
Who Wrote Shakespeare? 

This lecture presents the true story 

behind the name Shake-speare and 

paints a picture of the court intrigue and 

treachery that led to the biggest cover-up 

of English history. It tells the poignant 

tale of the buried author Edward de Vere, 

17th Earl of Oxford, poet, playwright, 

musician, composer, and patron of 

actors, a real-life Hamlet who sacrificed 

his name and reputation for the sake of 

his art, and whose love for the Queen 

weathered all storms. In addition, it 

demonstrates that the semi-literate man 

from Stratford, known as Gulielmus 

Shaxpere, lacked the education and 

experience (as well as the inside 

knowledge of court affairs) evinced by 

the author, and could not have 

lampooned the ruling elite without 

forfeiting his life. Finally it shows how an 

understanding of Shakespeare’s true 

identity adds new depth to his works. 
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graduated from Oxford with a first-class 
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England in 1997 he acted as literary assistant 

to the poet and philosopher Nicholas Hagger 
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the abolition of hereditary peers from the 
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He is a vice-president of the Royal Stuart 

Society, and founder of the De Vere Society.  

His biography of Nell Gwyn was published by 

Macmillan in 2005, followed in 2010 by 

Shakespeare’s Lost Kingdom: The True History 

of Shakespeare and Elizabeth, published by 

Grove Press. The recent movie Anonymous, 

starring Vanessa Redgrave as Elizabeth I, has 
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Shakespeare’s true identity was suppressed 

for political reasons.  Charles is currently 

working on a biography of the pianist John 

Ogdon entitled Piano Man, to be published by 
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