
This visit will take place on Wednesday 
19 October just two weeks after our first lecture of the 
new season. Many of you will already know Snape for 
its internationally acclaimed concert hall, and its
interesting collection of old buildings housing 
independent galleries, exhibitions and shops.
 
Outside, the river walks may beckon some if the 
weather is fine. After our later setting out time (9am), 
we will have an opportunity to explore, and perhaps to 
purchase something different in time for Christmas. 
Then on to Dedham to see Munnings lovely house 
and his well known collection of paintings. 

If you would like to be a part of this visit, please 
pick up a form from the visits team at the July 
lecture, or download one from the BDFAS website.

Snape & Munnings

Outgoing Chairman Sue Roache pens her last 
column:

The last three years have passed so quickly. I think 
Blackwater DFAS is now in a very good position to 
take up new challenges as they present themselves.

We have a new team, following the AGM, with quite 
a substantial change in the committee: the most 
positive thing about this is that all the new committee 
members bring their own skills to the team.

The next few years for Blackwater could be very 
exciting.  The main event will be in 2018 when we 
celebrate 50 years of NADFAS.  I’m sure the 
committee will want to involve members and will be 
asking them for suggestions about how we celebrate 
this.

There are many changes taking place at NADFAS, as 
Sylvia and I found out when we went to the AGM in 

May.  One of the important changes is 
“rebranding” and there is a company currently 
working on a change of name for NADFAS.  

There have also been many changes in IT communi-
cation and an update of the NADFAS website during 
the past year:  this has sometimes caused a few 
problems for individual societies.  The NADFAS team 
has apologised for this and Mail Chimp training is now 
being held locally to help individual societies email 
their members more efficiently.

NADFAS would like to open membership to a 
more widespread group and would like to
encourage societies to be more involved in projects 
that encourage young people to take an interest in the 
Arts. 

“NADFAS at Night” events are being held in 

Continued on Page 8

Equipped to face new challenges with confidence

Stephanie Jones, Sheila Bates and Sue Roache pictured 
by Alec Fraser at the printing workshop. See P7 for story.



Patricia Willis was among a capacity audience 
who attended the society’s Study Day in February.  
Here she shares her thoughts on the programme.

The title, Let’s Look at London, promised a day of 
great interest and was to exceed my expectations.  

Our guest speaker Alexandra Epps’s talk about our 
great City of London was detailed and inspired and 
focused on just one square mile of the capital. Her 
delivery was perfect in all aspects: every word was 
clear; her enthusiasm was infectious and her 
knowledge, enviable.

She began by telling her enthralled audience about 
stained glass windows in many of the 28 City 
churches.   I have picked out some of the works of 
John Hayward in St. Michael and All Angels.  His 
dates are 1929-2007; he studied at St Martins School 
of Art and was influenced by Braque and Sunderland, 
as well as by the Byzantine mosaics and icons of 
Ravenna and Sicily.   

His images of the 12 Apostles are among his earliest 
examples of stained glass.  For me, I loved the 
simplicity of line and the delicacy and subtlety of his 
colour combinations.  I loved his murals wherein I can 
see the influence of Braque.

Architectural Sculpture in the City was the next topic 
to be explored.  One work I found particularly moving, 
and one which I must go and see, was by Richard 
Kindersley.  

The words accompanying this remarkable piece, 
WW2 Memorial, certainly added more poignancy:  In 
War, Resolutions; In Defeat, Defiance; in Victory, 
Magnanimity; In Peace, Goodwill.   

Kindersley’s sculpture can to be found in St. Paul’s 
Churchyard.  I shall also want to go inside the 
cathedral to see his Gallipoli Memorial.   I have also 
seen photographs of Antony Gormley’s Angel of the 
North but now that I have learnt about his remarkable 
sculpture in Shoe Lane, I shall add that to my list.

Then came a break for a very good lunch when we 
helped ourselves and sat in small groups at flower 
bedecked tables covered with beautifully embroidered 
white table cloths.  Such a great deal of organisation, 
thought and hard work by the committee and 
volunteers goes into such events, so a very big thank 
you to them.

The topic for our afternoon session was Public Art 
in the City.  By coincidence, I heard only recently of 
Postman’s Park and have been intending to take a 
trip there.  This special place is a Memorial to Self 
Sacrifice, incorporating work by artist G F Watts.  

It is a garden where workers from the nearby GPO 
sorting office would go for their lunchtime break.  In 
the gallery specially created there, Watts placed 
glazed tablets commemorating; “heroic men and 
women” who had performed great acts of bravery, 
saving the lives of many.  The garden contains 
wildlife, shrubs, a pond and many diverse plants.  

