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From a Royal Palace to a Fascinating Trio of Venues 

The visits team has planned a variety of visits 
for the new season, aiming to appeal to as 
many interests as possible, writes Hilary 
Bebb.  

In October, instead of our planned visit to 
Greenwich, abandoned because of the closure of 
the Queen’s House, we have arranged a trip to a 
fascinating trio of venues. 

We begin with Jane Austin’s House, where she 
spent the last eight years of her life and wrote 
many of her novels.  Then a visit to her brother’s 
residence, the Grade II listed Elizabethan 
Chawton House, and finally the Gilbert White 
Library where we shall be able to view the 
wonderful collection of the famous naturalist 
Gilbert White and that of his friend, the doomed 
Captain Oates.  

Later in the year we anticipate enjoying a 
traditional Christmas lunch at a local venue, as 
we did last year. This saves an expensive coach 
trip and reduces travelling time when bad 
weather could disrupt our plans.  

During the autumn we will look out for a winter 
exhibition in London or elsewhere in our area for 
a ‘pop-up’ trip. 

In March we are planning a visit to Oxford’s 
Christ Church College and Cathedral, along with 
the Ashmolean Museum. 

Our extended trip (13 to 17 May 2016) will be to 
The Hague and Amsterdam, taking in the 
refurbished Rijksmuseum, a canal cruise and the 
Royal Palace of Het Loo among other delights. 

In June, we are hoping to visit Ham House in 
Richmond and nearby Hogarth’s House, then in 
the October, there will be a trip to the well-known 
Snape Maltings  - for some pre-Christmas  

shopping, maybe - then on to Glemham Hall, a 
large 16th to 18th century house, now the property 
of the Cobbold brewing family.  

Planning these trips well in advance can present 
us with sudden, unexpected problems.  We need 
to be aware that situations can and do change 
and alterations to bookings have to be made.   

This was the case in our scheduled Greenwich 
visit.  Then much more imminent was our 
scheduled visit to Clandon House, which had to 
be dropped because of the devastating fire there. 

We have also found that it can be difficult for 
some venues to commit themselves a year or 
more in advance.   

We hope that members bear with us when 
changes have to be made to our programme. 
However, we are always happy to receive 
suggestions for future trips. 

BDFAS TO HOST CHURCH 
CRAWL 

Blackwater DFAS will be hosting this year’s 
church crawl. We will be visiting St Giles 
Langford, St Nicholas Little Braxted and All 
Saints Little Totham, starting at St Giles 
Langford.  

We have chosen these three Grade I/II* 
churches because of their association with 
the Rev. Ernest Geldart, who was Rector at 
Little Braxted 1881 – 1900.  

He was an architect and designer who 
published “A Manual of Church Decoration 
and Symbolism” in 1899. 



The Wallace Collection 
And Ruben’s Legacy 

Any road trip to London is always fraught but, 
this time, it seemed as though the Gods had 
decided to test Tim, our driver, to his limits.  
He was unable to use his usual route and 
then, to cap it all, he found the route to 
Manchester Square, site of the Wallace 
Collection, was closed! 

Undaunted, the party debussed and walked the 250 
metres to Hertford House arriving only shortly after our 
expected time. 

The Wallace Collection, like the John Soane’s 
Museum in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, is one of the lesser 
known jewels of London.   

Tucked away just behind Selfridges, this collection has 
something for everybody from beautiful 15

th
 century

church silver and Dutch Masters to a fine collection of 
miniature paintings, including many of Emperor 
Napoleon and Empress Eugenie, and a room devoted 
to the paintings of Giovanni Antonio Canal, better 
known as Canaletto, and his studio and 
contemporaries.   

There is also a very pleasant restaurant run by Oliver 
Peyton in the covered courtyard at the rear of the 
building. 

Two hours too quickly disappeared and we were then 
back on the coach taking the short journey to the 
Royal Academy to see Rubens and His Legacy 
exhibition.   

