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The lecture traces the history of one of the 
world’s most ancient and beloved musical 
instruments. Note second Thursday in the 
month. 
 
Using illustrations from carvings, wall 
paintings, pottery, mosaics, sculpture, stained 
glass, illuminated manuscripts, and 18th and 
19th century paintings, Sarah traces the 
history of one of the world’s most ancient and 
beloved musical instruments from thousands 
of years BC, to its arrival in northern Europe, 
including the huge developments and 
improvements during the renaissance and 
19th centuries that created the highly 
mechanised and beautiful instrument we see 
played in orchestras and as solo instruments 
today. Performing on her own reproduction 
and antique instruments, Sarah will 
demonstrate the development and evolving 
sound and repertoire of the harp throughout its 
history 
 
Sarah Deere-Jones 
 
Performs, writes and lectures in the UK and 
abroad as a musician and scholar, having 
been a graduate and prize-winner from the 
Royal Academy of Music. Has appeared on 
national radio and television in UK and 
America, lectured for National Trust, English 
Heritage, U3A, schools and colleges and 
onboard the QE2. All lectures are presented 
digitally and include live music and songs on 
various harps, depending on the subject. 
 
Sarah studied classical pedal harp at the 
Royal Academy of Music where she gained 
her LRAM and LGSM diplomas in harp 

performance and was awarded the Julia Leney 
prize, in 2015 she was elected an Associate to 
the Royal Academy. She performed in London 
for years with professional symphony, opera 
and ballet orchestras and gave solo classical 
recitals to Arts clubs and music societies for 
both in UK and America. Her compositions 
and virtuoso playing on lever harp have been 
broadcast in UK, Europe and America, and 
she has done guest interviews on Classic FM, 
BBC Radio Four and appeared many times on 
television. Her book about her time working as 
solo harpist aboard the QE2, 'Maiden Voyage' 
was featured on BBC Radio Four's only travel 
programme 'Excess Baggage' in 2011. 
 

 

Sarah is now director of the Cornwall Harp 
Centre providing residential courses and on-
line lessons to harp students from all over the 
world, and her sheet music arrangements and 
compositions are in great demand and have 
broken new ground in the world of the lever 
harp. 

Sarah's own research on the medieval harp in 
England and the Regency harp, harp-lute and 
Dital harp, has led her to giving lecture tours 
around the world and at major harp festivals in 
America and Australia. She has restored 
several unique 19th century instruments and 
commissioned replicas of medieval harps. Her 
huge collection of information and images from 
both periods has led her to holding workshops 
for harpists on both subjects on playing styles 
and context. Her revival of the Regency harp-
lute and dital harp, as invented by Edward 
Light, is unique and she is the only person 
currently performing authentically on these 
instruments. 



 