There is a multitude of Modern Art to be found in the 
Square Mile in the form of neon circles, mosaics and 
a great favourite of mine, works by Dame Elizabeth 
Frink.  We are very privileged to have her Shepherd 
and Sheep on view in Paternoster Square.

From the sublime to the very down-to-earth but 
unique: Ben Wilson, the chewing gum artist, was 
another creative person covered by our speaker.  
He has created miniature and varied paintings on the 
trampled remains of spat-out chewing gum.  They are 
truly amazing and worth looking up on Google.

Finally, I would just like to say an enormous thank you 
to all those kind and generous with-their-time people 
who organised such an unforgettable day, and of 
course, another special thank you to 
Alexandra Epps for a most entertaining and 
enjoyable programme
.
Before leaving the village hall I heard several people 
echo my own thoughts: “I want to catch the next train 
up to London and see these works of art for myself”.  

Square Mile Treasures
Shepherd and 
Sheep by Dame 
Elizabeth Frink 
in Paternoster 
Square.
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Finding our way through the National Grid
Essex Record Office (ERO) has a fine collection of 
late 19th and early 20th century large scale Ordnance 
Survey maps (1:2500 County Series) which are 
already available for public consultation in the ERO 
Searchroom.

They also have, however, many thousands of later 
20th century National Grid maps which they wished to 
make available for public consultation but these had 
yet to be catalogued and their condition examined. 

Three years ago a Map Project involving volunteers 
was instituted and this has now reached the stage 
where, all the maps having been catalogued, their 
locations, condition and duplication identified, the 
selection of those to be added to the Searchroom 
collection must be made.  

This task of selecting the best map to be placed in the 
collection is complex as there may be as many as 20 
copies of each map.  

A large area is required so all the bundles of maps 
can be spread out and this can only be done on 
Mondays when the Searchroom is closed to the 
public.

This phase should be completed by the end of the 
summer after which the maps chosen for the Search-
room collection will have to be preserved, stitched to 

special hangers and then hung in the special climatic 
controlled containers so they will be available for the 
public to consult.

Once this is done, the team lead by Andrew Morton, 
who has expert knowledge of maps as a former land 
surveyor, and supported by John Longhurst and Jane 
and Michael Thomas from Blackwater DFAS, will 
turn their attention to the many thousand larger scale 
maps.  

This means the project is set to run for many more 
years but the end result will be to make the entire 
collection of Essex maps ever more accessible.

Michael Thomas

Visit to the City of Dreaming 
Spires

Our arranged trip was to visit two of the most well-
known buildings in Oxford, namely the Ashmolean 
Museum and one of the country’s oldest educational 
establishments, Christ Church College, writes 
David G Anderson.

The first part of the day took us to the 500-year old 
college.   We were given a short introductory talk from 
one of the bowler-hatted porters before being split into 
two groups for the tour of the college.  

Built on the remains of St. Frideswide’s priory, the 
church became the chapel of Cardinal Wolsey and, 
after his downfall, King Henry VIII’s College.  In 1546 
it finally became Christ Church College, combining 
college and cathedral. 

The main part of the tour took us to the imposing 
Great Hall, Wolsey’s great dining hall.  Leaving here, 
we were able to have a look at the medieval kitchen 

which, with modification, is still in use today.

We were then taken for a tour of the outside where 
the guide explained the various architectural styles 
and pointed out damage caused in the Civil War.  
From the Master’s Garden, open to all college mem-
bers, we entered the Pocock Garden where an ori-
ental plane was planted in the 16th Century by Prof. 
Pocock.  This tree is thought to have inspired Charles 
Dodgson’s (Lewis Carroll) poem on the Jabberwock in 
‘Through the Looking Glass’.  The official tour ended 
at the Cathedral Garth, where Dean Liddell, his wife 
and daughter are buried. 

Before leaving Christ Church, our group visited the 
Cathedral, one of the smallest in England.  Combining 
the legends of St. Frideswide, patron saint of Oxford, 
a priory was built by Augustinian monks at the end of 
the 12th century.  The centre of this church remains 
today and is part of the spectacular design of the inte-
rior, with the ceiling of special note.

Continued on Page 7
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Holland, the Rijksmuseum & the 
Dutch Masters

On Friday 13th May (lucky for us!) 32 of us were up at 
the crack of dawn to board the coach that was to take 
us all the way to The Hague, via the Channel Tunnel, 
an adventure in itself. 

