
Tchaikovsky, Chekhov and 
Levitan 
 
Tchaikovsky was one of the first 
people to perceive Chekhov’s 
genius, and unusually took the step 
of becoming personally acquainted 
with the writer, despite his shy and 
retiring nature.  The admiration was 
mutual, and the much younger 
Chekhov was proud to dedicate a 
story collection to the great 
composer.  This lecture explores 
why Tchaikovsky and Chekhov 
should have felt such admiration for 
each other’s work, and examines 
their lives and careers in the 
context of late nineteenth-century 
Russian culture, paying particular 
attention to the paintings of Isaak 
Levitan, whose name is often 
mentioned in the same breath.  
Levitan, Russia’s greatest 
landscape painter, was one of 
Chekhov’s best friends.  The 
lecture will discuss the elegiac, 
lyrical and autumnal quality of their 
work, which, together with 
Tchaikovsky’s music, evokes so 
well the atmosphere of late Imperial 
Russia. 
 
 

 
 
Rosamund Bartlett has held senior 
university posts in Russian, Music 
and History, and was most recently 
a Fernand Braudel Senior Fellow in 
the Department of History and 
Civilization at the European 
University Institute in Fiesole.   She 
is a Fellow of the European 
Humanities Research Centre at the 
University of Oxford, Visiting 
Professor at Rose Bruford College 
of Theatre and Performance, and 
Honorary Associate in the School 

of Languages and Cultures at the 
University of Sydney. 

 
Her latest book, Tolstoy: A 

Russian Life, was published in 
2010, and was longlisted for the 
Samuel Johnson Prize.  Her other 
books include Wagner and Russia 
(Cambridge UP), Chekhov: Scenes 
from a Life (Free Press), Literary 
Russia: A Guide (Picador), and the 
edited volumes Shostakovich in 
Context (Oxford UP) and Victory 
over the Sun: The World’s First 
Futurist Opera (Exeter UP). In 
addition to contributing to the 
authoritative New Grove Dictionary 
of Music and Musicians and The 
Cambridge History of Russia, she 
has written articles for leading 
scholarly journals and worked 
extensively as a translator: her 
Chekhov anthology About Love 
and Other Stories (Oxford UP, 
2004) was shortlisted for the 
Weidenfeld Translation Prize.  She 
also edited and translated the first 
unexpurgated edition of Chekhov’s 
letters for Penguin Classics, and 
her new translation of Anna 
Karenina for Oxford World’s 
Classics will be published in the 
autumn of 2014. 
 
 In recent years she has given 
lectures at venues such as the 
Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden, the British Library, the 
National Gallery, the Victoria and 
Albert Museum and the National 
Theatre, and broadcast on the BBC 
and on Russian, Australian and 
American national radio.   She is 
regularly invited to accompany 
tours throughout Europe as guest 
lecturer, and has been travelling to 
Russia since 1978.  She is the 
Founding Director of the Anton 
Chekhov Foundation, set up to 
preserve the Chekhov House-
Museum in Yalta, and in 2010 was 
awarded the Chekhov 150th 
Anniversary Medal by the Russian 
government.  She was born and 
brought up in London, and lives in 
Oxford. 
 


