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MEET ME AT THE WALDORF! 
The extraordinary story of two iconic hotels built on Astor feuds, fortunes and patronage 

by Mary Alexander BA(Hons) MA  

AN ESSEX AREA STUDY DAY 
 

Wednesday 9th April 2014   Foakes Hall  Great Dunmow  CM6 1DG 
 

After more than thirty years’ experience as a lecturer, including the delivery of Public Lectures in museums, Mary 

Alexander is now a freelance lecturing to various arts, heritage and antiquarian societies. Her background combines 

an unusual blend of academic and visual communication skills and this presentation includes totally new images of 

recent restoration previously unseen by a NADFAS audience. Mary will also bring items from her personal collection of 

historic postcards and posters, for us to examine. 

 

Immortalised in Cole Porter’s lyrics ‘You’re the top! You’re a Waldorf Salad’……’ 

the Waldorf Astoria New York was the glamorous home to international celebrities in the 1930s.  But 

it also had an equally iconic predecessor!  Built by the Astors in the 1890s, at the height of the ‘Gilded 

Age’, for high society clientele and visiting royalty.  This is an extraordinary story of a bitter family 

feud, revenge, Prohibition, moving uptown and the creation of a legendary icon.  We will explore the 

stunning interiors of both hotels, the artists and designers who created them, and the personalities who 

met, feasted and lived there. 

 
Programme 

 
10.00  Registration & coffee 

10.30  1893- A ‘glittering palace’ arises on Fifth Avenue 

11.30  Break 

11.45 1931 The Spirit of Achievement 

13.00  Light lunch and coffee 

14.00  Behind the scenes 
   

The cost of this Study Day is £28.00 pp to include a light lunch and all drinks. 
 

Enquiries and applications for places should be addressed to: 
 

David Hattersley MBE, 22 Malvern Drive, Woodford Green Essex, IG8 0JW 

e-mail:davidhattersley117@btinternet.com    Telephone:020 8504 8263 / 07860 758544 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Study Day Wednesday 9th April 2014 - Foakes Hall Great Dunmow CM6 1DG 
 

I wish to attend the Study Day on 9
th
 April 2014 and require……places @ £28.00 each. 

 

Herewith my cheque for £…………..payable to Essex Area NADFAS and a 

 stamped and addressed envelope, minimum size C5, for the return of my ticket(s). 
 

NAME………………………………………………………………………………BLOCK CAPITALS  
 

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER…………………………………...E-MAIL…………………………………... 
 

I am a NADFAS member from……………………………………..Society  /  I am a visitor 
 

I would like you to send me a map.  Please tick here…….. 
 

Please see overleaf  
For booking terms and a space to let us know of any dietary requirements for you or your party. 



Meet Me at the Waldorf 
The extraordinary story of two iconic hotels built on Astor feuds, fortunes and art patronage 

 

‘You’re the top! You’re a Waldorf salad’ Cole Porter, 1934 
 

This is the intriguing story of two iconic New York hotels and the creators, designers, and celebrities who met, feasted and 

lived there. Few realise that the glamorous art deco Waldorf-Astoria hotel on Park Avenue, New York ‘home in New York to 

the stars’, had an equally iconic predecessor, the old Waldorf-Astoria on Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, where liveried footmen 

wore eighteenth century style breeches.  

 

Built in the 1890s by the feuding Astor cousins William Waldorf Astor and John Jacob Astor IV, the old Waldorf-Astoria 

had been the place to meet and be seen, where high society paraded in the latest Parisian fashions in Peacock Alley. Business 

tycoons, entrepreneurs and acquisitive art collectors such as J P Morgan and Henry Clay Frick met there to ‘do deals’ -  

finance or art. In 1929 in true New York style, it was sold and demolished to make way for the Empire State building.   

 

Moving uptown and reflecting the relentless climb up the social grid of Manhattan, the glamorous new Waldorf-Astoria on 

Park Avenue at 50th Street was built at the height of the Depression and was famous before it opened.  At Christmas and 

New Year, the world tuned into the celebrations from the famous Starlight Room with its roof open to the skies. Its glittering 

‘Jazz Age’ interiors were created by leading European designers, artists and sculptors.  Celebrity guests included 

international royalty, politicians and Hollywood stars including Greta Garbo and Frank Sinatra. We will recreate the 

stunning interiors of both hotels and the personalities who created and enjoyed them. 

 

For further information and a selection of photographs please see  

Mary’s website: www.maryalexander.org.uk/lectures  
 

 

Terms of Booking 
 

Please read these before filling in the application form overleaf.  Thank you. 

 
Application forms should be sent to the Organiser, David Hattersley MBE 

Essex Area NADFAS Study Days are open to non-members.  There is a place to tell us this overleaf. 

************** 

Only one name should appear on each form, even if applying jointly.  When applying for more than one person we ask that you please 

supply their names, addresses and telephone numbers on a separate sheet.  Thank you. 

 

In this way we not only have contact details in cases of emergency, but the opportunity to include those for whom you are applying in future 

Essex Area NADFAS mailings.  Should anyone not wish to be included, please say so. 

 

Cheques for this and similar events are payable to Essex Area NADFAS and must be accompanied by a stamped and addressed 

envelope. 

Your ticket will then be sent to you and constitutes receipt of payment.  Please bring your ticket(s) with you.  We regret post-dated cheques 

cannot be accepted. 

In the event of you, or a member of your party, having to cancel, please let the Organiser know immediately.  Normally refunds can only be 

made where there is a waiting list. 

 

Special dietary requirements are required for: 
 
Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………… 

 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………. 

 


