
SHOWCASE YOUR ART
As part of its Golden Jubilee 
celebrations, The Arts 
Society will stage ArtsFest 
2018 designed to showcase 
the artistic achievements of 
members.

An exhibition of photographs of 
members’ works will be held at 
The Arts Society annual general 
meeting in Birmingham in May 
2018.  

Blackwater members are invited 
to submit one item of their own 
work – paintings, sculpture,  
needlework,  embroidery, 
photography, etc - to be 
displayed at our 2 November 
lecture.  

This lecture will also include the 
Cheese & Wine event which did 
not take place in July. 

The three best entries, judged 
by  an independent adjudicator, 
will be forwarded to Essex Area 
for exhibition at its February 
meeting.

Photographs will be taken of 
the “best of the best” Area 
entries and then sent to The 
Arts Society for display at the 
ArtsFest 2018. 

Alexandra Epps, one of our 
guides during our visit to St Paul’s 
Cathedral in June, took us on 
a tour of modern works of art 
on public display in the vicinity 
of the cathedral, explaining the 
fascinating stories behind each 
piece.  Alexandra is pictured left 
in the cathedral’s Churchyard 
with Edward Bainbridge Copnall’s 
striking Thomas a Becket statue.  

ST PAUL’S &
PUBLIC ART

To the Far Side 
of the World

Lecturer Peter Warwick illustrated 
his February talk on the voyages 
of Captain James Cook, entitled 
“To the Far Side of the World”, with 
engravings made from large copper 
plates created at the time.  Cook 
made three voyages to the Pacific 
Ocean and was the first recorded   
European to make contact with 
Australia and Hawaii.

Please turn to Page 2



Meet the Committee - Marian Redding
Marian joined BDFAS over three 
years ago and firstly volunteered 
along with Dr Bill Allen and Harry 
Bacon in setting up the audio 
system before each lecture.  

About six months later she joined 
Hilary Bebb on the Visits team, 
gradually taking over from Hilary 
from the 2015 Christmas meal 
onwards. 

In a previous life Marian worked 
in the NHS as a nurse lecturer, 
moving on to senior posts in higher 
education then spending six years 
as an education consultant before 
finally retiring in 2016. 

Marian enjoys the lectures, finding 
the different subjects always 
interesting and the quality of 
lecturers impressive. The visits 
programme provides scope for 
those who like to organise and to 
discover new places to go. 

Members of the team often 
try out proposed visits before 
recommending venues and 

she enjoys this part of the role.  
Volunteering for BDFAS is fun and 
helps in getting to know others in 
the society. 

Originally hailing from Crosby 
on Merseyside, Marian spent 
a number of years in London, 
Leicester and Lincoln before 
settling in Colchester.  Busy family 
and work lives made volunteering 
impossible but the 2012 Olympics 

To the Far Side of the World
Continued from Page 1

In 1784 Alex Hogg, of the Kings 
Arms, Paternoster Row, London 
published Anderson’s folio edition 
of instalments of several pages 
with the engravings measuring 
approximately 15 by 9 ins. 

The total comprised 657 pages of 
text and 80 illustrations.

The cost was six pence each or 
bound in calf in a single volume 
for £280, a considerable sum for 
those days. 

There were hundreds of 
subscribers named at the end. 

One of our members brought 
along this folio edition (pictured on 
front page) with the pages bound 
in two volumes to show Peter. It 
belonged to someone in his family 

whose ancestors came from New 
Zealand. 

The full title was “A new, authentic, 
and complete collection of Voyages 
around the world undertaken and 
performed by Royal Authority”.

It contained an authentic, 
entertaining, full and complete 
history of Captain Cook’s first 
second and third voyages……for 
making discoveries in geography, 
navigation, astronomy etc in the 
north and south hemispheres, 
and successively performed in the 
years 1768-1780. 

Many artists drew the original 
drawings including the artist for Sir 
Joseph Banks the botanist who 
was on the second trip. 

The text has a full day by day 
account of the many adventures 

with engravings of scenes of 
landscapes and peoples visited. 

Historic Voyages

This edition also contains stories of 
several other historical explorations 
including a journey by Admiral 
Byron and  Captain Mouat to the 
Cape of Good Hope area in 1764-
69; Captains Samuel Wallis and 
Philip Carteret to the South Seas 
1766-9.