The exhibition had received very mixed reviews and so 
many of us were unsure as to what we were going to 
see.   

The subtitle, Van Dyck to Cézanne, was very apt and I 
found the exhibition interesting as it showed the 
influence that Rubens had had on artists over the next 
300 years by hanging masterpieces produced during 
his lifetime, as well as major works by great artists who 
were influenced by him in the generations that 
followed.  

There were a number of revelations, one of the most 
striking for me was his paintings of the female nude.  

Most people think of Rubens as the artist who painted 
fleshy nude women but his earlier paintings were of 
women who would today grace the covers of Vogue.   

Another lesser known aspect of his work was his 
landscape painting and those exhibited alongside 
works by Constable, Turner and Gainsborough 
showed his far reaching and remarkable legacy. 
His influence was expressed in the prints of Picasso 
and Rembrandt, in the portraiture of Van Dyck and in 
the hunting scenes and devotional works of Delacroix. 

Rubens also embraced a broad array of subjects, from 
religious and mythological scenes to landscapes and 
portraits.  

The exhibition showed each of these areas through 
the lens of six themes; power, lust, compassion, 
elegance, poetry and violence. 

The talk on the coach home was as varied as the 
opinions of the newspaper critics, but at least the 
exhibition had given us food for thought and generated 
discussion.  

Michael Thomas 

 NEW LECTURE SEASON 

We hope you have enjoyed our varied programme 
of lectures this year.  We try to cater for as many 
differing interests as possible and, where possible, 
to incorporate your suggestions into a future 
programme.   

For the forthcoming season, we have return visits by 
Martin Heard, who will give the first lecture in the new 
programme. His topic will be the life and court of the 
Empress Josephine. 

This lecture will be followed ones by Caroline Holmes, 
Oliver Everett and Mary Alexander, who was the Study 
Day lecturer earlier this year.  

To complement the visit to Holland next year, we hope 
to include a lecture on the works of Dutch artists that 
will be viewed on the trip.   

We also hope to include a lecture on the voyages of 
Captain James Cook and the impact of these on the 
Age of Enlightenment: 2016 is the 250th anniversary 
of Cook’s third and final voyage.   

Although the Greek government have implied that they 
will no longer pursue the return of the Elgin Marbles to 
Athens through the European courts, they have said 
that they will continue diplomatic pressure on the UK 
to return these treasures.   

We, therefore, hope to have a lecture on this topic so 
that we can fully appreciate these sculptures while 
they are still in London. 

Pamela Turnbull 



John French Sloan, McSorley’s Bar 1912, Detroit Institute of Arts 

Mary shares her enthusiasm 
for the Big Apple 

I have never been to the Big Apple and looked 
forward to this year’s Study Day - New York, New 
York by Mary Alexander 

When early on a fine painting by John Sloan of an 
early 1900s street scene was shown my interest was 
aroused as somewhere I have a biography of Sloan, 
an artist I didn’t immediately warm to but I found my 
interest quickened and revised my opinion of his work. 

Mary Alexander’s great enthusiasm was very evident 
and she gave an excellent description of New York’s 
origins, British looking Georgian-style buildings: 
everything on an enormous scale with skyscrapers 
growing from the centre.  

Her audience soon understood the layout of the city - 
after all this was a guided tour - and was shown the 
simple almost Roman grid system of streets and the 
situation of the city relating to the island and its coast. 

Later her great love of 20
th
 century art – Hassam,

Sargent, Pollock, Mondrian, Rothko and the American 
Impressionists – was obvious and this theme 

continued with various forms of design bring us up to 
date with fashion, wonderful inventive graphics, 
architecture, film etc.  

Mary Alexander’s photographs were well chosen 
and some night shots were particularly beautiful. 
The darker side of the city – prohibition, 
speakeasies and the inevitable crime - were 
touched upon and the day ended on a sombre 
note with the site of the Twin Towers and the 
imaginative design of the 9/11 Memorial. 

