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I am aware that many people know my 

father’s work from childhood, having seen 

in books, or at archaeological 

sites.  However few people know about 

his interesting and varied life and this is 

what I am exploring in the talk.  

  

I have a book available for sale edited by 

my brother Richard which accompanied 

the John Soane exhibition.  

  

About myself, I am the youngest of three 

children, I am foremost a painter but I also 

do textiles. Currently I am working on an 

exhibition of paintings to do with the 

archaeology and coastline of Orkney, 

sponsored by the ACE Foundation to be 

exhibited in London and Cambridge. 

However, my more personal work is 

linked to feelings universal to women and 

myself and is drawn directly from my 

mind rather than direct observation. All 

my work is fundamentally based on 

drawing, line and geometric forms.   

  

This way of thinking is linked to my 

parents, particularly my father. I realised 

this whilst researching and writing a 

section on a new book on my father to be 

published by Oxbow Books hopefully by 

the end of this year.  

 

 

 

Julia studied at Goldsmith’s College and 

then at the Royal Academy Schools. At 

nineteen she sold her first work in the RA 

Summer show, and whilst a student her 

self-portrait was awarded second prize in 

the first National Portrait Gallery 

Competition.  

It is the intense observation of nature that 

Julia has found her favourite subject 

matters, whether it be pieces of twisted 

wood, the inner world of a plant, shells or 

rock. She transcends them from a mere 

still-life to emanate an emotional response 

abstracted from its context.  

Exhibitions  

Julia has exhibited in the annual 

exhibitions of the RA Summer Exhibition, 

New English Art Club, The Royal Water-

colour Society Open Show, The Royal 

Institute of Painters in Water Colours, The 

Royal Society of British Artists and The 

Singer and Friedlander Water-colour 

Award,  

She has also exhibited at The National 

Portrait Gallery, The Philadelphia Museum 

of Art, The Maas Gallery, The New 

Grafton Gallery, Waterhouse & Dodd, The 

Russell Gallery and many other galleries in 

Britain and Europe.  

Julia has also been as demonstrator at 

various venues including Art In Action 

2006,7,10, as well as giving talks and 

writing articles for magazines.  

Statement  

My recent series of imaginative paintings 

are based on my own feelings. To the 

viewer who is acquainted with my work, it 

may appear as a departure from my 

paintings of growths and natural forms. 

However, the strong underlying 

connection with all my work is drawing 

and geometric structure regardless of 

whether they are from direct observation, 

or constructed purely from my mind.  



 

 

 