In addition there was Commodore 
Anson’s voyage in 1740-2, 
Commodore Phipp’s voyages to 
find unsuccessfully the North Sea 
Passage in the 1600s, and even 
Sir Francis Drake’s voyages round 
the World in 1577-80.

Imagine the excitement awaiting 
your next issue of the periodical to 
read about  these far away places?

changed all that. 

An advertisement for Team London 
Ambassadors inspired her to 
apply and she eventually led 
teams based at Stansted helping 
passengers to locate Olympic 
venues. 

Since then she has spent a part 
of each summer with volunteers 
at Tower Hill and the Southbank 
so that visitors to London can ask 
questions and receive travel and 
tourism information from friendly 
people. 

Nowadays Marian is involved 
in patient participation and 
representation both at a local level 
in her GP surgery and with Essex 
Healthwatch.  

Establishing a network of contacts 
with other similarly involved 
enthusiasts has led to many more 
activities but space for family and 
friends is the main priority.  Life 
is never dull and BDFAS helps to 
ensure it stays that way!



JANIS TAKES OVER
TREASURER’S ROLE

My husband, David, and I moved 
to Wickham Bishops in 2000, 
having previously lived all our 
married life in Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire.  I grew up in 
Orpington, Kent and went to 
Bromley High School, and Bristol 
University to study mathematics, 
and met my husband, David, 
who was studying mechanical 
engineering.  

We got married when we left 
university in 1973 and moved 
to Bromsgrove.  I trained as 
a chartered accountant and 
joined Price Waterhouse in 
Birmingham.  I worked for them for 

just over six years, until Nicholas 
was born.  A stint as a part-time 
college lecturer enhanced my 
respect for those who choose 
teaching as a career, but I decided 
teaching was not my strength.

I carried on working for myself, 
preparing accounts and tax returns 
for local businesses, and also 
became treasurer of the local 
Mencap Society and the Methodist 
Church in Bromsgrove.

From 1993-2000 I was a non-
executive director of the local NHS 
Community and Mental Health 
Trust, which was fascinating, but 
frustrating because of constant 
government imposed NHS re-
organisations.  In 2000, I started 
working at New Hall School in 
Chelmsford, initially as Finance 
Bursar and then Finance Director, 
a job I thoroughly enjoyed.  I 

retired at the end of 2015, but 
have carried on in a part-time 
capacity, overseeing the finances 
of Messing Primary School, an 
academy school sponsored 
by New Hall School.  I am a 
member (and treasurer) of the 
Methodist Church in Witham.  My 
main interests include singing 
with the Waltham Singers Choir 
in Chelmsford, attending WEA 
lectures in Maldon and I have 
recently become treasurer of the 
Friends of Thomas Plume’s Library 
in Maldon. 

Janis Croom 

Chair’s Column

Blackwater is sponsoring a 
project at Heybridge Alternative 
Provision School.  This 
‘outstanding’ (OFSTED rated) 
school, works in partnership 
with local secondary schools 
to provide short and long-term 
provision for 115 disaffected 11-
16 young people from mid-Essex, 
writes Stephanie Jones.

The art teacher, Victoria Phillips 
has identified a sculptor, Mo 
Gardner who teaches stone 
carving to children and young 
people up to A-Level.  Her unique 
method, using easy to carve 
Celcon blocks, ensures that the 
pupils are never bored (or so she 
claims!). Mo will work with eight 
Year 10 pupils for a whole day 
creating amazing Easter Island-
like heads and this will contribute 
to their ongoing People and 
Portraits project.  

Blackwater is paying the 
sculptor’s fees and the cost of the 
Celcon blocks, and contributing 
to her expenses.  Sheila Bates 
and I will visit the school later to 
see the students’ sculptures.

Young Arts support
Easter Island heads

Now 46 years old, our society is 
rapidly approaching its golden 
jubilee in 2021, three years after 
the national society.  

I’m pleased to report that 
Blackwater continues to grow 
stronger each year.  We now have 
almost 200 members. 

The most important event of the 
last six months has been the 
change of name from Blackwater 
DFAS to The Arts Society  
Blackwater following a rebranding 
exercise by our national society.

