
Your Society Needs You
Happy New Year everyone. I hope 2016 will be 
a good year for you. I am about to commence my 
last six months as Chairman of Blackwater DFAS, 
and the Editor has asked me to sum up the main 
changes and events that have taken place during 
my three years as Chairman.

The greatest change that has taken place is the 
change of the Chief Executive at NADFAS House 
following the sudden death of David Bell. 
His replacement, Florian Schweizer is a very 
enthusiastic young man who has many fresh ideas 
for the future of NADFAS: this has brought about 
changes in staff and there is now far more direct 
communication between NADFAS staff, trustees 
and NADFAS volunteers, who regularly visit area 
meetings and individual societies to meet and talk to 
members.

Florian also would like NADFAS to become more 
open to younger people and as a result, evening 
events especially for the younger generation now 
take place in London and are very popular. Some 
Societies are also running evening lectures hoping 
to bring in younger working people: some are even 
offering wine! Florian has said that he would like 
to see NADFAS and individual Societies open up 
membership to a much wider age and ethnic range. 
Art is for everyone, not just a few!

Another big change is the use of technology for 
regularly reporting society statistics to NADFAS 
House and ordering items needed for the general 
running of individual societies.

Our own society has also changed the way we 
communicate. We now have a good email system 
set up to complement our website and we have 
changed from “snail mail” to email: this has helped 
the society to save money and has improved 
communication between the society and its member
Continued on page 2

Young Artists
 in Action

Blackwater DFAS sponsored local artist Lisa 
Temple-Cox to work with all 90 children at 
Terling C of E Primary School. 

Head teacher Jacky Wragg asked Lisa Temple-
Cox to produce with the children a decorative wall 
feature for the school hall. 
 
The theme for the artwork would be ‘New 
Beginnings’ with the children producing designs of 
young animals or plants. 

Lisa had produced two large cloud-shaped boards, 
primed in the school’s colours, on to which the 
children’s work would be mounted.  One board had 
a copy of the church and the other had the windmill, 
drawn from the school’s logo.

The children worked in small groups, averaging 15 
in number.  The older children had about 45 minutes 
to do their designs and the younger children had 30 
minutes. 
    
Lisa produced some examples then asked the 
children to create their animals or plants out of 
coloured paper, tissue paper and wool, all using

Continued on page 3
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Links with Essex Area NADFAS have also improved 
over the past three years.  Essex now has an 
area website and most communications are now 
via email, allowing all Essex societies to share 
information about forthcoming events. 

The Blackwater and Essex Area websites are 
an excellent way of recruiting new members!  
Communications have definitely improved over the 
past three years and it is good to feel the support 
and back up of the Essex Area and NADFAS.

Luckily Blackwater members are mainly very 
supportive, offering to help when they can.  We have 
been able to compile a list of members who are 
prepared to help us when they are able but some 
seem reluctant to become a committee member. 
I think this is because we have so many interests 
and many people also help out with grandchildren: 
time is so precious!

In July 2016 the society will need to elect a new 
chairman: our vice chairman does not want to 
take over the job, she is already the society 
secretary and area minutes secretary: how much 
can one-person do? 
 
If you would like to do the job or know someone 
who you think would make a good chairman please, 
please come forward because your society needs 
you! We also need someone with good technical 
skills to run the website and take it into 2017.

We are a good strong society at present and we 
are certainly strong in the Essex Area and I am very 
proud of that. Unfortunately, without willing help, this 
can quickly change.  

Sadly, some societies have no choice and have to 
close if support 
and interest isn’t 
forthcoming. 
This doesn’t 
happen often, 
fortunately. 
I know that 
we want our 
own society to 
continue to 
flourish, 

supporting conservation, church recording, young 
arts, schools and museums in our area.  Art is for 
everyone and three cheers for Blackwater.   

Sue Roache, Chairman

On 5 March there will be a trip to Oxford which 
will offer the opportunity to visit both Christ 
Church College and the Ashmolean, Oxford’s 
museum of art and archaeology.

Christ Church is a unique joint foundation of a 
college of the University of Oxford and the Cathedral  
of the diocese of Oxford. 

It has a world famous cathedral choir and a picture 
gallery open to the public and containing an 
important collection of Old Masters paintings.

The Ashmolean, founded in 1693, has world famous 
collections ranging from Egyptian mummies to 
contemporary art. These collections tell human 
stories across cultures and time representing 
a hugely diverse view of the world’s greatest 
civilisations from 8000 BC to the present day.

The coach leaves Wickham Bishops Church car 
park at 8am and Oxford at 4 pm. There will be a 
certain amount of walking as the coach can only 
drive within 15 minutes walk to the centre.