Near Folkestone we picked up our guide, Terence, a 
friendly and knowledgeable young man who couldn’t 
have done more to make this a memorable trip. 

Our first stop was in Ghent where we had time to 
explore St Bavo’s Cathedral and have some lunch. 
The cathedral is famous for its altarpiece, Adoration of 
the Mystic Lamb painted by Hubert and Jan van Eyck. 

This is currently being restored but we were able to 
see two-thirds of the original work and it is very
impressive. There are several other artworks includ-
ing a painting of St Bavo, patron saint of Ghent, by 
Rubens, and a marble and oak pulpit by Laurent 
Delvaux depicting the triumph of truth over error.  

Owing to heavy traffic we arrived at our hotel in The 
Hague just in time for dinner. The next morning we 
went to see what for many of us, myself included, was 
a revelation – the Panorama Mesdag. 

Panoramic paintings are enormous cylindrical 
artworks usually depicting landscapes or historical 
events such as battles. They were very popular in the 

19th century but very few have survived. 

The viewer stands in the middle of a circular building 
surrounded by the painted canvas and you really feel 
as if you are there! The effect is amazing. After lunch 
we enjoyed a guided tour of the Mauritshaus 
Museum, a highlight of the trip. 

The collection focuses on 17th century Dutch paint-
ing and contains works by Vermeer (including Girl 
with a Pearl Earring), Rembrandt, Hals and Rubens 
among others. 

The building itself is a beautiful city palace built 
between 1633 and 1644, and is right in the centre of 
The Hague next to the Binnenhof, the seat of Dutch 
government. 

That evening we were free to explore The Hague 
and choose our own restaurant for dinner. My 
impression of The Hague is that it is a fairly compact, 
manageable, city with lots of attractions and well 
worth a few days exploration.  It is also very near 
Delft, Vermeer’s home town. 

The next day we made an early start and drove to 
the Royal Palace of Het Loo, being treated by 
Terence to a history of the Dutch royal family en 
route.  Built in 1686 by the monarchs known to us as

Panorama Mesdag gives a 360 degree vista of the sea, the dunes and the fishing village of Scheveningen as it was in 1881.
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 William and Mary, it was used by the Dutch royal 
family as a summer palace right up to the 1960s.  

We first visited the stables which house a fabulous 
collection of carriages, cars and sleighs, and then the 
palace itself with its chapel, library, dining rooms, 
bedrooms, bathrooms and studies. 

There is also a gallery housing, as you may imagine, 
many royal portraits.  The ballroom is now a luxurious 
restaurant where most of us enjoyed a light lunch.  
Unfortunately, the weather was not really suitable 
for exploring the extensive gardens. 

In the afternoon we continued by coach to the Kröller 
Müller Museum set in a sculpture garden and housing 
19th and 20th century artworks, including many by Van 
Gogh. 

The museum is situated near the village of Apeldoorn 
in the Hoge Veluwe National Park so it was a pleasant 
and interesting drive.  Again, we had the opportunity 
to sample one of The Hague’s many restaurants for 
dinner in the evening. 

The third day was another highlight, a trip to 
Amsterdam to see the restored Rijksmuseum in all its 
glory, much lighter and airier than it once was. 

Again we had an excellent guided tour of the main 
exhibits, including Rembrandt’s Nightwatch. Then 

after a snack lunch we were free to explore on our 
own, and there was so much to see, including a 
wonderful collection of Delft porcelain. 

We all met up in the shop (where else?) and went 
next on a canal boat cruise with wonderful views of 
old Amsterdam. We may have travelled in the same 
boat as President Obama and the Prince of Wales as 
we used the most prestigious boat company!  
Nothing but the best! This evening we all had a deli-
cious farewell dinner together.

Our last day – we travelled by coach to Antwerp 
where we visited Rubens’ House, bought by him in 
1610 and expanded and renovated to his own 
designs. 

Again we had an excellent guided tour of the many 
rooms so getting a real feel for the artist’s life, and of 
course seeing a great many of his paintings including 
self-portraits. The house is set in a very pretty garden. 
We enjoyed a packed lunch, courtesy of the hotel, as
we drove on to Calais and back through the “chunnel” 
to Folkestone.  

Our excellent driver, Tony, got us back home dead on 
time. I hope I speak for everyone when I say a good 
time was had by all. 

Julia Harrison

5



Meet the Committee - Margaret Galione
I was born in Burnham-on-Crouch where my family 
owned a boatbuilding business, though all that is left 
is a building on the waterfront that now houses the 
Burnham Museum.  It still bears the name of the 
company.  