At the AGM on 1 June our 
members approved the change 
of name.  Two further resolutions 
were passed: the appointment 
of an honorary president and the 
alignment of the terms of office 
of both the chair and vice-chair 
with those of the treasurer and 
secretary.  

The AGM also approved the 
appointment of Dr Bill Allen OBE 
as our first President.  Bill brings a 
vast amount of experience from his 
committee work on both Area and 
BDFAS.  Although a non-executive 
Bill will be able to give his advice to 
the society when required.  He also 
remains our Webmaster.

My first year in office has passed 
with amazing speed and I have 
been helped by a very enthusiastic 
and hard working committee.  

Our society is very fortunate as 
some Essex societies find it difficult 
to recruit committee members. 
However, we are seeking 
someone to fill the office of vice 
chair.

On behalf of the committee, thank 
you for your support in 2016-17 
and we look forward to seeing 
you at the first lecture of the new 
season on 5 October.

David Anderson
writes



The Art, Historic Houses and
 Gardens of Cornwall

We set off for Cornwall on 
Thursday, April 27, stopping at 
Montacute House in Somerset 
where a guide took us round the 
outside of this Elizabethan House 
pointing out pieces of architecture 
influenced by Italian and Dutch 
styles of the time.  

She asked us to imagine 
ourselves as high status visitors, 
explaining that ordinary people 
would never be permitted to enter 
the house or gardens.  She told 
us that the original front of the 
house is now the back as the 
old Roman road leading past the 
house fell into disrepair and a new 
road was built to the west.  A new 
front was built on to the back of 
the house including pieces from 
the demolished Clifton Maybank. 
This formed a corridor along the 
length of the house meaning you 
no longer went through all the 
upstairs rooms to go from one end 
to the other. 

We then had time to explore the 
house and grounds.  I particularly 
liked the Long Gallery and side 
rooms, which had 50 Tudor and 
Elizabethan portraits on loan 
from the National Portrait Gallery, 
including one of the Earl of Essex.

We continued our journey to the 
Best Western Fowey Valley Hotel, 
Lostwithiel, for our four nights 

stay.  

On Friday we went to the Eden 
Project where we explored the 
gardens and biomes at our own 
pace.  I would recommend visiting 
the Mediterranean Biome first as 
it is smaller and more sparsely 
planted than the Tropical Biome 
which, with its larger plants and 
dramatic displays, can seem to 
outshine the former.  It is worth 
taking the time to look at the less 
spectacular displays outside.  I 
found the bed with medicinal 
plants near the Core Exhibition 
Centre very interesting but easily 

overlooked.

In the afternoon we went to 
Prideaux Place, a charming house 
completed in 1592 and still a 
family home.  The house is full of 
treasures, including portraits and 
porcelain.  But it also has little 
human touches in rooms like the 
Morning Room.  Here there is a 
collection of glass, ceramic and 
fabric frogs, and the quirky phone 
with the main piece being a dog 
with the dial on its tummy and the 
handset being a bone.  The house 
had a warm, friendly atmosphere. 

HEVER CASTLE VISIT
OCTOBER 17

Hever Castle in Edenbridge, Kent, is accurately described in the 
guidebook as “charming”.  Famous as the home of Anne Boleyn 
and Anne of Cleves, it was originally built in 1270.  

It was added to in the 15th and 16th centuries and restored by 
William Astor in the early 20th century.  The attractions include the 
house and gardens; a 100-year-old yew maze; a lake walk and a 
military museum.  

The cost – members £38.25 and guests £41.25 - includes the entry 
price and refreshments on arrival.

Please see the society’s website for full details or contact Marian 
Redding: Tel 01376 516133, email: marian.redding@btinternet.com 

Pencarrow House, a fine Georgian property where a 
family friend of the owners, Arthur Sullivan, composed 
“Iolanthe” in 1882. 

Lanhyrock is mainly a Victorian building as much of 
it was rebuilt after a serious fire. 



Over the road was the deer park 
and we saw them being fed before 
we went for our delicious cream 
tea.  There was just enough time 
before we left to visit the stable 
yard and part of the restored 
gardens.  We were lucky to have 
a private visit as the property was 
about to become a film set in the 
next few days. 