An excellent Study Day, I look forward to more 
comprehensive and stimulating lectures by Mary 
Alexander. 

John Osborne 

Almost a wooden spoon 
for BDFAS quiz team 

Ninety-eight Friends of Thomas Plume’s 
Library and friends of Friends formed 13 
teams in Maldon town hall to compete in a 
most excellent quiz, share refreshments and 
enjoy one another's friendship.   

Sue Swaffin-Smith, Chairman of the Friends, 
introduced the Quiz Mistress, Dido Arthur.   

Dido and her family had devised a wide 
ranging series of fascinating questions, 
mercifully free of football and 'celeb' 
references that were an intriguing challenge. 

A team of six represented BDFAS.  We 
narrowly missed the wooden spoon so it is 
perhaps best that no names are given.   

The 2015 quiz raised an impressive £1,200: so 
well done to everyone who took part.   

WE NEED YOU NEXT YEAR 

If you know the origins of "get my goat" or are 
an authority on Mann Booker Prize winners, 
BDFAS will need you next year.  The Friends 
will be repeating this highly enjoyable event 
and look forward to seeing BDFAS taking part. 

The date for your diary is Saturday 5 March 
2016.  We’re asked to be there by 7pm for a 
7:30 pm start.  

We aim to improve our score next time round, 
which shouldn’t prove too difficult! So come 
and join us – and join in the fun. 

Harry Bacon 



The City’s Medieval Livery Halls 

There are 110 livery companies and 40 livery 
halls in the City of London. The oldest are 
known as the “Great Twelve”. Dating from 
medieval times, they are a philanthropic 
fellowship, tied to a craft, trade or its 
successor and undertaking charitable work. 

We began our City of London visit at The Carpenters 
Hall, just off London Wall.  The façade is 1950s but the 
interior consists of much of the original medieval walls 
which miraculously survived the blitz.  

A huge variety of wood was used in its construction. 
The main banqueting hall (pictured) is reminiscent of 
the Festival Hall. 

Among its collections are two paintings dating from the 
16

th
 century and depicting biblical topics; and a high

relief wood carving in lime wood of the breastplate of 
Augustus Caesar by self-taught Shane Raven, a latter 
day Grinling Gibbons. 

Our City Guide, Martin Lewis then took us on an 
informative and amusing tour of other eight livery halls, 
including the No 1 - Mercers Hall, once the home of 
Thomas a Beckett and the site of St Thomas’s 
Hospital.  

Then we saw the Drapers Hall, on the site of Thomas 
Cromwell’s town house, and opposite Goldsmiths Hall 
a beautifully carved golden leopard reminding us that 

Goldsmiths was responsible for the quality and assay 
of all coinage, gold and silver.  

It was an interesting tour that combined history of the 
City of London and an appreciation of art both 
medieval and modern. 

Dennis Eraut 

Meet the Committee – JANE THOMAS 

Jane was born and brought up in Eastbourne.  
After leaving school, she trained as a nurse at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital, Newcastle.   

On completing her RGN, she went to the Hospital for 
Sick Children, Great Ormond Street to do a 
postgraduate course, becoming a RSCN and then 
staying on to be a ward sister on the cardiac unit.   

Jane returned to the RVI as a night sister before being 
head-hunted to open the paediatric burns unit at the 
Royal Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead.  

It was here that she was persuaded to join the Queen 
Alexandra Royal Army Nursing Corps and, after basic 
training, was posted to BMH Singapore in charge of 
the paediatric isolation unit.   

While in Singapore she met her future husband, 
Michael.  They were the last couple to be married in 
the hospital chapel.  Their daughter, Fleur was born in 
Singapore and, after a tour in Colchester the family 
returned to Singapore and were among the last British 
troops to leave.   

Tours in the USA and Aldershot followed during which 
time Jane was active in organising the 50

th
 anniversary

of the Army Blood Transfusion Service and the 1
st

NATO Blood Conference.   