I was educated at Maldon Grammar School, left at 16 
with five “O” levels, and did office work at Bentalls in 
Heybridge for two years before switching to a timber 
yard on Wallasea Island.  To get there we travelled 
across the river in an open boat - in all weathers! 
  
Almost 60 years ago I met my husband Angelo (now 
usually known as Andy) when he arrived from Sicily 
as an agricultural worker.  We married four years later 
and I continued to work until the birth of our first son 
Antony.  

When Antony was a year old we moved to Terling 
where Andy began working as a herdsman with the 
Terling and Lavenham herds, and shortly after I gave 
birth to our second son Robert.  Both boys began 
their education at Terling School and later Antony won 
a scholarship to Felsted and then went on to Trinity 
College, Cambridge to study natural sciences.  Robert 
studied at KEGs and read history at Royal Holloway, 
London. 

We moved to Faulkbourne in 1978, having previously 
lived on three other farms in the Terling area, all as a 
result of promotions for Andy.  

In 1982 I was persuaded by my sons to study with 
the Open University and this completely changed my 
life. My favourite subjects were 17th century England, 
Augustan Rome, religion in Victorian Britain, 
Shakespeare, and, best of all, Italian Renaissance Art, 
which completed my Honours Degree. 

Each year we holiday in southern Europe and other 

Mediterranean countries, visiting ancient historical 
sites, museums and art galleries.   

I was elected to Braintree District Council in 1999, 
representing Terling, Faulkbourne and White Notley 
and continued until 2015 when I decided to retire.  I 
served as chairman in 2009, the same year as Andy 
and I celebrated our golden wedding.  

During my time as a councillor, I became involved 
with several organisations, including Braintree        
District Arts and was a trustee of the John Ray       
Society, Braintree District Voluntary Services Agency, 
Homestart and Witham United Charities.  

I am group leader of our Mothers’ Union and 
secretary of Faulkbourne Church, as well as a 
member of a Writers’ Group that meets each Tuesday 
in Witham.  Now I have become a committee member 
of BDFAS I look forward to a new challenge.  

Next year I will take over from Rosemary Woods with 
responsibility for Extended Visits so I shadowed her 
on this year’s trip to Holland.
   

A very enjoyable and colourful Cheese & Wine and 
Art & Crafts Exhibition was held after the June lecture 
with 21 of our talented members displaying more than 
40 items. 

There were some superb photographs and exquisite 
textiles, including collages, lace, a sewing-box, a 
cross-stitch view of Maldon Quay, a hand-stitched 
bolster and a knitted bolero in organic yarn produced 
in Goldhanger.   

Two members brought their delightful bead 
embroidery; a skill we have not seen before.  

The art display was in varied mediums, including pen 
& ink, print, oils and acrylic with some subjects having 
local or East Anglian connections. They were all well 
composed and executed and provided a fascinating 
glimpse of the artistic abilities of some of our
members.

The buffet and bar were greatly appreciated by 
approximately 80 members who stayed on after the 
lecture.  

Sylvia Frost

Members’ Talents on Display
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This year’s Young Arts project has been with Plume 
School in Maldon.  A series of meetings with the Head 
of Art, Kevin Flower culminated in a day’s workshop at 
the Mill Road Campus in June. 

The purpose was to train eight staff in monoprinting 
so that they could teach all the pupils in Years 7&8 to 
create print murals to decorate Plume Lower School 
building.

Blackwater DFAS sponsored local artist and print 
maker Karenza Jackson to lead the workshop.
In the morning workshop, Karenza demonstrated 
three types of monoprinting - monoprinting with accent 
colour, monoprinting with stencils, and monoprinting 
with collage.  

The art teachers tried out each technique, producing 
their own designs and in a short space of two hours, 
some wonderful prints resulted.  In the afternoon, 
Karenza was videoed demonstrating the three 
techniques that she had taught in the morning.  

A video is being produced by the art department and 
will be used by the teachers with the pupils in years 
7&8.  It will also form a resource for the art department 
to use with future lower school groups and examina-
tion groups, exclusively within Plume School. The 
one-day workshop will, therefore, have long lasting 
benefits for the art curriculum. 

Kevin Flower, the Head of Art, expressed his thanks 
to Blackwater DFAS for sponsoring such a stimulating 
day.

Stephanie Jones
Young Arts representative

Plume School Workshop

Continued from Page 3

Lunch was taken at the nearby Ashmolean Museum 
and in the afternoon members toured its incredible 
collections of art and archaeology.  The museum 
proudly boasts that it is the world’s first purpose-built 
public museum, founded within the oldest university in 
the English-speaking world.  

