
BLACKWATER DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

VISIT TO BANQUETING HOUSE AND CHURCHILL WAR ROOMS 

DATE: Thursday 17
th

 October 2013 

 

Banqueting House: This is one of the first examples of the principles of Palladianism being 

applied to an English building, and marks the beginning of a revolution in British architecture. 

Originally the property of the Archbishops of York The Banqueting House was used to provide 

entertainment for Charles I, and was later the scene of his execution. After the fire that destroyed 

Whitehall Palace in 1698, it was used as a chapel until 1890. From 1896 until 1962 it was occupied 

by the Royal United Services Institute and used as a museum. The main hall contains the only 

surviving in-situ ceiling painting of Peter Paul Rubens, one of the most famous from a golden age 

of painting. The vaulted undercroft of the Banqueting House was designed as a drinking den for 

James I and his friends.  

Churchill War Rooms: Churchill’s wartime bunker is a fascinating piece of living history; an 

underground maze of rooms that once buzzed with round-the-clock planning and plotting, strategies 

and secrets. Our journey begins at the War Cabinet Room, where Churchill and his inner circle 

plotted the war. We'll discover how life and work continued underground, from top-secret 

conversations between Churchill and Roosevelt in the Transatlantic Telephone Room to more 

domestic concerns in the Churchills’ Kitchen. In the Map Room, the informational hub of the entire 

site, everything has remained exactly as it was when the lights were finally switched off on 16 

August 1945. Churchill’s Room, an office-bedroom boasted the most comfortable living conditions 

within the bunker. 

§   

ITINERARY 

8.30 am Depart Wickham Bishops Church car park 

11.00am Arrive Banqueting House London 

12md              Depart Banqueting House. We shall walk across Horse Guards Parade 

1.00pm           Arrive at Churchill’s War Rooms for lunch (not included in price of trip) 

2.00pm           Visit War rooms and museum with time for a cup of tea before departure 

4.00pm           Depart for Wickham Bishops 

       

COST: Members: £36.40   Guests: £39.40     

   

BDFAS regrets that no refund will be given for cancellation within 72 hours of the visit, and 

prior to that a refund is only possible if a replacement can be found. 

 

Reservations with payments (cheques preferred payable to BDFAS) and enquiries to; 

Hilary Bebb White Hart Cottage, Maldon Road, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford Essex CM3 2HJ 

Tel 01245 381065   In case of emergency on the day of the visit please contact: 

07740 426381. 

 

 

BDFAS VISIT: Banqueting House and Churchill War Rooms 

    Thursday 17
th

 October 2013 

Name: ….........................................  

Please reserve……………member’s place(s) and……………..guest place(s). 

I enclose £………………. in payment 

Tel no…………………………………………… 

Emergency Tel no…................................................. 

Email..................................................................... 

Name of Guest …................................................. 