Saturday was another fine 
day when we went to St. Ives 
to visit the Tate Gallery and the 
Barbara Hepworth Museum and 
Sculpture Garden.  Our coach was 
too long to navigate the narrow 
streets to the gallery so we had a 
fair walk.  

A word of warning to anyone 
going to St. Ives for the first time 
and wanting to go to the Tate: the 
signage is poor.  

At the Tate we saw pottery by Shoji 
Hamada and Bernard Leach as 
well as work from the 1950s and 
1960’s Clay Revolution and work 
from 1970s and ‘80s.

Some of the work I found 
challenging, despite the guide’s 
explanations.  I was uneasy about 
the tank of water with the pottery 
in it, (the pottery changes every so 
often), because the tank had an 
Axolotl living there.  An Axolotl is a 
Salamander type amphibian from 
Mexico, which never loses its gills 
and develop lungs.

In another part of the Tate we saw 
paintings by Jessica Warboys.  
She works with huge, damp, 
folded canvases, casting mineral 
pigments on them, submerging 
them in the sea and pulling them 
out.  The sea is the tool.

Next we walked to the Barbara 
Hepworth Museum and Sculpture 
Garden and had an excellent 
guide, who told us about her life, 
ideas and inspirations.  I feel that I 
have a better understanding of her 
work now.  Although we weren’t 
permitted to touch anything in the 
house, which was a very small 
building to both work and live in, 
we were encouraged to interact 
with the sculptures in the garden. 

In the afternoon, we went to Penlee 
Gallery and Museum, which was 
my personal favourite of the tour.  
There were many paintings by 
the Newlyn School and Lamona 

Group  as well as an archive of 
old local photos.  The way some 
of the artists captured the light 
in landscapes and the character 
in the faces was wonderful.  My 
personal favourite was “Among the 
Missing” by Walter Langley.  It is 
so poignant. 

Pencarrow House, a Georgian  
property was full of paintings, 
ceramics and fine furniture, 
including a piano played by a 
friend of the family, Arthur Sullivan, 
who composed “Iolanthe” there 
in 1882.  It is a lovely house with 
beautiful rooms, some of which 
have costumes from a production 
of “Iolanthe” on display.  The lady 
of the house has placed hats on 
many of the statues and busts  
around the hall and staircase.

In the afternoon we visited 
Lanhyrock, which is mainly a 
Victorian building as much of it 
was rebuilt after a serious fire.  It 
is interesting as not only do you 
see the family’s rooms but you 
see the servants quarters and how 
cramped they were.  The kitchens 
are fascinating: so many different 
rooms for different processes.  The 
formal gardens around the house 
were lovely but because of the rain I 
didn’t venture further. 

Before we said our farewells to 
Cornwall we visited Cotehele, a 
Tudor house dating from around 
1485.  It is quite a large house, 
built around three courtyards, with 
narrow windows on the outer walls 
for defence.  Times were turbulent 
in the early life of this house.  The 
rooms are smaller than most 
houses we visited but that adds to 
the charm. 

The Hall is quite small but has an 
impressive fireplace, stained glass 
windows, weapons, armour and 
banners on the walls.  It is light 
and airy.  The rooms are filled with 
fine furniture and the chapel is 
interesting.  The textiles throughout 
the house are beautiful, especially 
the bed hangings on the many four 
poster beds.  I could have done 
with more time here to explore the 
grounds, quay and mill. 

We then made our way home tired 
but full of memories. 

                                                                                                                          
Marilyn Lazell

I am honoured to have been 
elected the first President of The 
Arts Society Blackwater, writes Bill 
Allen OBE.

I first attended and joined 
Blackwater in the late ‘70s as 
a (very) young new member – 
children at school on a Thursday 
morning, while my wife Jennifer 
worked in our dental practice. 

But increasing demands of work 
ended this pleasant sojourn and it 
was only on retirement in 2001 that 
I re-joined. 

Very quickly I was on the 
committee as Secretary, under the 
Chairmanship of Marjorie Bailey. 
After serving under Ian Valentine, 
I became Vice –Chairman in 2007 
with Jackie Berry-Richards as 
Chairman. I was also Webmaster 
and for a spell editor of the 
Newsletter. From 2010 to 2013 I 
was Chairman, no doubt boring 
members with my Ronnie Scott 
jokes! 

