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Editorial 
Forty seemed a watershed when I reached it in 1983….. all my favourite 

sportsmen of my age were retired from cricket and football with occasional 

exceptions who dallied with the games into their “sporting dotage”. To me “Life 

begins at Forty” was a hollow promise as a sop to the loss of physical powers. 

But in an organisation like Blackwater Decorative and Fine Arts Society 40 

Years marks our development from a fledgling “Arts and Crafts Appreciation 

Society” for in the main middle aged, middle class women who wanted to 

improve their knowledge of the Arts and had the time to devote to meetings. 

From those beginnings, 
which are chronicled in 
an article by Paddy 
Lacey further on in the 
Newsletter, we now have 
a mature, active Society 
that appeals across a 
wide spectrum of the 
population in our part of 
Essex. And it also 
reflects a change in the 
demography of Britain.  

Interestingly I have a copy of a Pelican Book 
by Allan F Sillitoe “Britain in Figures” which 
coincidentally was first published in 1971! The 
aim of the book was “to make available a 
selection of statistics showing social trends in 
this country during the last twenty to thirty 
years”. Like all books on statistics it is out of 
date the moment it is published but for us 
does reflect the social state of Britain at that 
time. The average life expectancy of men was 
69 and women 75 – as Sillitoe explains “in 
retirement women are still physically less 
vulnerable and the ‘gap’ between life 
expectation for men and women has 
remained proportionally the same since the 
1870’s”. By 2009 the figures had risen 
dramatically to 78 for men and 82 for women, 
demonstrating not just an increase in years 
but also a reduction in the gender gap. 

So increasingly leisure time is available to a 
younger retired group and our Society helps 
fill the void. The same book has some 
interesting statistics on leisure pursuits – in 
1971  a  government   report   “Planning    for  

Leisure”  shows  25%   of    
time  was   spent watching 
television and only 5% for 
men and 17% for women on 
crafts and hobbies. Forty 
years on and the increase 
and growth of the leisure 
industry has increased the 
range and variety of activity.  

Internet and other sedentary 
and individual interests have 
been  paralleled by a greater 

interest in Arts and Heritage. By 2010 over 
45% of adults made at least one annual visit 
to a museum and gallery and over three 
quarters of the population have “engaged 
with the Arts” – to include dance, reading and 
attending plays and dramas. This trend 
continues to increase and our Society is but 
one organisation providing the opportunity to 
engage in “The Arts” 

When we look at our membership profile now 
we have 25% men and 75% women, who 
have been retiring at an earlier age and have 
energy to devote to BDFAS, including 
Heritage Volunteering, Church Recording and 
Young Arts. 

2011 was Blackwater’s Ruby Anniversary and 
to celebrate the 40 years we were lucky to 
have Peter Darty return to give a study day 
on Art Deco, a superb overseas trip to Madrid, 
excellent lectures and, at our annual Cheese 
and Wine, Gri Harrison, National Chairman, 
was very welcome and gave an inspiring 
explanation of the NADFAS “State of the 
Nation”.  
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BDFAS is your Society and as we move to the 
next decade please take the chance to tell us 
what you want us to provide - be it lecture 
topics, places to visit and more extended 
Study Days. But at the same time the quid 
pro quo is that Societies do not run 
themselves and willing volunteers to join the 
teams are always needed and welcomed with 
open arms. 

 

Gri Harrison, Sue Jackman and Bill Allen cut the cake 

 

Responses to this editorial or letters of any 

description will be received for publication. 

Send to Bill Allen at  wrallen@dsl.pipex.com  

Please note: the views expressed are those of 

the author and not of BDFAS as a whole. 

 

BDFAS Website 

We are considering creating a website, as 

most of our members have internet access. 

But need a volunteer to design and run the 

site.   Do we have any volunteers? 
 

Reminder 
Don’t forget to book the trips to Tate 

Britain and Durham and Vienna if you are 

interested in coming as soon as possible, 

so we know numbers well in advance. 
 

BDFAS Visit to Kew Gardens 
May 10th 2011 

The weather was once again kind for a BDFAS visit. 
It was warm and sunny. My husband and I had a 
quick coffee and sandwich on the terrace of the 
Orangery and set off on our tour. 