Details and itineraries will be available at the 
January meeting. Cheques payable to BDFAS are 
preferred. Members pay £38.30 and guests £41.30. 

We start the five day visit on 13 May, travelling 
by coach, via the Eurotunnel, to our hotel in The 
Hague, stopping en route in Ghent.  

Our itinerary gives us the opportunity to view the 
Panorama Mesdag; visit the Mauritshuis, the 
refurbished Rijksmuseum; and the Royal Palace 
of Het Loo, which was built in 1685 as a country 
residence of William lll and his wife Mary Stuart.  

We will also take in a visit to the Kroller Museum.  

We will stop in Antwerp on our return journey to visit 
Rubens House and while in Amsterdam, a short 
canal cruise will be included.

This is proving to be a very popular programme; 
however, there is still availability and booking forms 
and full details can be obtained from Rosemary 
Woods or downloaded from Blackwater DFAS 
website.

Visit the City of Spires

Holland & the Dutch Masters
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the same sized circles of blue or green card as a 
backing.

The older children brought prepared drawings of 
an animal or plant.  Some were able to include 
their drawing into their design but most started 
again, cutting out paper shapes in different colours: 
puppies, kittens, birds, butterflies, lambs, and 
snakes, emerged.  

Some were fairly simple and striking, others more 
complex and multi-coloured. Lisa had classroom 
assistants and BDFAS members Sue Roache, 
Sheila Bates and Stephanie Jones ready to help 
and encourage.

At the end of the day, after the children had
left, Lisa mounted all of the work on to the two 
boards and glazed it into position. 

She deliberately mixed up the younger children’s 
work with the older children’s designs. 

Head teacher Jacky Wragg said: “We are delighted 
with our new art installation. 

“The children had a wonderful day and I am sure 
they will remember this for a long time. Thank you 
very much Blackwater DFAS and Lisa Temple-Cox.”

Words: Stephanie Jones, Young Arts Representative

Pictures: Alec Fraser



This years’ Essex Area Church Crawl was 
arranged by the Blackwater DFAS Church 
Recording group led by Grace Waight.

During the course of the day, three churches were 
visited, starting with St Giles’ in Langford, which 
the Blackwater group is currently recording. The 
churches were chosen because of their association 
with the Rev. Ernest Geldart, an architect and 
designer, who was Rector of Little Braxted Church 
1881-1900.

The day started at St Giles’ at 10.30am with tea, 
coffee and biscuits to welcome our visitors from 
other societies in the Essex area.  We had about 
50 people in attendance. After refreshments, 
Churchwarden Irene Allen gave a talk on the history 
of the church and items of interest.

St Giles is a unique Grade II* listed building and is 
believed to be of early Norman construction and 
originally had apses at both eastern and western 
ends. The church was extended and restored in 
1882 and paid for by Lady Mary Jane Byron. The 
Rev. Geldart designed the choir stalls and windows 
in the sanctuary.

By noon we arrived at St Nicholas in Little Braxted. 
A talk was given by church member Ian Forward. 
The church is Grade 1 listed and was built 
about the year 1120. It is one of the smallest 
churches in the county. 

The only original Norman window left is on 
the north side of the apse. The Rev. Geldart 
extended and redecorated the church. Every 
surface is adorned with wall paintings, stencil 
work and brocade and raffia wall coverings. It is 
a very individual and unique sight to see.

A break for lunch at various pubs and then we 
were on to our last church, All Saints in Little 
Totham. A talk was given by Lorna Key.

A Grade 1 listed Norman church, the 12th 

Totham. A talk was given by Lorna Key. A Grade 1 
listed Norman church, the 12th century south door 
shows the craft of the blacksmith with its large 
hand-made iron nails and sanctuary knocker.

In 2001 an extension was added to the main 
building enabling the north door to be unblocked 
from the inside and re-opened. English Heritage 
pronounced the ironwork nationally important. 

When the door was renovated a clay impression 
was taken of the tree rings at the bottom nearest 
hinge with the most accurate date of 1075 and 
possibly even older.The stained glass in the 
east window was installed by the Rev. Frederick 
Thomas Gardner as a memorial to his son, who 
was killed in the First World War.

The coloured glass elsewhere is Victorian while 
much of the clear glass in other windows is 
mediaeval. Research is being undertaken as to the 
level of input the Rev. Geldart contributed to the 
renovation in 1882.

Comments from visitors were, how different 
and diverse the choice of churches and how 
knowledgeable, informative and humorous the 
speakers were: also what a delicious afternoon tea. 

