
BLACKWATER DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

VISIT TO Basildon Park 

DATE: 11th June 2015 

 

Basildon Park estate was purchased by Francis Sykes in 1771. Sykes had 
made his fortune in the East India Company and required a home befitting his 
status. He demolished the old house and employed architect John Carr to build 
the Bath stone mansion you see today. During the First World War Basildon Park 
was used as a convalescent home for officers and soldiers of the Berkshire 
regiments. During the Second World War the estate served a number of 
purposes including being used by the 101st Airborne Division of the American 
Army for D-Day training and later as a prisoner of war camp for Germans and 
Italians. In 1952 Lord and Lady Iliffe bought Basildon Park, which had been badly 
damaged during the war. The couple set about restoring the house sensitively to 
its former glory but with the addition of modern day comforts such as central 
heating, a modern kitchen and bathrooms. The interiors of Basildon Park are 
used as the Crawley family’s London residence, Grantham House in the 
television series Downton Abbey.   

 

ITINERARY 

 9.00 a.m. Depart Wickham Bishops Church car park 

11.00 a.m.  Arrive Basildon Park for coffee, introductory talk then free-flow tour 

of house and gardens. Lunch and afternoon tea available as required. 

4.00 p.m. Depart for Wickham Bishops 

         

COST: Members:       £33.80         Guests :        £36.80     

            NT Members: £23.00         NT Guests:  £26.00  

  (Please remember to bring your NT Membership Card) 

 

BDFAS regrets that no refund will be given for cancellation within 72 hours of the 

visit, and prior to that a refund is only possible if a replacement can be found. 

 

Reservations with payments (cheques preferred payable to BDFAS) and enquiries to; 

Hilary Bebb White Hart Cottage, Maldon Road, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford Essex 

CM3 2HJ  Email: hilary@bebb.net 

Tel 01245 381065   In case of emergency on the day of the visit please contact: 

07740 426381. 

 

 

BDFAS VISIT: Basildon Park  

Name …………………………………..  

Please reserve……………member’s place(s) and……………..guest place(s). 

Please reserve……………NT member place(s) and…………...NT guest place(s). 

 

I enclose £………………. in payment 

Tel:………………………. 

Name of guest/s……………………………………… 