Our first stop was Kew Palace. Built in 1631 by 
Samuel Fortrey, a merchant of Dutch origin it is 
constructed of red bricks laid in Flemish bond style. 
At the entrance one of the guides, charmingly 
dressed in 18

th
 century costume, informed us that 

the bricks had been painted red during the recent 
restoration as it had been discovered that this was 
done in the past to make the bricks appear an even 
colour.  

George III bought the house in 1781 for his growing 

family and it eventually became a more permanent 

home for the Royal Family. There were many things 

to see in the rooms within the house. Two of the 

king’s sons were married here in one of Queen 

Charlotte’s rooms as she was very ill. She died in 

her bedroom sitting in a chair on 17 November 1818. 

The restored and unrestored bedrooms occupied by 

the princesses can be seen. They were allowed to 

decorate them in the latest fashion. One of the 

rooms contains a very realistic bust of George III 

which is a reproduction taken from an original mould 

kept in Madame Tussauds’ archive. 

After a ten-year restoration the Palace was 

reopened to the public in April 2006. Prince Charles 

hosted a private dinner party to celebrate the 

Queen’s 80
th
 birthday. The dining room is rather 

small but apparently 26 members of the Royal family 

fitted in. This was the first time that a monarch had 

dined there for 200 years.  Portraits of George III 

and Queen Charlotte which used to hang here are 

now in the room on loan from Prince Charles. 

From the Palace we enjoyed a stroll along the 

Rhododendron Walk where the shrubs were in full 

bloom. 

Approaching the Pagoda offered many photographic 

opportunities. Does anyone else think that it leans? 

A walk around the Temperate House was rather 

warm even though there was plenty of ventilation. 

The Princess of Wales Conservatory was named 

after Princess Augusta, founder of Kew and opened 

in 1987 by Diana, Princess of Wales. It was 

designed by Gordon Wilson to be energy efficient 

and was built partly underground. It is like a low 

lying, angular ‘glazed hill’. It has ten computer-

controlled climatic zones under one roof.  My 

favourite area was the central area with an elevated 

aquaria with its lily pond and dangling mangrove 

roots. Tanks nearby contained baby water dragons 

used to control insects and rays and poison dart tree 

frogs. 



 

There have been three Alpine Houses at Kew since 
1837. The latest, the Davies Alpine House was built 
in 1981 and. designed to create the cool, dry and 
windy conditions that alpine plants like. The built-in-
systems were designed to control temperature, 
ventilation and moisture levels. It is a striking 
structure with glass sides, a ten metre high roof and 
fan-like shades for protection from the sun. The 
displays are changed about every two weeks 
throughout the season. 

 Our lecture in April was about the Victorian artist 
Marianne North and I expect many of the members 
went to the Gallery first. Restoration of the building 
and every single painting was carried out in 2008/9. 
When I finally reached the Marianne North Gallery 
time was running out and I was only able to have a 
quick walk round but I could not help being 
impressed with the detail and quality of the 
paintings. They were certainly packed in. As well as 
the paintings she decorated the doors and their 
surrounds. The brightly coloured paintings of 
flowers, landscapes, animals and birds were the 
result of travels made between 1871 and 1885 
around the globe. You have to admire those 
Victorian ladies. I understand there are no fewer 
than 832 paintings which she arranged herself on 
the walls. 

Plenty of walking but I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to 
Kew Gardens. I found the history of Kew Palace 
particularly fascinating. The architecture of the 
Davies Alpine Garden and the Princess of Wales 
Conservatory was impressive. The Princess of 
Wales Conservatory containing some of my 
favourite plants and was my favourite planting. 
There was a lot to see in only a day and so I must 
go back particularly to the Marianne North Gallery 
where I expect to spend many hours studying her 
paintings. 

Grace Waight 
 
Space meant delay in publishing this visit until now 
- Editor 

 

Church Recording 
  
The last session of 2011 was held on 9 November. 
We will start recording again in April 2012. If anyone 
is interested in joining us please contact me on… 
01376 518906 

Grace Waight  
 

Programme Secretary  
 
To add some extra interest and knowledge 
before the visit to Tudely Church and, later, the 
extended visit to Vienna, do make sure you 
come to the lectures on Chagall in February and 
Vienna in May.  