After Michael retired, they continued to live in 
Hampshire where Jane was active in their local 
church, a governor in two schools, and a room steward 
and tour guide at The Vyne, a local National Trust 
property and joined Hart DFAS.   

Two years ago the couple moved to Maldon to be 
closer to their grandchildren who live in Danbury.  She 
joined both Blackwater and Mid-Essex DFASs and is 
now on the Blackwater committee’s visits team.  With 
Michael, she is also Joint Heritage Volunteer Area 
representative.  Her hobbies include worldwide travel, 
especially cruising, gardening, reading, quizzes, 
theatre and art - not forgetting food and wine. 



Why Church Recording? 

Church Recording is an important voluntary 
activity which is unique to NADFAS and helping to 
raise public awareness of the association locally 
and nationally.  

The principal aim is to produce to a specific format a 
comprehensive record, including photographs, of the 
furnishings, artefacts and fabric of a church.  

It offers volunteers the opportunity to make a 
contribution to the preservation, protection and the 
recognition of the heritage within churches. 

Working in a dedicated team and collaborating with 
professionals when doing research gives great 
satisfaction and a genuine sense of achievement. 

Church recording is much more than just listing 
artefacts as our small team of recorders and 
photographer have found.  

We are currently recording everything in St Giles’ 
Church in Langford. We had little experience between 
us and were not sure what we would find on our first 
visit to the church.  

We held our first session with Rosanne Kirkpatrick, the 
area representative, who gave us some very helpful 
advice and continues to do so. 

There are books, experts and advice from NADFAS to 
help us with the compilation. We have become very 
involved and enjoy researching the background and 
history of the many and varied items.  

The Churchwarden makes us most welcome and is 
taking a keen interest in what we are doing. The bound 
copy of the record will be presented to the church 
while digital/laser copies will be sent to National Art 
Library at the Victoria & Albert Museum, Essex Record 
Office, Church Care Library and English Heritage 
Archive.  

Archivists, researchers and academics find the records 
invaluable. A NADFAS Church Record can assist in 
the event of loss due to theft or serious damage. This 
makes us recorders feel we are making a worthwhile 
contribution. 

Grace Waight 

Group Leader Church Recorders

Chairman’s Column

It has been a very busy six months for the 
committee and our new event was the stall at 
the BHSA Christmas Fair.   

Sheila, Stephanie, Sylvia and I manned it, 
assisted by Ellen.  We took £90 and we were 
pleased with the amount, as there was a lot of 
competition and a lot of other stalls at the event.   

Some unsold items have been stored and we 
hope to run another stall at the Summer Fair.  I 
felt that this was a very good way to get BDFAS 
into the community and we made good use of our 
new banner! 

Our Christmas meal at The Bull, at Gt. Totham, 
was also very well attended.  We are looking at 
local venues for the 2015 Christmas meal and are 
hoping to be able to keep the cost down again 
this year. 

Our Study Day was also a very popular and 
enjoyable day with a nice lunch.  Members have 
returned from a successful extended visit to the 
Welsh Borders and the Visits Team is now busy 
planning a new programme with pop-up day visits 
included! 

We are losing valuable committee members 
as their terms of office finish and we need 
new people to replace them and to bring fresh 
ideas to the committee. 

In February we met Florian Schweizer, NADFAS 
Chief Executive, at our Essex Area meeting.  He 
is young, progressive and very enthusiastic about 
his new plans for the future of NADFAS.   

Sylvia, Bill and I heard him speak again when we 
attended the NADFAS AGM at Kensington Town 
Hall in May.  We continue to be very involved with 
NADFAS Essex Area through Area meetings, the 
Area website and Area Study Days. 

Finally, on a very positive note, our membership 
numbers are still around 200 and we are getting a 
good number of visitors to our lectures. Have a 
good summer.  