Part of the duties as a Society 
Chairman is to attend Area 
meetings. Initially a sceptic, I soon 
realised the importance of Area 
to act as a conduit for ideas and 
information from the centre to 
Societies. 

Area also affords an excellent 
opportunity for Societies to meet 
and swap experiences.  Asked to 
be Vice Chairman – I was elected 
Chairman in 2014 and have just 
completed my three-year term. 

This led to central activity and I 
stood to be elected as a trustee 
this year. I tied for fourth place 
and lost on the toss of a coin! I 
look forward to supporting your 
Chairman in the future.

Bill is
Blackwater’s

first
President



CHALLENGING  TRADITIONAL
VIEWS OF ART

In the December 2012 News-     
letter, I wrote an editorial asking 
the question “Does Art exist in all 
experience and human creation?” 

This related to the scope and remit 
of NADFAS – did ‘Decorative Fine 
Arts only refer to painting and 
sculpture?’ 

In 2018 we celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of NADFAS and it is 
interesting to go back to the 
beginning when ‘NADFAS was 
formed for the exchange of ideas 
and information ….to issue a 
directory of lecturers .....and 
explore the possibility of helping in 
houses and museums’. 

The Chiltern Antique Group was 
the pioneer ‘society’ and the first 
public meeting of NADFAS as a 
national organisation was in May 

1968, led by Patricia Fay. 

An overnight success, the form-
ation tapped into first the widening 
of the field of interest in the Arts 
for the general public rather than 
specialists; secondly to the huge 
market of comparatively well 
off women with ‘time on their 
hands’; and lastly the remit that 
NADFAS would provide quality 
lectures, to educate but also 
provide opportunities for individual 
members to give practical, 
volunteer help to the Arts. 

So with this background we have 
the current NADFAS (by the time 
this article appears re-branded as 
The Arts Society) which shows a 
growth in membership, evolution 
from a predominantly female 
society to a wider male/female mix 
and a change in definition of the 
scope and range of the education 
lectures.

So I return to my question and 
my quotation from the subject of 
this piece – John Berger. He will 
be remembered for the seminal 
book, TV programme and course 
material for the Open University – 
“Ways of Seeing”. 

Once more quoting from my article 
Berger says “When an image is 
presented as a work of art, the way 
people look at it is affected by a 
whole series of learnt assumptions 
about art.  Assumptions concerning 
“Beauty, Truth, Genius, Civilisation, 
Form, Status, and Taste etc”.

Berger died in 2017 at the age of 
90 and his tributes and obituaries 
remind us how influential he was. 

Coincidental on the formation of 
NADFAS, the Open University 
commenced in 1970 with found-
ation courses giving opportunity to 
a wide spectrum of society, many 
who had ended formal education 
before university or like me had a 
narrow, scientific and specialised 
tertiary education. 

Sally Potter, artist, writer and critic 
remembers Berger as “a charming, 
militant and dedicated critic and 
teacher”.  

He challenged accepted views of 
art to the dismay and objection of 
traditionalists like Kenneth Clark, 
Auberon Waugh and Stephen 
Spender. 

Feminists took strength and 
courage from his ideas particularly 
with the depiction of women in 

art.  “Men look at women – women 
watch themselves being looked 
at”.   Berger’s perspective is 
now mainstream and The Arts 
Society can continue the growth 
and appreciation of all the arts for 
the betterment of our society and 
culture.

Berger’s works include fiction as 
well as art history and criticism – 

‘Pig Earth’, ‘Once in Europe’ etc. 
but he will be best remembered for 
‘Success and Failure of Picasso’, 
‘Art and Revolution’ and collected 
essays but overwhelmingly for 
‘Ways of Seeing’. 

It has never been out of publication 
– find a copy and open your mind 
to Berger’s view of Art.

Bill Allen 

John Berger, 1926 - 2017

The Editor welcomes the sub-
mission of book reviews or 
general articles about up-com-
ing major exhibitions and events 
that might be of general interest 
to readers of the Blackwater 
Newsletter. Please email them 
to: pauldesmond4@gmail.com
The deadline is 30 November.



