
The Extended Visit to Stratford-upon-Avon was organised by Margaret Galione (pictured centre) and included 
visits to Blenheim Palace, Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, the moated manor of Baddesley Clinton and 
Benjamin Disraeli’s home at Hughenden Manor.  Full report by Marilyn Lazell inside. 

In line with other societies around the 
country, Blackwater is experiencing a 
slight fall in its membership.  

As Chair David Anderson told 
members at our AGM he had 
launched an initiative to reverse this 
trend.  A sub committee has been 
formed and  is discussing a range of 
options to achieve this goal.

One of the options is to extend an 
open invitation to anyone interested 

in coming along to one of our lectures 
free of charge.  

The aim is to show the high quality of 
our lectures and the friendly nature of 
our meetings.

The sub committee’s intention is to 
distribute “invitations” to members so 
they can invite a friend(s).  

There are also plans under discussion 
to make the “invitations” available in 

public places such as libraries as well 
as mount a media campaign through 
the local Press and parish and similar 
publications.

Anyone with suggestions on how we 
can extend our campaign is asked to 
contact David or other members of 
the society’s committee.  

All ideas will be given full 
consideration.

New Membership Drive



CHAIRMAN’S
COLUMNPatricia Pullen, 

Joint Programme 
Secretary 
Patricia was born and raised in 
North Wales, singing with the 
Colwyn Bay Girls’ Choir while 
dressed in full Welsh national 
costume from the age of seven.

After moving to Witham in her 
teens, she worked for Lloyds 
Bank, firstly in Witham and then 
in London.  In London she did 
her bit for female emancipation 
by becoming the first ever female 
chief cashier in the branch!  

She was voted “Miss Lloyds Bank 
1969”, which, she says, was more 
due to the shortness of her mini-
skirt than her banking ability!

Hong Kong Ladies Circle
Her husband’s job as a consulting 
engineer took them to Gibraltar 
for a year and later Hong Kong 
for eight years.  In Hong Kong, 
she was Chair of Hong Kong 
Ladies Circle which went into 
the notorious Walled City to run 
a mother and baby clinic once a 
month.  

They also fund-raised for an 
amazing woman called Jackie 
Pullinger, who worked in the 
Walled City to help many people 
kick their heroin habit.  Jackie 
wrote of her experiences in the 
book Chasing the Dragon.  The 
Walled City has since been pulled 
down.

While in Hong Kong, Patricia found 
that gentle Yoga had amazing 
benefits on a long term back 
problem and on the couple’s return 
to the UK she studied to become a 
British Wheel of Yoga teacher.  

She has been teaching Restorative 
Yoga in the area for 25 years.  
Along the way she became 
interested in complementary 
therapies and has taught a hands-
on healing method called Reiki in 
many areas of the country and in 

her native Wales.   

She has studied many types 
of alternative therapy and is 
particularly interested in Sound 
Therapy and, after visiting 
Kathmandu and Tibet, now works 
with Tibetan Singing Bowls to 
bring balance and harmony to 
body, mind and spirit.  

Patricia runs a complementary 
therapy practice from her home 
and has recently recorded a 
CD of relaxations and breathing 
exercises to help insomnia.  She 
is married with three children and 
three grandchildren.  

Richard III Society
Her hobbies are singing, going 
to concerts and exhibitions, 
history (she has been a member 
of the Richard III Society for 50 
years and attended his re-burial 
service in Leicester in 2015) 
photography, genealogy and 
travel.  

She has just returned from 
Petra and feels very privileged 
to have travelled the world fairly 
extensively, but still has many 
other places on her bucket list!  
Patricia says she is interested 
in just about everything in the 
arts world and really enjoys Arts 
Society lectures, being a firm 
believer in any subject being 
interesting if the speaker is good 
enough.  

2018 sees the celebration of The 
Arts Society’s formation in 1968.  
Founded by Patricia Fay as the 
Chiltern Decorative & Fine Arts 
Society, the Society now has 
90,000 members worldwide with 
some 395 individual societies.

Essex area will celebrate this 
Golden Anniversary with an 
exhibition and lecture at Braintree 
on 22 September.  

As part of the celebration nationally 
my partner Sheila Bates and I 
attended, on behalf of Blackwater, 
the special service at Westminster 
Abbey.  In attendance were the 
Society’s Patron, The Duchess of 
Gloucester, and members of the 
Board.  

