
BLACKWATER DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 
VISIT TO Chawton House, Jane Austen’s House and Gilbert White 

Collection  
DATE: 29th October 2015 

 
 
The Hampshire Heritage Collection comprises 3 fascinating houses, Jane 
Austen’s house, Chawton House, where her brother Edward lived, and The 
Gilbert White and Oates Collection. With over 400 years of history, Chawton 
House is a rich blend of architectural styles and features, set in idyllic Hampshire 
countryside, while the library is home to a unique collection of early women’s 
writing. The house in which Jane Austen lived so happily is now a museum to 
her life. On display are Austen family portraits and memorabilia, original 
manuscripts and first editions of her novels. Gilbert White was one of England’s 
earliest and most famous naturalists, whose accomplishments include classifying 
different birds by their songs, and being one of the first to record the weather. 
The exhibition covering Captain Oates’ epic journey of discovery to the South 
Pole with Captain Scott in 1911 – 12 includes his sledge, the photographs and 
film taken on the exhibition, what they ate and wore, and the poignant letters 
written home.  
 

ITINERARY 

 8.00 a.m. Depart Wickham Bishops Church car park 

10.30 a.m. Arrive Chawton House for tea/coffee, introductory talk and free-flow 

tour of house and grounds 

12.0. p.m. Walk across to Jane Austen’s House  

1.30.p.m. Coach to Gilbert White’s House for lunch (not included in price), a 

short introductory talk then time to explore house, exhibitions and 

gardens 

4.30.p.m. Depart for Wickham Bishops 

  

          

COST: Members: £42.50  Guests : £45.50    

    

   

BDFAS regrets that no refund will be given for cancellation within 72 hours of the 

visit, and prior to that a refund is only possible if a replacement can be found. 

 

Reservations with payments (cheques preferred payable to BDFAS) and enquiries to; 

Hilary Bebb White Hart Cottage, Maldon Road, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford Essex 

CM3 2HJ  Email: hilary@bebb.net 

Tel 01245 381065   In case of emergency on the day of the visit please contact: 

07740 426381. 

 

 

BDFAS VISIT: Chawton House  

Please reserve……………member’s place(s) and……………..guest place(s). 

I enclose £………………. in payment 

Name of member booking…………………………………… 

Tel:……………………….Emergency tel…………………………… 


