and the village was limited. The inn was built in about 
1400 and comprises three houses dating from the 
same era. The oldest part dates back to the late 14th 
Century. It is not known when conversion to an Inn 
took place, but it was well established by 1667. In the 
heart of the beautiful medieval countryside village of 
Lavenham in Suffolk, this stunning hotel is steeped in 
centuries of history. With its picture perfect exterior, 
luxurious surroundings, oak beamed interiors, open 
fires and cosy nooks; the hotel brings together a deep 
sense of history and occasion with the very best in 
contemporary styling. End of commercial for our 
American cousins! 
 
We departed early to make the relatively short journey 
back to Wickham Bishops. 
 
A fuller report will appear later on the Website. 
 
Bill Allen.

 
Planned Programme of Lectures for 2013 

 
 Thursday                     An Artists’ Village : G and M Watts in Compton. 
 3

RD
 January                Mark Bills BA(Hons) MSc 

 
 Thursday                     The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World . 
 7

th
 February            Peter Clayton FCILP Dip Arch FSA FRNS 

 
 STUDY DAY 
 Monday                       Music on the Grand Tour. 
 25

th
 February           Peter Medhurst  GRSM ARCM 

 
 Thursday          The Easter Festival in Early England. 
 7

th
 March                    Sam Newton PhD 

 
 Thursday                    Turner: the Artist and  His Travels. 
 4

th
 April                       Catherine Parry-Wingfield BA (Hons) MA FRSA 

 
 Thursday                    Whores, Colourmen and Coffee Houses 
 9

th
 May                       James Heard 

 
 Thursday                    The Art of the Japanese Garden : from Traditional  to Modernity. 
 6

th
 June                      Marie Conte-Helm 

 
    Cheese and Wine Party after the lecture 
. 
 Thursday                    Robert Adam in Scotland : the Castle and the Country House. 
 4

th
 July                        Caroline Knight BA (hons) MA (Courtauld) 

 
 

This is your Newsletter 
 

and the committee is very appreciative of the articles and photographs members have contributed.  Please keep them 
coming.  The next deadline for sending items to the Chairman is 1

st
 May 
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