This year the church recorders 
will be concentrating on All Saints 
Church, Little Totham.  This Grade 
One listed Norman Church is 
adjacent to Little Totham Hall and 
a mile away from the present 
village.  It is now part of a benefice 
including Goldhanger and Great 
Totham. 

The south doorway has a 
magnificently carved round 
arch of three orders dating from 
approximately 1160. The two 
orders of columns are decorated 
with some unusual motifs. The 
door features hand-made iron nails 
and a separate sanctuary knocker. 

The nave also dates from the 12th 
century but was largely rebuilt in 
the 13th century when the chancel 
was enlarged. The 15th century font 
is octagonal with tracery depicting 
different architectural styles on 

each face.

Against the south wall there is a 
mid-17th century marble standing 
wall monument to Sir John 
Sammes and his wife Isabel and 
their son, who died in 1630 fighting 
in Flanders. Behind the altar lies 
the tomb of John Sammes who 
died in 1606. 

The stained glass east window 
was installed by Rev. Frederick 
Thomas Gardner as a memorial 
to his son, who was killed in the 
First World War.  The coloured 
glass elsewhere is Victorian while 
much of the clear glass in the other 
windows is medieval.

In the early 16th century a big west 
tower of stone with knapped flints 
was started but was later finished 
in timber and weather boarding 
and capped with a hollow timber 
spire. Its three bells can no longer 

be rung as repairs are needed to 
the bell frame and the chamber 
floor. There was some unobtrusive 
restoration in 1883 by Rev Ernest 
Geldart and Pevsner draws 
attention to the floor tiles.  A South 
porch was added. 

In 2001 an extension required the 
reopening of the north doorway 
which had been blocked internally 
for about 200 years.  English 
Heritage pronounced the door’s 
ironwork nationally important. 

Ian Tyers, of Sheffield University, 
concluded that the most accurate 
date for the north door was 1075 
but there were indications that 
it could be even older, reused 
probably from the adjacent Hall 
during restoration in the 16th 
century.

Grace Waight

A CHURCH OF NATIONAL
IMPORTANCE

There are many attractions to 
visit in Greenwich but it was 
undoubtedly the opportunity to see 
the newly restored Queen’s House 
that tempted most of us.  Close 
by was the large ‘Ship in a Bottle’ 
that occupied the fourth plinth in 
Trafalgar Square but has now 
found a more appropriate home. 

Divided into two groups, we 
followed our guides to discover 
more about the history of the 
house and its art.  Given the 
monumental classicism of the 
main Greenwich buildings, it is 
not hard to think the Palace of 
Greenwich: the red-brick Tudor 
birthplace of Henry VIII and both 
his daughters was his principle 
and favourite seat until Whitehall 
Palace was completed. …. but I 
digress and we must go forward to 
the Stuarts. 

Nowadays one forgets its’ long 

and chequered gestation as it sits 
in the perfect location, looking 
straight across the Thames to 
the Tower of London, jewel-like in 
classically ordered perfection. 

Internally the house continues to 
follow the classical proportions: 
the Great Hall, nominally a 40 
foot cube, no longer decorated 
with statues, wall hangings and 
pictures, is striking in its pared 
back simplicity, showing off the 
black and white marble floor and 
the gold splattered ceiling and 
upper walls.  Another highlight 
is the ‘Tulip stairs’, the earliest 
centrally unsupported stair in 
England.

Bedchambers, withdrawing rooms 
and the portraits and pictures…. 
Van Dyck, Gainsborough, Reynolds 
and Gentileschi amongst them.  
Portraits of royalty, courtiers, 

wealthy merchants, explorers, and, 
of course, many seafarers - the list 
is endless and well worth a future 
visit. After lunch we were free to 
choose, but I chose to go to the 
Emma Hamilton exhibition which 
told the story of a woman who rose 
from the gutter to the top of society 
with nothing but grit and charm.  

Emma is usually remembered 
merely as Nelson’s mistress, but 
this exhibition told the story of 
a life of extraordinary extremes.  
She was the most painted woman 
in Europe (Reynolds, Lawrence 
and George Romney, who was 
clearly in love with her).  After her 
marriage to Sir William Hamilton, 
she became the confidante of the 
Queen of Naples and played a 
political role at the Neapolitan court 
and then she met Nelson…..