Later we attended the National 
AGM at Central Hall along with 
guest speakers Sir Roy Strong 
and the Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP, 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport.

The Arts Society Blackwater will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary in 
2021 and the committee will plan 
ahead for that date.

Since January, we have had a full 
programme of lectures and visits.  
The highlights were probably our 
Day of Special Interest featuring 
the skills of Peter Medhurst during 
his lectures on Vivaldi in Venice, 
and our visit to the Houses of 
Parliament. 

Our lectures have been both 
varied and inspirational ranging in 
subjects from opera to cartoons 
and our extended visit to Stratford-
upon- Avon was well received.  

Having seen the lectures planned 
for 2018-19 season, along with an 
extended visit to the Isle of Wight, 
I believe there is a very attractive 
future programme in place to suit 
all our members.

David Anderson

Meet the Committee



Tour of  
Layer Marney 
Tower
Sheila Bates and I visited Layer 
Marney as guests of Tailored 
Travel who organise group tours.   
There were almost 70 guests, 
mostly from the Home Counties 
and comprised members from 
various Arts Societies, U3A, 
National Trust and Horticultural 
Societies.

Nick and Sheila Charrington, 
owners of Layer Marney and 
representatives from Tailored 
Travel gave a short presentation.   

The visit began outside with a 
talk on the history of the building; 
in particular the use of combined 
brick and terra cotta was 
explained. 

We then moved into small groups, 
each with a guide and our group 
began with a visit to the Church 
which contains memorials to the 
original Marney family and a mural 
of St Christopher.  

The church holds regular 
Sunday services and is also very 
convenient for church weddings, 
as the house itself is a licensed 
wedding venue.  

We then proceeded to the tower 
which holds a variety of rooms 
but as Layer Marney has had 
many owners there are no family 
portraits.   

However the Charrington family  
has encouraged local artists and 
our guide showed us a series of 
paintings by her son.  I particularly 
liked Fire, which represented the 
Great Fire of London.  

After lunch we climbed to the top 
of the tower, helpfully, there were 
many stops on the way to see the 
exhibitions in various rooms but it 
was worth the effort for the view.

 Margaret Galione 

Visit to the land of 
Shakespeare

In April we journeyed down to Blenheim Palace surrounded by 
its beautiful parkland complete with the famous Vanbrugh Grand 
Bridge.  Unfortunately, the day was grey with a chill wind which 
made us all glad to tour the house. 

The imposing formal rooms were full of tapestries, fine porcelain 
and paintings.  In the chapel an organist was playing and 
attracting a large audience.  The guides in each room were 
very knowledgeable and helpful, and the display about Winston 
Churchill was interesting.  On a fine day you could easily spend a 
whole day at Blenheim Palace as there is so much to see. 

On leaving Blenheim we continued our journey to the 4* Mercure 
Walton Hall Hotel, set in the countryside, for our four-night stay.

On Monday morning we travelled into Stratford-upon-Avon where 
we visited the Shakespeare Centre and his birthplace which I 
found very interesting, especially when we went into the glove 
making workshop where we were told about the different types of 
gloves and types of leather.  Things I’d never thought about.   

We then had a guided tour of parts of the town, before driving to 
Charlecote Park. This is a beautiful house built in the 1550s and 
home to the Lucy Family for over 900 years.  The house is Tudor 
with many additions over the years, including the billiard room 
and drawing room added by widow, Mary Elizabeth Lucy.  The 
Gatehouse, stable block, laundry, etc are all worth a look.  The 
view from the house over the river flowing by is tranquil.

The next day we travelled to the Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, where we had a guided tour of some of the Pre-Raphaelite 
paintings, particularly paintings by Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones.  
The guide was very enthusiastic and informative, but I felt perhaps 
a slightly shorter time with each painting would have been better.  

We had free time to visit other exhibits, which I used to tour the 
gallery displaying the Staffordshire Hoard.  This was incredible.  
The craftsmanship of the pieces was awe inspiring.  The number of 
pieces amazing.  In the afternoon we went to Birmingham’s jewelry 
quarter museum which was based in a terraced house with the 
workshop built onto the back.  The guides explained the history of 
the workshop and some of the processes and hazards to the work.  
It was nothing like I expected, but I’m glad I went.

