
APRIL LECTURE FOR BDFAS BY 

ANNE HAWORTH 

THE NARCISSUS FLOWER: LEGEND AND 

HERALD OF SPRING IN EUROPEAN AND 

ASIAN ART  

Artists and sculptors from Caravaggio to 

John William Waterhouse have interpreted 

the legend of the beautiful yet fated youth 

who rejected Echo and fell in love with his 

reflection in the pool of shimmering water. 

He was transformed into the flower with a 

golden trumpet and white petals, now 

commonly known as the daffodil. The 

flower peeps from the borders of Medieval 

manuscripts and is woven in the flowery 

meads of tapestries. Dancing across the 

pages of Wordsworth’s poem, the daffodil 

dazzles in baroque silver and enchants in 

the designs of William Morris. Its Chinese 

name translates as Water Fairy Flower 

and in China and Japan, the narcissus is a 

universal emblem of the lunar New Year, 

inspiring poets and painters. Narcissi sway 

in ancient paintings, cluster on painted 

delicate porcelains and glisten in jades 

made for the Chinese Emperors. No 

Chinese New Year celebration is complete 

without auspicious fragrant narcissi grown 

in containers of shimmering water 

RECOMMENDED READING 

Ovid, ‘Metamorphoses’; William 

Wordsworth, ‘Daffodils’; William 

Shakespeare, ‘The Winter’s Tale’ 4.2; The 

British Museum exhibition catalogue 

‘Shakespeare Staging the World’. 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-

art/1973.120.4 Metropolitan Museum of 

Art Webpage with information on a famous 

painting, called Narcissus, by Zhao 

Mengjian who lived during the 13th 

Century. 

http://www.chinaonlinemuseum.com/painti

ng-flowers-features.php  online museum, 

Chinese flower paintings 

 
 

 

ANNE HAWORTH, BIOGRAPHY 

 

Anne lectures regularly at the Victoria and 

Albert Museum and guides private 

evening tours of the State Rooms at 

Buckingham Palace and at the Queen’s 

Gallery. She is a visiting lecturer at the 

British Museum and lectures frequently for 

private groups visiting London’s museums 

and art galleries. She gave gallery talks in 

the exhibition ‘China; The Three 

Emperors’, at the Royal Academy. From 

1981 to 1995, she was a specialist in 

European and Asian ceramics at the head 

offices of first, Bonham’s and then 

Christie’s, during which time she 

appraised many private collections of 

ceramics in Britain and Europe.  From 

1995 to 2002, she was resident in 

Shanghai, China where she gave lectures 

to the international community of 

diplomats and expatriates. On returning to 

London in 2002, she worked on a short 

project cataloguing Chinese ceramics at 

Kensington Palace. She currently teaches 

a course on British art, 1760-1960 to 

American students resident in London. 

 