From the Archives 
Bottom of the list of duties of the Honorary Secretary 
of BDFAS is care of the Society’s archives, that task 
has been brought into focus in this the 40

th
 year of 

the Society’s existence. Various files have now been 
collected together which includes a ruled Students 
Note book that contains the Minutes from 
March1971 until .December 1976. 

The very first meeting took place on Friday March 
26

th
 1971 when it was decided to form a steering 

committee until an official inaugural meeting could 
be held and a proper working committee elected. 

Mr Berridge was Chairman with Mrs Gabriel as 
Treasurer, Miss Rochford and Mrs Hitchcock as joint 
Secretaries and Mrs Donlea and Mrs Jackman 
making up the team. 

It was suggested that Mr Gordon Doubleday should 
be invited to be Vice Chairman. 

 

It was great having Mrs Jackman giving her 
reminiscences of these times at our recent 40

th
 

Birthday Party. 

The Society got off with a bang and at the April 
committee meeting it was reported that there were 
60 paid up members.  With confidence lectures were 
booked for the rest of the year. By May 1971 
membership numbers had risen to 87 members - an 
impressive expansion! 

The first lecture of the new Society had taken place 
on 18

th
 March, being Mrs Nancy Armstrong from 

Hampton-on -Thames speaking on ‘Faberge’.  The 
second lecture was by Peter Darty speaking on ’The 
Gothic World’.  It will be remembered that a still 
youthful Peter Darty conducted this year’s Study day 
on Art Deco and gave us a splendid presentation!  
His fee in 1971 was £15.75p 
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At the official Inaugural meeting held on 4th 
November Nancy Armstrong spoke again this time 
on ‘The Shape of Glass’. 

The first visit was held in April 1972 to the Fitzwilliam 
Museum in Cambridge followed three months later 
by a visit to Ickworth.  The cost of the coach hire on 
this occasion was £14!  The membership fee in the 
first full year 1972-1973 was £2.50p.  It is interesting 
to note that all expenditure mentioned can be 
magnified twenty times over to bring it up to where 
we are 40 years later in fact as far as membership 
costs go it will be seen that in 2011 we are getting 
as we know a very good deal!   

Paddy Lacey 
 

Rushton Triangular Lodge and 
Boughton House 

14th July 2011 

After an 8.15 start from Wickham Bishops, in 
overcast weather, we had a good coach journey to a 
short coffee stop. Then we set off for Rushton 
Triangular Lodge, near Kettering, to be met by 
sunshine. After time for photographs we then met 
our guide. She began by telling us that the lodge 
was built between 1593 & 1597 as a testament to Sir 
Thomas Tresham’s Roman Catholicism; the number 
three, symbolising the Holy Trinity being apparent 
everywhere.  The unique tower in form triangular - 
built of sand & ironstone alternating red/cream 
colours, overhanging roof with angels on the corners 
and 3 times 3 triangular gables and Latin 
inscriptions, and employing architectural devises to 
illustrate the theme of three. On some of the walls 
are shields with acorns on, part of the Tresham 
heraldic family emblems. Inside are 3 floors, a steep 
staircase to an exposed loft, from where we had a 
lovely view over the countryside. 

 
Triangular Lodge 

We arrived at Boughton House and drove through 
the park to the large house known as "The English 
Versailles”. After a very nice lunch of soup and a fine 
selection of sandwiches, we split into two groups, 
each with a guide. This remarkable house is a 
mixture of the grand and the intimate, with its village 
like Tudor period courtyards fronted by a north front 
of special note. The modest medieval buildings, 
originally purchased by the Montague family in 1526, 
had by 1775 been transformed into what is now one 
of the great houses of Europe. It houses the 
internationally renowned Buccleuch Collection, and 
has for almost five hundred years, been the home of 
the Montague family and their descendants, the 
Dukes of  Buccleuch & Queensberry.  

The house has a unique collection of Boulle 
furniture, bought by Ralph Montague when 
ambassador in France in 1670, there is also 
furniture by W.Kent, Gerrit, Jensen etc. The 
collection includes paintings by B.E.Murillo, 
T.Gainsborough, A.Van Dyck, El Greco, and many 
others. Over 100 tapestries cover many walls, most 
by Mortlake, master of the wardrobe. Fine painted 
ceilings are much in evidence by Louis Cheron. The 
third state room contains an allegory of infidelity – an 
artistic trick; Venus seems to sit up as the spectator 
moves through the room. A fine collection of 
porcelain is contained in the audit room, a Sevres 
service of over 100 pieces from Louis XV dinner set 
made in 1751. Also of note is the long shove-
halfpenny board games table, made in 1702 at a 
cost £3.17s.4d. The drawing room has a set of three 
rugs woven in England in 1583-85, perhaps the 
oldest in this country.  