On Wednesday, a rainy morning, we went back to Stratford-upon- 
Avon to the Royal Shakespeare Company where we visited The 
Swan Theatre, (a smaller, more intimate theatre), and the main 
theatre which is built inside the facade of the previous 1930s 
theatre.  We also visited behind the scenes, including the sound 
control room, laundry and costume department.

(Continued on back page)  



How important is the Museum in 
the Park?
In our view, it’s extremely important 
to Maldon.  It holds an important 
archive of the town, mostly relating 
to the past 200 years, and provides 
an insight into the social and 
industrial history of both the town 
and district.

When did you become involved?
Nearly 20 years ago when I 
became a NADFAS volunteer.  

How popular is the museum?
It’s very popular with both local 
residents and visitors, including  
overseas visitors.  We regularly 
receive glowing feedback via 
our Visitor Book, and our visitor 
numbers remain at  healthy levels.  

How is the museum layed out?
There are two floors.  On arriving 
you are greeted by the museum 
shop, which holds a good 
selection of books of local interest.  

In the Long Room you find our 
famous Pumper fire engine and 
our penny farthing bicycle.  There 
are also displays on local shops, 
sailmaking and a timeline showing 
the history of Maldon.  

In addition there are displays on 
the maritime history of the town, 
a model of Maldon East railway 

station and our current display 
entitled “Stones, Bones and Old 
Pots”.  

Our next room features a 1940’s 
living room and a display on the 
Great War.  There is also a typical 
Victorian scullery.  Across the hall 
there is an audio visual display for 
disabled visitors.  

We also have a display describing 
our two local cinemas, sadly now 
both closed, and then we pass 
into the Victorian Parlour showing 
a variety of period artefacts. 

The best of our art collection is 
upstairs, together with a small 
collection of weapons, and then 
into the Childhood Room where 
we display an extensive collection 
of photographs of local schools 
and toys.

Further up the stairs we come 
to the John Sadd Room which 
houses displays relating to local 
industries.  

Last but not least, on the landing 
you can see a wall-mounted 
display about Edward Bright, the 
famous Fat Man of Maldon.  This 
includes a replica of his waistcoat, 
an account of Edward’s life and 
details of the famous Bright 
wager.

Is the museum involved in 
external events?
We are participating in Heritage 
Open Weekends in September, 
(7-9 and 14-16) and with the 
assistance of the Arts Society 
Blackwater, we took part in the 
ENGAGE Childrens’ Art Event in 
June.

What would you say was the 
most popular display?
Our 1940s Room is most popular 
with older visitors and children 
enjoy our Childhood Room where 
we provide a play table for them.  

We also provide a Child Quiz 
and during school holidays we 
run a “Spot the Odd Man Out” 
competition.

What training do Volunteers get?
Volunteers are trained by 
experienced Stewards and 
members of the Museum 
Committee, who provide 
guidance on the complete 
stewarding experience, including 
fire regulations and operating 
procedures.

Prospective volunteers may 
contact Maldon Museum, via our 
website - www.maldonmuseum.
org.uk - our email or by 
contacting any member of the 
Museum Committee.

          * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Judy Betteridge, President of the Museum in the 
Park, in conversation 

Judy Betteridge, President of 
Maldon Museum, pictured with 
the museum’s famous Pumper fire 
engine and Penny Farthing bicycle, 
which greet visitors in the Long 
Room.  Note the early 20th century 
photograph of Maldon’s historic 
Moot Hall in the background.



Trawling through our paper 
ephemera collection recently, I 
chanced upon a copy of the very 
first Museum accessions register, 
dated 1922.  It makes fascinating 
reading, so I thought I would 
extract some of the entries.  

As the Museum was formed 
very soon after the end of WWI, 
there are many military items, 
presumably brought back by 
our local men who had served.  
There are also many examples of 
taxidermy items, listed as having 
been shot or fished in the Maldon 
district.

The register also shows the names 
of donors, one of which was the 
Reverend Seymour, Vicar of All 
Saints, who later performed my 
parents’ marriage ceremony.  

The very first item in the Museum 
collection was donated by             
E Bentall Esq of Heybridge and 
is listed as “specimens of strata 
found at various depths when 
digging in the Spital Road Water 
Well in 1870”.  

Sadly, it seems that most entries 
are listed as “deposited on loan” 
and were presumably returned 
to donors as we have very few of 
them now in our collection.  Here 
are some more, which you may 
find of interest.