Kate House

A visit to Greenwich



At the January lecture the 
Visits Team distributed 100 
questionnaires asking for feedback 
and ideas about the visits 
programme. We were gratified 
to receive 49 responses and a 
number of suggestions for the 
visits being planned for 2018.  

Both recent and long standing 
members were largely satisfied 
with the programme to date and 
were keen to continue participating 
in visits. Their enthusiasm was 
very welcome to those of us who 
spend many hours setting up the 
visits.

Members told us that they like a 
wide variety of art themes for visits 
whether they are in museums, 
gardens, stately homes or 
galleries.

The journey itself is important and 
up to a two hour drive remains our 
target for everyone’s comfort. 

Not everyone likes a two centre 
visit if it involves further travel 
but members appreciate having 
a variety of experiences to see 
and time to see thoroughly 

the parts that are of interest to 
individuals.  People want to have 
knowledgeable tour guides so that 
they learn from the information 
given.

We have compared the 
suggestions made with the 
list of previous venues (going 
back to 2005) and will aim to 
reflect your suggestions which 
included Norwich, Cambridge 
and more local venues in the next 
programme. 

We will try to include such venues 
outside London provided they meet 
our travel needs. 

Some suggestions were made for 
next year’s extended visit and we 
will be discussing these with your 
organising committee.  

It is likely that following the interest 
sparked by one of the lectures from 
the 2016 programme we will be 
able to set up a day at the Houses 
of Parliament. No promises though 
as we always have to prepare for 
the unexpected!

Marian Redding 

5 OCTOBER    
Sèvres Porcelain - Jane Gardiner 

A history of the Vincennes-Sèvres 
factory and its productions up to 
the French Revolution. 

This lecture will begin by looking 
at the patronage of Louis XV 
and Mme. de Pompadour, the 
establishment of the factory 
in the disused royal château 
of Vincennes, the fashion for 
porcelain flowers, the development 
of the early ground colours, such 
as bleu lapis and bleu celeste and 
the influence of François Boucher. 

It will go on to discuss the move to 
Sèvres and the creation of a truly 
Royal factory, the development 
of the later ground colours, the 
royal table services, the taste for 
porcelain- mounted furniture and 
the fashion for biscuit porcelain 
figures.     

2 NOVEMBER     
Treasures of the Turf – the 
fine and decorative arts of 
horseracing - Christopher 
Garibaldi 

From the late 17th century to the 
modern period this lecture looks 
at the development of the sport of 
horseracing in England through its 
associated cultural material. 

Using the wealth of paintings, 
archive material and decorative 
art objects associated with and 
depicting the ‘Sport of Kings’, the 
lecture will take as its starting 
point the earliest origins of the 
sport including the development of 
Newmarket and the Jockey Club 
as racing’s ‘Headquarters’. 

Treasures of the Turf also explores 
other influential racing circuits and 
because of the national nature of 
the sport can be adapted to include 
links to the local area.    

7 DECEMBER   
Will the Real Santa Claus please 
stand up - the Transformation of 
Saint Nicholas from Byzantium 
to Bari and Beyond - Janet 
Robson

Who is Santa Claus? The familiar 
image of the jolly fellow with the 
white beard and red suit was to 
a large degree the creation of 
American illustrator Thomas Nast 
in the 1860s. This lecture follows 
the various transformations of St. 
Nicholas through 1,600 years of 
history. Originating in Byzantine 
Turkey in the fourth century, 
the cult of ‘Nicholas of Myra’ 
was actually the result of two 
completely different Nicholases 
getting muddled up. In 1087, 

when a bunch of Italian sailors 
snatched the saint’s relics and took 
them back to Puglia, ‘Nicholas 
of Myra’ became ‘Nicholas of 
Bari’. Medieval Europe made St. 
Nicholas into one of the greatest 
miracle-workers of all time. 

His stories were painted 
everywhere. Saving poor girls 
from prostitution and sailors 
from shipwreck, rescuing boys 
from kidnappers, clerks from 
murderous innkeepers, and 
babies from boiling bathwater... 
Nicholas became the Mister Fix-
It of western sainthood. Add a 
propensity for gift-giving, and a 
feast-day during Advent, and what 
do you get...? Santa Claus. The 
ideal Christmas lecture!
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