The armoury contains a treasured family heirloom, 
the sword of Ramillies worn in some great battles by 
the Duke of Marlborough, Duke John’s father in law. 
Also the extremely rare repeat-firing gun invented in 
1718 by J.Puckle. The unfinished wing has the 
Chinese Pavilion made in 1745 of timber & oilskin, 
used in summer & dismantled in winter. This wing 
has never been finished – either not needed or due 
to a shortage of funds. It is currently used to 
demonstrate late 17

th
 century construction methods 

& materials. The stable block of 1704 in the west 
front has the state coach built 1830 & other 
artefacts. For the future there are great plans for the 
park & gardens to be brought back to their original 
glory. At 4.15pm we headed back home full of all the 
lovely things we had seen. A long day, but well 
worth the trip.    

Ellen Hedley 

Visits Team 
The Durham visit 30

th
 April to 4

th
 May is now 

definite and travel arrangements are in place. 
There are still spaces however if anyone else 
would like to join this interesting trip 

And numbers are restricted for Picasso at Tate 
Britain and also Garrick Club so early booking is 
essential to secure a place. 
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Smallhythe Place and 
Godinton House 

4th October 2011 

We arrived at Smallhythe, near Tenterden after a 
quick and smooth journey in King’s latest and finest 
addition to their fleet. Though small, the house has 
everything for a group visit- we quickly discovered 
the tearoom and suitably refreshed we felt able to 
tackle the house and theatre. 

This half-timbered house, given to the National Trust 
in 1939, was built in the early 16

th
 century when 

Smallhythe was a thriving shipbuilding yard, and 
was originally called “Port House”. It was the home 
of the renowned actress Ellen Terry from 1899 to 
1928, and contains her fascinating theatre collection.  
The cottage grounds include her rose garden, 
orchard, nuttery and the Barn Theatre which is still in 
regular use. 

The house, a small and intimate space, was where 
she spent much of her time away from the pressures 
of her career in London- and with so many of the 
great actress’s possessions and theatre mementos 
around us this was no echoing impersonal 
mausoleum- costumes, letters, jewellery and even 
her gramophone made it seem that she might still be 
close by. 

 
Beetle Wing Dress 

As a stunning centrepiece to the collection, the 
Beetle Wing Dress is one of the most celebrated 
theatre costumes of the Victorian period. The 
emerald and sea green gown, adorned with the 
iridescent wings of the jewel beetle was designed to 

look like soft chain armour and yet give the 
appearance of the scales of a serpent. It was worn  
by Terry when she wowed audiences with her 
portrayal of Lady Macbeth in 1888. The dress was 
immortalised by the John Singer Sargent portrait of 
her which is now on display at the Tate Gallery. After 
more than five years, 1,300 hours of conservation 
work, and 1,000 real beetle wings being sewn back 
in place, it has finally returned to a new 
contemporary display space along with items from 
Ellen’s dressing room that have never been shown 
in public before. 

Back to the coach and our driver having ably 
negotiated some tricky narrow lanes in this very 
large vehicle, we soon arrived at Godinton House. 
We split into groups and the guides proved their 
expertise in their wealth of knowledge of the house 
and its history but also in the ability to manage the 
tours so the groups did not meet! 

This Jacobean house incorporates a medieval hall, 
Tudor staircase and later additional carvings, 
furniture, porcelain and contrasting decoration, 
reflecting its fascinating history. Godinton House 
was the seat of the Toke family for 455 years from 
1440 to 1895 who are depicted in the portraits lining 
the walls of the Great Hall. Each generation has 
added and embellished without removing the old. 
The exterior is Jacobean, the compass gables 
added in 1620 by the great Captain Nicholas Toke 
but, within the house, the architectural puzzle is 
revealed from room to room. The Library, Chinese 
Room, White Room and magnificently carved 
staircase lead to the Great Chamber and Gallery. 
The Dining Room was re-modelled in the 1760's in 
high Georgian fashion, classically proportioned to 
make a grand entertaining room. A further step 
leads to the Great Hall, a magnificent medieval 
space with huge tie beam and crown post. 