•	 Photograph of a page from 
the Burial Register of All 
Saints parish church showing 
the entry of the burial of 
Mr Laurence Washington, 
21 Jan 1652, the great-
great grandfather of George 
Washington

•	 Set of four decorated staves, 
formally used for “Beating the 
Bounds” of the Borough

•	 Inkstand made from a Boer 
War shell.  Presented to 
Maldon Corporation by          
Sir Claude de Crespigny (of 
Totham Lodge – we still have 
this one)

•	 Photograph of the Old Stone 
Bridge at Heybridge (from      
Mr Eve of Fullbridge)

•	 Case containing one sheldrake, 
shot in the Blackwater

•	 Case containing an otter, shot 
at Beeleigh in 1900

•	 Letters from St Helena, dated 
1816 (presumably relating to 
Napoleon’s imprisonment)

•	 Padlock and three keys from 
Maldon Old Police Station

•	 A Maldon token inscribed 
“Success to the Borough of 
Maldon” on the rim, payable 
at W Drapers, Watchmaker, 
Maldon

•	 Three fragments of Roman 
decorated plaster dug up in the 

grounds of Beeleigh Abbey

•	 Indenture of Apprenticeship 
and exemption from being 
impressed into His Majesty’s 
service of John Jefferies, 
bound to John Stothendo of 
Maldon, 17 June 1809

•	 8-pounder cannon found in the 
River Blackwater (this was on 
loan from a Mr Arthur Wright – 
most probably one of my great 
uncles)

•	 One large fossil found under 
the platform at Maldon West 
Station

•	 Race card – Maldon donkey 
races – 10 March 1963

•	 Four paintings of Beeleigh 
Abbey before the restoration 
(we still have these)

All in all a fascinating record of the 
early days of Maldon Museum, and 
we’re still going strong!

Judy Betteridge

HOW 
IT
ALL
BEGAN

One of the popular exhibits is the Victorian Parlour, which contains 
an impressive collection of artefacts of the period. 



Following two interesting lectures 
about the history of the Houses 
of Parliament, members were 
fortunate to have an opportunity to 
visit the Palace of Westminster in  
March.  A coach party of 34 made 
speedy progress to Westminster, 
arriving in good time for a 
delicious lunch at The Cellarium in 
Westminster Abbey. 

We were divided into two groups 
for the tour, but were joined by a 
few independent visitors to make 
up the numbers, causing minor 
confusion at the start.  However, 
we followed a designated pathway 
along the Sovereign’s Route used 
when arriving to Open Parliament. 

We started the tour at the Norman 
Porch, which was completed by 
Charles Barry’s son, Edward.  We 
were shown the emblem of both 
Houses, the crowned portcullis, 
which is found throughout the 
buildings, on curtains, furniture, 
wallpaper and stone carvings. 

Queen’s Robing Room
Our progress took us through to 
the Queen’s Robing Room, with 
its single throne made for Queen 
Victoria after the death of Albert. 
There the Queen is helped into her 
robes but puts on her own crown, 
to ensure it is well balanced. 

The ancient tradition of State 
Opening of Parliament goes 
back at least to Henry VIII.  
Queen Victoria re-established 
the ceremony when she opened 
Parliament for the first time in the 
newly rebuilt palace in 1852.  The 
monarch progresses through the 
Royal Gallery, packed with guests, 
to the House of Lords for the 
Queen’s Speech. 

The House of Lords, being 
the most important chamber 
in the palace, exemplifies the 
successful collaboration between 
Barry and Pugin.  The throne 

and its surroundings dominate 
the chamber, with its gilded 
ornamentation, reminding all that 
Britain was at the height of her 
power and wealth at that time. 

We were also shown the Peers’ 
Lobby, the Central Lobby 
where politicians are regularly 
interviewed, and the House of 
Commons.  While we could stand 
in front of the red and green pews 
in the two chambers, we were not 
permitted to sit down on these 
hallowed seats.  We were struck by 
the lack of space in the Commons, 
which causes many MPs to stand 
at the entrance during busy Prime 
Minister’s Question Time. 

The palace is a veritable treasure 
trove of works of art, almost every 
wall, corridor and floor space is 
covered with paintings, furniture, 
sculpture and carpets of great 
beauty and skill.  Busts of many 
of the previous prime ministers 
are to be found in the Norman 
Porch, while full size statues of 20th 
century PMs are to be seen in all 
their glory in the Members’ Lobby.   