Sue Roach 

Editorial 
Articles and photographs for publication 
in the winter edition of the newsletter 
should be sent to The Editor at 
pauldesmond4@gmail.com.  The deadline 
for submissions is Monday 16 November 
2015 

mailto:pauldesmond4@gmail.com


Return to the Land of My Fathers

Early on a chill Monday morning our 

group of 29 boarded our coach bound 

for North Wales.  Our first stop was 

Attingham Park, the 18th Century home 

of Lord and Lady Berwick, writes 

Michael Thomas.   

Here we saw the amazing project 

designed to save the glass and cast iron 

roof of the picture gallery designed by 

John Nash.  Then we went on to 

Caernarfon where we would stay for the 

next four days.   

Tuesday morning started with a visit to 

Caernarfon castle which is the best 

preserved of the castles of the Welsh 

Marches built by Edward I to subjugate 

the Welsh.  Here we gleaned two nuggets 

from our guide Amanda.   

Firstly the reason there were two welsh 

flags flying over the castle was that, until 

1997, it was illegal to fly the Welsh flag 

unless it was accompanied by the Union 

flag so two flagpoles were necessary.  

Now, rather than leave one empty, they fly 

two Welsh flags.  

Secondly, the Welsh flag has a green and 

white background because these were the 

colours of Henry Tudor and he added 

them to the flag when he became Henry 

VII. 

That afternoon we went, via 

Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllll

antysiliogogogoch, to Plas Newydd, the 

home of the Marquess of Anglesy, whose 

forefather, at the battle of Waterloo, 

remarked to Wellington "By God, sir, I've 

lost my leg!", to which Wellington replied 

"By God, sir, so you have!”.  

He later designed and was the first person 

to receive a fully articulated wooden leg, 

with a hinged knee and ankle, which we 

saw in the museum. 

On Wednesday we visited Plas Mawr, the 

home of a wealthy merchant, Robert 

Wynn and the finest surviving town house 

of the Elizabethan era to be found 

anywhere in Britain.  

The highly coloured plasterwork was a 

real eye-opener as to the high fashion of 

the times.  Using the audio guide, we were 

not only introduced to the family but to the 

numerous servants who explained the 

parts they played in the functioning of the 

house.   

Then off to the “Marble Church” in 

Bodelwyddan built by Lady Willoughby de 



Broke in memory of her husband in 1856 

at a cost of £60,000.  The church contains 

pillars made of 10 different marbles and 

the churchyard contains the graves of 80 

Canadian soldiers, stationed in the nearby 

Kimmel Camp, who died of Spanish flu in 

1919. 

After lunch we crossed the road to 

Bodelwyddan castle, originally built in 

1460, refurbished in 1830 by Joseph 

Hansom (inventor of the Hansom cab) and 

Edward Welch for Sir John Hay-Williams.   

The family’s fortunes waned and, after 

being a training site for trench warfare and 

later a girls’ school, it is now a regional 

gallery for the National Portrait Gallery 

and Royal Academy of Arts mainly 

concentrating on the Victorian era.  We 

concluded the day with a drive through 

Snowdonia National Park. 

Thursday started with a tour of the Lloyd 

George museum in Llanystumdwy where 

an introductory film showed us how little 

we knew about a man who played a major 

role in shaping our country as we know it 

today.   

Attached to the museum is Highgate, the 

home of his mother’s brother, which 

became his home after his father died 

when he was only 18 months old.  

Here a mannequin dressed in the 

bootmaker’s garb worn by his uncle, told 

us of the numerous problems Lloyd 

George had to overcome on his road to 

becoming a solicitor and later an MP.  A 

visit to his simple but inspiring grave, 

beside the stream where he played with 

his brother, ended the visit. 

We then drove to Portmeirion, the 

Italianate village built by Sir Clough 

Williams-Ellis between 1925 and 1976 in 

which he incorporated fragments of 

demolished buildings, including works by a 

number of other architects.  He repeatedly 

denied claims that the design was based on 

the town of Portofino.  His wish was to show 

how a naturally beautiful site could be 

developed without spoiling it and he hoped the 

village would make people think about 

buildings in the landscape.  Our day concluded 

with a ride on the old narrow gauge slate 

railway  from Porthmadog to Blaenau 

Ffestiniog. 