A varied collection has been accumulated by 

successive owners The furniture, porcelain, pictures 

and curios on display include pieces of the finest 

quality, Reynolds, Chippendale, Worcester and 

Sevres are mixed with very ancient and more 

contemporary items and occasional fakes, some of 

which date back nearly as far as the originals.   

In 1991 Major Alan Wyndham-Green, a bachelor 

and the last owner of Godinton, established the 

"Godinton House Preservation Trust". Since his 

passing in 1996 the Trust continues to preserve, 

restore, and enhance the house and parklands. The 

Major’s bedroom is preserved with his personal 

possessions and military uniforms- another poignant 

reminder as one almost feels that the owner has just 

gone out for the day! 

Afternoon tea, and a comfortable journey home- 
thanks are due once again to our excellent trip 
organisers. 
 
Alec Fraser 
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I was born in Heybridge and attended the local 

primary school and then Maldon Grammar School 

where my best subjects were history and Latin. 

After A levels, work took me to London and 

Customs & Excise where I was to meet my 

husband Allan. We set up home in Witham in 1966 

and have been there ever since. I stayed at home 

for twelve years to bring up our son and daughter 

but spent a good deal of time helping, on a 

voluntary basis, at their primary school. It was 

suggested by the teachers I should consider 

training to become a teacher but instead I returned 

to full time employment in the Finance Department 

of the local Health Authority in 1982 working my 

way up to become a finance manager at Broomfield 

Hospital. 

Following Government pressure to reduce 

administration costs (it was happening even then) 

the Finance Department was reorganised 

(downsized) and in 1997 I was made redundant, but 

with the benefits of an early retirement package. 

This turned out to be a blessing in disguise as I was 

free to go to university (better late than never). I 

enrolled as a mature student at Essex University to 

study for a BA in history, a subject that had been a 

lifelong interest. There was a real mix of young and 

not so young students in lectures and classes which 

led to wide ranging discussions. After graduation I 

went on to study for an MA in the History of 

European Art which I obtained in 2003. Dutch art of 

the 16
th
 and 17

th
 century and the Italian 

Renaissance were my favourite classes.  

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Essex University 

and continue to take an interest in the Arts visiting 

galleries and exhibitions here and abroad and 

attending concerts.   Allan  and I  have just returned  

 

from Rome, a bit of a birthday treat, to look at the 

works of Caravaggio, Raphael and Michelangelo, 

paintings that I had studied for my MA. I like reading 

(member of the Witham Book Club) and gardening. 

For three years we opened our garden in support of 

Witham in Bloom, hard work but always rewarding.  
 

The invitation some four years ago to join BDFAS 

presented another opportunity to extend my 

interests in the arts and one that I have taken full 

advantage of. I became a member of the committee 

in 2009 and am presently the Group Leader of the 

Church Recorders. We are currently recording at St 

Giles’ Church in Langford. I am also finishing the 

work on All Saints Church, Little Totham which was 

overseen by the late Marjorie Bailey.    
 
 
 

STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS 

Planned Programme 
of Visits for 2012 

 

Tate Britain for the Picasso Exhibition 
and the Foundling Museum 
( 22

nd
 February ) 

The Garrick Club and Masonic Museum 
( 21

st
 March ) 

Tudely Church & Chiddingstone Castle 
( 22

nd
 May ) 

Hughenden Manor & Chenies Manor 
( 18

th
 July ) 

And an extended visit to Durham 
( 30

th
 April – 4

th
 May ) 

And an Overseas Holiday to Vienna  
( 22

nd
 – 27

th
  October 2012 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

This is your Newsletter… 

and the committee is very appreciative of the 

articles and photographs members have 

contributed.   

Please keep them coming. 

The next deadline for sending items to the 

Chairman is  the 1
st
  May. 

Photographs by courtesy of…  
Bill Allen, Alec Fraser and Grace Waight. 

Layout & computer setting by David Newman 

Meet the Committee 
No. 13,  

Mrs Grace Waight  
 