St Stephen’s Hall, where the 
House of Commons sat from the 
mid 16th century until the fire of 

1834, connects the Central Lobby 
to Westminster Hall.  This latter hall 
was saved from the devastating 
fire in 1834, then again when fire 
from bombs in 1941 threatened 
both the Common’s Chamber and 
the Hall.  It was first built in the 
11th century, and remodelled by 
Richard II in the 14th century. The 
timber roof houses a most striking 
hammer-beam roof and is the 
largest medieval unsupported roof 
in northern Europe. 

Famous Trials
Westminster Hall is used for great 
state ceremonies, including the 
lying-in-state of monarchs, and in 
the past for famous trials, including 
Sir Thomas More, Guy Fawkes and 
Charles I.  More recently heads of 
state from important countries have 
addressed parliament here, such 
as Nelson Mandela and Barack 
Obama. 

Inevitably in such an ancient 
building, restoration and repair 
work is continuing, both in the 
roof here, and of course on The 
Elizabeth Tower, currently swathed 
in scaffolding. Despite this, our 
group thoroughly enjoyed our visit 
to this great edifice of democracy. 
Such a visit reminds us of the great 
events that have taken place here, 
the important historical decisions 
made and how they have shaped 
our lives and constitution.

Hilary Bebb 

A Visit to a Great Edifice 
of Democracy



In the early 1970s, the Victoria & 
Albert Museum became concerned 
at the potential loss of church 
artefacts and furnishings as the 
pace of church closures around the 
country quickened.

It felt there was a need to record 
the contents and even the fabric of 
churches, not only ones threatened 
with imminent closure, but all.  

An approach was made to 
NADFAS with a proposition: the 
museum would provide expert 
guidance and advice, if NADFAS 
societies would undertake on-the-
spot research, later called church 
recording.

Many local societies embraced 
the idea and Church Recorder 
groups were set up with the aim 
of producing, to a very specific 
format, a comprehensive record of 
all furnishings, artefacts and fabrics 
of their chosen churches.  Their 
research would be supported by 
detailed photographs.

The general feeling was – and still 
is - that Church Recorders were 
making an important contribution to 
the preservation and protection of 
the heritage of our churches.  The 
information gathered is published 
in book form and the first one 
appeared in 1974.  To date almost 
2,000 individual churches have 
been meticulously documented in 
this way.

In Essex, Area representative 
Rosanne Kirkpatrick played a 
key role in co-ordinating and 
encouraging recorders.  At 
Blackwater, Grace Waight was to 
become involved after obtaining 
her Masters in History of Art. 

 An acquaintance later invited 
her to join the local society, and 
by 2008 she was a committee 
member with a particular interest in 
church recording.   

At the time Marjory Bailey was 
leading the church recording team 
but wanted to retire and so Grace 
teamed up with her to learn the 
process.

“For a while Marjory carried on with 
All Saints at Little Totham.  The 
photographs were done and the 
book was almost finished.  But 
then she became seriously ill and 
asked me to take over,” explained 
Grace.  

“If I had known what was going to 
happen I probably would not have 

started Langford Church.  I ended 
up doing two at the same time and 
Little Totham was put on the back 
burner.”

Grace was working with a 
completely new team but the 
old team at Little Totham were 
gradually pulling out.  Her team 
were quite happy to take on 
Little Totham but wanted to finish 
Langford first.  However, when 
Grace contacted head office and 
explained the situation she was 
told that, as it was quite some time 
since Little Totham was started, 
head office wanted the team 
to start it again.  To add to her 
workload she was asked to replace 
all the traditional photographs with 
digital images!   

“I asked if they really meant for 
us to start again and they said 
yes, and while we were at it, we 
might as well redo the text.  This 
has meant a huge amount of extra 
work for the team,” she added.

Recorders work in teams of two 
because four eyes are better than 
two.  Absolutely everything inside 
the church is recorded. Every 
single prayer book, from a bible 
down to the latest book. We record 
the stained-glass windows, all the 
furnishings, the garments the vicar 
wears and the communion vessels. 

The organ is described in detail 
- stops, pedals, pistons, what it 
is made of and its age and who 
made it. All the stops have to be 
described and what they do and 
how they work and so on.  There 
are two pages of requirements.  