My personal favourites were the Anglo-Saxon Alfred 
jewel from the 9th century and Uccello’s painting from 
the 15th century.  Uccello was the master of perspec-
tive and his work stunned me with its quality of colour, 
detail and the use of light and shade.  Our tour came 
to an end with the long drive back down the motor-
ways.  A great day out and I was left with a determina-
tion to spend more time at the Ashmolean.

Church Recorders move to 
Little Totham

The initial stage of recording the objects within St 
Giles’ Church Langford is almost complete, writes 
Grace Waight. The recorders are now typing up their 
notes in the NADFAS format and photographs will be 
inserted. 

When each section is completed it will be sent to a 
Church Recording Area Representative for checking.  
So far three of the nine sections have been checked 
by Area.

At the beginning of July, we started our work at All 
Saints Church in Little Totham but the photographs 
have to be taken again as they are not in digital 
format.  

NADFAS has also asked us to check the printed text 
to ensure it is up to date.

 

Church Crawl – All Welcome 
The annual church crawl will take place on 
21 July and is being organised by the recorders 
of Brentwood DFAS. They plan to visit churches 
on the Dengie Peninsular. 

The churches proposed are St Mary, Burnham; 
St James, Dengie; St Lawrence, Newland; and 
St Thomas, Bradwell.  

All will be welcome as the crawl is not restricted 
to church recorders.  More information will be 
available on the society’s website when the 
details are confirmed. 

Grace Waight
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London, especially for young people.  Some NADFAS 
groups are setting up evening meetings to accom-
modate younger people who are unable to come to 
daytime lectures. 

NADFAS continues to sponsor art-based apprentice-
ships for young students, many working at crafts that 
are rapidly dying out.

Florian Schweizer, June Robinson and Loyd 
Grossman each gave excellent speeches at the AGM, 
encouraging societies to move forward and accept 
changes and to be positive about all the new things 
that will happen during the NADFAS 10 year plan.

I have been so proud to have been Chairman of 
Blackwater and feel privileged to have met so many 
interesting and informed people during my 
chairmanship.

Blackwater is a strong, forward-looking society but 
this could not have been achieved without a good 
strong supporting committee team and the help of 
all the members who have offered their time in many 
different ways.  My job would have been a lot more 
difficult without Sylvia’s help, support and knowledge.  
I hope she agrees that we have made a good duo.  I 
think that we have both got a lot of satisfaction and a 
great deal of fun from the last three years.

I will really miss the buzz I get from being in the front 
line but I want to continue to help when I can and to 
continue my work at Thomas Plume’s Library.  After 
listening to my first lecture at Blackwater DFAS almost 
10 years ago, I knew it was the place for me.  I still 
have that feeling and I am going to say what I’ve said 
several times before….Hurrah for Blackwater DFAS, 
long may the Society continue to flourish and expand 
and bring the joy of the Arts to many, many more 
people in the future. 

Frances Bonner describes here how she 
created this beautiful mixed media collage of 
the south door of St Mary the Virgin in Kent.

I was inspired to create this collage from a photograph 
I took when visiting the church of St Mary the Virgin in 

Willesborough, Ashford in Kent.

The wall of the collage was made from a form of 
bamboo wadding, which had been soaked in a 
solution of PVA glue and water, then dried,  painted, 
and the colour applied using acrylic paint and sewn to 
the base fabric by free machining. Flowers and foliage 
were made from fabric, which I had transferred 
painted and each piece was individually made.

The foreground I made using shrink polyester and 
machined in place while the door panel was made 
from ready printed fabric and hand embroidered.
Creating this collage was a very enjoyable
experience but very time consuming.
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Future lectures
• Art, Architecture and Style in Old Shanghai.  Anne 

Haworth.
• Barry’s Great Work: Rebuilding the Houses of 

Parliament. Caroline Shenton
• Grandfather Frost and Old New Year: Russian 

Christmas.  Rosamund Bartlett.
• Horace Walpole and Strawberry Hill.  John Iddon.
• Sèvres Porcelain.  Jane Gardiner.
• The Boy Who Bit Picasso.  Antony Penrose
• Theatrical Personalities: Garrick, Siddons, Kean 

and Irving.  Frances Hughes
• To the far side of the world: Captain James Cook 

and The Enlightenment.  Peter Warwick.
• Treasures of the Turf – the fine and decorative 

arts of horseracing.  Christopher Garibaldi.
• Vermeer’s Shadow: Han van Meergeren, Master 

Forger.  Malcolm Kenwood.