Words: Anne Walklett, Church Recorder
Pictures: Alec Fraser

Following in 
the

footsteps of 
the

Rev Geldart

BHSA Christmas Fair - see page opposite for 
a full report



Paul began a career in journalism with Home 
Counties Newspaper Group and also enjoyed 
a stint working on trade magazines at Vauxhall 
Motors.  It was here that he made frequent visits 
to the company’s then new plant at Ellesmere Port 
in Cheshire. This prompted him to apply to join the 
Liverpool Daily Post & Echo which was looking for a 
young “keen” reporter to be based in their Chester 
office.  

He packed his bags and headed North West.  After 
two brief years in the historic city - during which 
time he met and subsequently married Helen - he 
transferred to north Merseyside, initially to the 
maritime borough of Bootle and eventually to the 
resort of Southport.

In the mid-1980s, Paul was headhunted by a 
London public relations consultancy.  Based in the 
“Square Mile” and undecided where to live, he took 
the advice of a client, boarded a train at Liverpool 
Street station and travelled as far as he wished his 
commute journey to last.  He would later put his 
commuting to good use, using the travel time to 
study for a BA with the Open University. 

With Helen and their two young children, he moved 
to Witham where they have settled: in time Helen 
would become PA to the Chief Executive of Essex 
County Council.

In the early 1990s Paul, with several colleagues, 
decided to set up their own public relations 
consultancy where he continued to specialise in 
media relations for City law firms, accountants and 
management consultants. 

Throughout his private - and working life - Paul 
has had a passion for film making.  It started when 
Helen bought him a standard 8mm cine camera to 
record their children growing up.  

Over the years he won national and international 
awards as an amateur film maker while in his 
business life he produced corporate videos for 
clients.  So it was only natural that when he retired 
he decided to give full rein to his passion. 

Combining his communication skills with those 
of a seasoned videographer, Paul set up Your 
Life Story Video, specialising in people’s video 
biographies.  So when not editing the BDFAS 
newsletter or attending lectures, he can be found 
filming with the latest high definition equipment – a 
far cry from his original 8mm cine camera.

Meet the Committee - Paul Desmond, Newsletter Editor

BHSA Christmas Fair 
A change of day and time from the previous year, 
the 2015 Christmas Fair was held on a Sunday 
afternoon from 3pm until 6pm, and was well 
attended. 

We asked for smaller items for young children to 
buy. Thank you to everyone who donated items; we 
sold a lot of things, but at a much lower price than 
last year. 

The stall was really well supported, especially by the 
children who bought items for Nana and Granddad, 
Mum and Dad; this made our job especially 
enjoyable, talking to the children. The stall looked 
very attractive.

We were also there to promote Blackwater DFAS 
and several people took away leaflets.  We really 
enjoyed running the stall again and all the profits 
went straight to the BHSA (Wickham Bishops Village 
Hall) to assist with the upkeep of the hall.

We will sort through any unsold items and make 
up two boxes to give to Little Totham church for the 
bric-a-brac stall at their summer fete, and also a box 
for St Bartholomew’s Church, Wickham Bishops, 
for their on-going bric-a-brac stall in the church hall 
foyer.  

Some items will be kept for this year, and anything 
that is left will be given to a charity shop.

Thank you to all members who very generously 
supported this project; the total handed to the BHSA 
was £63.60.  

Sylvia, Sheila, Stephanie and Sue.



On a wet and miserable day at the end of 
October a group of members and their 
guests left Wickham Bishops by coach to 
visit the Hampshire Heritage Collection.

This collection comprises three interesting houses: 
Chawton House, where Jane Austen’s brother, 
Edward, lived; Jane Austen’s house in the village of 
Chawton; and thirdly, the Gilbert White and Oates 
Collections in Selborne.

Our first port of call was Chawton House, a Grade 
II* listed Elizabethan manor house, built in 1580 by 

John Knight and at one time the home of Edward 
Austen Knight.

As we walked up the drive in heavy rain the house 
looked imposing in its parkland setting but the 
interior did not match the exterior, being mainly 
dark panelling with occasional paintings – very 
little furniture. However, all of the chairs had been 
reupholstered and it was gratifying to be informed 
that we could sit upon any of them.

Extensively restored

In 1992 a 125-year lease was 
purchased for £1.25 million by an 
American foundation headed by 
Sandra Lerner and Leonard Bosack, 
co-founders of Cisco Systems.  

The house was then extensively 
restored and the Centre for the Study 
of Early Women’s Writing 1600-
1830 was established.   It includes a 
collection of more than 9000 books 
and documents previously located in 
Richmond, USA. 