Sylvia Frost took the lead on 
this and she had started it when 
London sent out new instructions 
so she had to revise all her 
research. Undaunted, Grace 
and her team now hope to finish 
Langford by the autumn when a 
bound copy of the record will be 
presented to the church.  Copies 
will also be sent to the National 
Art Library at the Victoria & Albert 
Museum, Essex County Records 
Office, Church Care Library and 
English Heritage.

Paul Desmond

Helping to Protect and
Preserve Church 

Heritage

A memorial to five of the 12 
parishioners who died in WWI. 
It is a preserved burnt gatepost 
polished, carved and given by 
Michael Shrimpton. The ceramic 
poppies are from the Tower of 
London Exhibition and donated 
by individual parishioners in 
2015. Photograph by Alec Fraser 



 Ravilious and Co 
The Pattern of  Friendship

Andy Friend’s book, Ravilious & 
Co, as the title suggests, traces 
the lives of Eric Ravilious and his 
friends and mentors, the most 
well-known being the print maker 
Edward Bawden.  

Though absolute opposites in 
personality, the two formed a 
friendship at the Royal College of 
Art, finding themselves in the same 
classes and struggling with the 
same meagre scholarships.  

They also shared the same artistic 
enthusiasms as did Douglas Percy 
Bliss, a name not so well known, 
but very familiar to me as he 
became Director of the Glasgow 
School of Art in the early sixties.  

Bliss became the entrepreneur of 
the group, arranging exhibitions 
and encouraging the young artists.

Paul Nash
They were all fortunate to attend 
the RCA at a time when William 
Rotheustein was injecting 
new ideas into the school and 
introduced a fifth discipline, “The 
School of Engraving”. 

He was keen to change the old 
methods of training art teachers 
rather than artists.  Rotheustein 
had encouraged the young Paul 
Nash by suggesting that he could 
sell his work to pay for study at the 
Slade and was the first to buy his 
pictures.  

When Nash started to teach at the 
Royal College he raised the profile 
of the Design School, moving 
students’ ambitions away from 
teaching to the world of commerce 
and industry.  

This book describes all the other 
friends and lovers who entered 
Ravilious’ life including Barnett 
Freedman, Enid Marx, Tirzah 
Garwood, Percy Horton, Peggy 

Angus and Helen Binyon.   

Of course, we in Essex are 
particularly interested in the 
time the friends spent in Great 
Bardfield.  

The painter Duffy Ayers, the 
last survivor of this lively and 
distinguished community, has died 
only last year aged 102.  One 
of her best-known works is the 
portrait of Ravilious’ wife Tirzah.

One of the features of the book 
is the prominence given to the 
women in the lives of Ravilious 
and his friends, their immense 
abilities and influence on their male 
compatriots. 

Perhaps the most appealing 
feature of this book, apart from 
the lively writing, is the wealth of 
superb illustrations, with hardly a 
page without one. 

I can heartily recommend it.

Published by Thames & Hudson, 
price £24.95

(Continued from page 3)

Who knew that a wig can cost 
£500 to £600 and is made 
of human hair, while beards 
are made from Yak hair?  We 
then visited the Guild Chapel 
and Holy Trinity Church where 
Shakespeare’s grave is before 
going on a narrow boat cruise 
on the River Avon. 

Our afternoon visit was to 
Baddesley Clinton, a moated 
manor house built in the late 
1500s with alterations in the 
17th, 18th and 19th centuries. 
The families who owned it were 
never wealthy so the house 
has survived without too much 
change.  I liked this house as 
it had character and the added 
interest of a priest hole.  

We left Warwickshire on 
Thursday morning and travelled 
to Hughenden Manor in 
Buckinghamshire.  This was the 
home of Benjamin Disraeli from 
1848 until his death in 1881.  
The house has the more formal 
rooms on the ground floor, one 
of which displays a collection of 
cartoons about Disraeli and his 
policies, while on the second 
floor is an interesting display 
of gifts given to him by Queen 
Victoria.  

The cellars were used secretly 
in World War II to make maps 
and there is an exhibition to 
show this. 

We were lucky to have Jason 
as our driver. Thank you.  Also 
thank you to Margaret Galione 
for all her hard work organising 
another successful trip.

Marilyn Lazell

The Arts Society Blackwater Newsletter is edited by Paul Desmond 
email: pauldesmond4@gmail.com  
Articles, reviews and other contributions are welcomed.  

Copy deadline for the Winter 2018/19 edition is 3 December.

BOOK REVIEW by Sheila Bates