Our homeward trip was broken by a visit to 

Powis Castle, originally built by Gruffudd ap 

Gwenwynwyn, Lord of Powys in the mid 13
th

century.  Since 1578 the castle was the home 

of the Herbert family until the death of the 4
th

Earl of Powis in 1952 when it was given to the 

National Trust.   

The house contains some wonderful furniture, 

historic paintings and the Clive of India 

Museum.  The world-famous garden, 

overhung with clipped yews, shelters rare and 

tender plants. Laid out under the influence of 

Italian and French styles, it retains its original 

lead statues and an orangery on the terraces.  

It would be ungracious to end without a 

massive thank-you to Rosemary Woods for 

organising the tour and Richard, our driver, for 

his tolerance and humour. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Hansom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Hansom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hansom_cab
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Welch


Museum Seeks Volunteers 

When it comes to museums, the park 
keeper’s lodge in Maldon’s Promenade 
Park certainly punches above its weight. 

In recent years, it has been one of only a 
handful of the 168 museums in the county to 
have been awarded accreditation by the Arts 
Council, an accolade it shared with the likes 
of Colchester Castle and its bigger brothers 
in Southend and Braintree. 

Each season - the Museum in the Park, to 
give it its correct name - attracts around 
1,500 visitors, half of whom come from 
outside the district, some from overseas. 

This summer the museum’s committee has 
launched a drive to recruit more volunteers 
to boost the ranks of its 40 stewards, of 
whom ten are members of BDFAS.   

Judy Betteridge, Accessions Officer and a 
BDFAS member, said: “To be a volunteer 
you don’t need any specific qualifications, 
merely an interest in local history.   

“Volunteers are provided with an introductory 
pack to the museum and training.” 

The museum’s committee is seeking 
stewards to help on a day-by-day basis and 
volunteers for its maintenance team, which  

. 
undertake much of its work during the closed 
season (November to March).  There are 
also vacancies in the museum’s admin team. 

The museum was established in the 
early1920s as Maldon Borough Museum and 

at the outbreak of war, the collection was put 
into storage. Unfortunately many items were 
either lost or damaged beyond repair. 

Mrs Cath Backus formed the Maldon District 
Museum Association and began re-building 
the collection and in 1968 the association 
installed the remnants above a shop in the 
High Street.   

The museum grew in stature and importance 
in the town and in 1996 when the park 
keeper’s lodge became vacant, the district 
council agreed to the association setting up 
the museum there 
he district council maintains the building but 
the association pays all other expenses, 
raising money from membership, grants, 
entrance fees and other fund-raising events.  

The association is a registered charity and 
the museum is accredited.  

Anyone interested in finding out more 
about volunteering should contact Judy 
Betteridge: Tel 01621 869349 or email 
judy.betteridge@btinternet.com 

An extract from the Chairman Sue Roache’s 
report of the NADFAS AGM: 

Florian Schweizer, Chief Executive, spoke about 
the NADFAS Impact Report and the way forward 
for NADFAS and of the changes involved.  It was 
an inspiring address. 

Loyd Grossman, NADFAS President began in a 
flamboyant and jokey manner but very quickly 
got down to serious business. 

He praised the staff at NADFAS House, Trustees, 
Area and Society Committee members for the 
amount of hard work and effort they put in 
during the year. 

Three new Trustees joined the existing Board of 
Trustees, and the National Chairman concluded 
the AGM with her out-going Chairman’s speech.  
June Robinson, the in-coming National Chairman 
was welcomed and gave a short address. She 
seemed to be a warm, lively lady and we all gave 
her a good round of applause to welcome her.  

tel:01621%20869349
mailto:judy.betteridge@btinternet.com