Hampshire Heritage Collection Visit
 
Interestingly one of the earlier portraits is of Lady 
Wortley Montague, an early feminist socialite, 
who after contracting smallpox travelled to 
Constantinople, where she had her son inoculated 
against the disease.  Her role in introducing 
smallpox vaccination was much more active than 
supposed.

After tea and coffee in the kitchens, we were given 
a lecture on the history and contents of the house, 
followed by a tour of the building with  a member of 
the Knight family.

A permanent home

We then moved on to the centre of Chawton village, 
where we visited Jane Austen’s house.  In 1808 her 
brother Edward, who had been adopted by distant 
cousins, Thomas and Catherine Knight, offered his 
mother and sisters a permanent home on the estate 
he had inherited at Chawton.

There Jane wrote or published her major novels.  
Persuasion and Northanger Abbey were published 
after her death, probably from bovine TB, in 1818.

In 1947 T. Edward Carpenter bought the house 
and garden and, after restoration, formed the Jane 
Austen Memorial Trust and set up the current 
museum.

Our lady members were delighted to see the 
embroidery worked by the sisters, including a 
patchwork quilt, whitework on muslin.

Our final destination was Selborne and the home of 

Gilbert White, one of England’s earliest and most 



famous naturalists.  After lunch in the tea-room we 
were free to tour round the house and its 30-acre 
garden.

England’s first Ecologist

Gilbert White was a ‘parson-naturalist’, being a 
curate and a pioneering naturalist and ornithologist. 
His noted work was “Natural History and Antiquities 
of Selborne”, which detailed records of over 400 
plant and animal species collected by William 
Markwick and White over 25 years.

He inherited the house in 1763 and became vicar 
of Selborne for the fourth time in 1784.  He died 
nine years later and is regarded as England’s first 
ecologist and one who helped to shape today’s 

attitude of respect for nature.

The tour of the house takes in many rooms, some 
dating from 1660.  They all illustrate the times and 
career of an exceptional scholar.  Because of the 
weather we all decided not to venture out into the 
extensive gardens.  That pleasure will be kept for 
another day.

The last part of the day was spent on the top floor of 
the house, the Oates Collection, a museum I found 
most fascinating as from a young boy I had grown 
up with the story of the ill-fated Scott expedition.

Antartic fame

The Oates Collection is partly dedicated to the 
achievements of Frank Oates, born in 1840, the 
uncle of Captain Lawrence Oates.  Frank was 
educated at Oxford and first travelled to Central and 
North America.  Later, accompanied part of the way 
by his brother W.E. Oates, he set out for Africa.  

There are many artefacts to see which illustrate his 
amazing journeys.   

The second part of the Collection is given over to 
the story of Captain Lawrence Oates of Antarctic 
fame, known forever for his last words “I am just 
going outside and may be some time”.   

He was born in 1880 and after Eton, joined the 
army and saw service in the Second Boer War.  He 
was badly injured with one leg being left 1” shorter 
than the other. In 1910 he applied to join Scott’s 
expedition and was accepted on account of his 
experience with horses and his financial contribution 
(£60,000 at today’s value).

Severe snow bite

In 1912 the five-man polar party set off for the South 
Pole.  On 18th January they reached their objective 
to find that Roald Amundsen had beaten them by 35 
days.   

On the way back to base, suffering from lack of 
food, severe snow bite and bad weather, they ran 
into difficulties.  Lawrence, with his old wound and 
frostbite slowing him down, walked out of his tent 
into a blizzard and -40 degrees C and was never 
seen again.

Artefacts about his life, including his childhood at the 
family home, Gestingthorpe Hall in Essex, and items 
from the expedition can be viewed here and at the 
Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge.

Words by David Anderson
Pictures by Bill Allen

Among the many beautiful exhibits to be found at 
Jane Austen’s house.  



Festive Spirit at The Bull in Gt Totham
Some 57 members came along to The Bull in Gt Totham on 14 December and we were in a festive mood; 
the food and service was very good, and 
the paper hats that came from the crackers 
actually stayed on and members had to be 
reminded to remove them before leaving!  

We had some new members present who 
said that they thoroughly enjoyed the meal 
and the chance to meet and chat to existing 
members.  

Our “trial run” of a raffle was hugely 
successful and members were so generous.  
Thank you so much; we raised £102, 
which will be used for funding a Young Arts project in 2016. This also helps to fulfil our Mutual Obligations 
agreement with NADFAS. Thank you to everyone who worked hard to make this event a success. 
Photographs by Alec Fraser


