
After two highly successful lectures 
on related aspects of the history of 
the Houses of Parliament, members 
are to be given a rare opportunity 
to visit both Houses, thanks to the 
hard work of our Visits team, Carole 
Tibballs and Marian Redding. 

Two guided tours are planned for 
23 March through courtesy of the 
MP for Maldon, John Whittingdale.  
The cost is £45 and the visit is 
open to members only in the first 
instance as numbers are limited.

Visits Co-Organiser Carole            
explained: “Tours of the Houses of 
Parliament take place only when the 
House is not in session.  This means 
that we can only visit after 3.30pm.  

“In addition numbers are strictly 
limited to 17 visitors per group.  
However, we have been given 
permission to bring two groups.”

The coach leaves St Bartholomew’s 
Church car park at 10:45am and 
should arrive about 12:45pm at 
Westminster Abbey where a two 
course lunch is arranged in the 
Cellarium restaurant, Deans Yard.

There will be time to explore 
Westminster Abbey or the 
surrounding historic area 
before going to the House.

Marian said: “Each tour, conducted 
by a professional guide, will last 
more than an hour and provide a 
unique insight into the workings 
of the Palace of Westminster.”

Details can be download 
from The Arts Society 
Blackwater website: www.
theartssocietyblackwater.org.uk

Blackwater sponsored a stone carving workshop at Heybridge Alternative 
Provision School last July.  Sculptor Mo Gardner worked with six Year 10 
pupils (four boys and two girls) for a full day and they created six very 
individual heads out of the oblong Celcon blocks. 

Mo didn’t bring a finished carved head with her so the pupils didn’t have 
a model to work towards, which probably helped to explain why the 
heads were all different. 

Each pupil started with an oblong block measuring 40 cms x 20 cms.  Mo 
coaxed them to start with the nose and then progress to the eyes. There 
was just a short line on each block to show the pupils where to begin.  
She told the pupils: “There is a face in the block just waiting to come 
out.”

Art teacher Victoria Phillips (pictured above) was delighted that all 
the pupils worked most industriously for the full day, which was most 
unusual, as normally pupils attend school for only half a day.

(Continued on page 6)

Supporting Stone Carving Workshop

Members to Visit the Palace of Westminster



MEET THE COMMITTEE Jane Anderson, Joint Programme Secretary
Jane has been a member of 
Blackwater for only two years but 
says that it feels much longer!  She 
was made very welcome at her first 
lecture and has made many new 
friends in the relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere at the monthly lectures.

Most of her working life has been as 
an optician but she actually started 
work in a bank. Jane decided, 
however, that banking was not for 
her after only nine months when 
she asked the manager when could 
she start taking the Bank exams.

His reply was to the effect that Jane 
was a girl and as such was not worth 
training as she would get married 
and leave - imagine someone 
saying that to a woman now! 

Jane had an aunt, an optician, 
who persuaded her that it was the 
career for her, so Jane applied to 
Leightons Opticians as a trainee.  

She was interviewed by two 
of the directors and all was 
going well, when one of them 
announced that they had never 
had a girl trainee and wondered 
if Jane would be any good at it. 

They had a chat between 
themselves for a few minutes; one 
thought it was a good idea and 
the other was not so sure.  But 
eventually they decided to give 
her a chance and took her on. 

Unfortunately the director, who 
was against having a girl trainee, 

was to be her boss and mentor!  He 
was very Dickensian and insisted 
on the use of surnames, even 
among the staff, and his way of 
doing things was the only way.  

However, Jane says that she was 
very lucky in having Frank Longe as 
her tutor because he instilled in her 
that every client was special and 
deserved the best that she could give 
them – and yes, he did decide in the 
end that it was worth training a girl!

Jane married in 1971 and had 
two children and worked part-
time while bringing them up. Jane 
went on to train as a contact lens 
optician and became a specialist in 

that field.  She owned an opticians 
practice in Maldon for 11 years 
and has managed companies with 
several practices but now just 
works an occasional day for friends.

Shortly after joining Blackwater 
Jane was recruited to help set up 
the audio system for the lectures 
and a while later she was asked 
to take over from Michael Thomas 
as Programme Secretary.  Patricia 
Pullen and Jane now share this 
roll and have had great fun 
booking some wonderful lecturers.

Jane is involved with various 
activities in Peldon where she has 
lived for 16 years; she runs a book 
group, is treasurer of a ladies club 
and secretary to the village hall 
management committee.   She 
says that she really doesn’t know 
how she found time to work! 

Price based on twin share. Minimum numbers
required. Normal booking conditions apply.

For more information on this tour contact your Group Organiser:

• 4* hotel
• Half board accommodation
• All excursions & guided tours included
• Entrance fees to non-National Trust

properties included
• Blue Badge guide on Days 2, 3 & 4
• Executive coach throughout

• Hughenden Manor
• Stratford upon Avon – guided tour
• Shakespeare’s Birthplace
• Baddesley Clinton
• Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery –

guided tour
• Museum of the Jewellery Quarter –

guided tour
• Royal Shakespeare Theatre – Behind

the Scenes Tour
• Cruise on the River Avon
• Charlecote Park
• Blenheim Palace – guided tour

We stay four nights on half board basis
at the 4* Mercure Walton Hall Hotel,
located in a countryside setting seven
miles from Stratford-upon-Avon
(http://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-
A0I8-mercure-warwickshire-walton-hall-
hotel-spa/index.shtml). Facilities at the
hotel include a restaurant, bar, indoor
swimming pool and a gymnasium. All
rooms are ensuite and feature a
hairdryer, television, telephone and tea &
coffee making facilities.

• Insurance £24
• Single room supplement £99
• Entrance fees to NT properties (free to

NT members)
• Gratuities

EXTRAS TO YOUR TOUR

ACCOMMODATION

WHAT WE WILL SEE

FEATURES

Shakespeare’s Stratford
upon Avon & the Heart
of England 

Blackwater DFAS presents

Margaret Galione
Tel: 01376 511423
Email: margaret.galione@gmail.com
...............................................................
2 Lodge Cottages, Faulkbourne,
Witham CM8 1SJ

Tailored Travel’s ATOL
number is 5605

5 days from £554  Departing 29th April 2018

View and share this tour online -  c l ick on View Your Tour at www.tai lored-travel .co.uk and quote blad181

Charlecote Park



Visit to a Royal’s Childhood Home 
Thirty two members travelled 
by coach to Kent in October to 
experience the house and gardens 
of Hever Castle, the childhood 
home of Anne Boleyn, the second 
queen consort of King Henry VIII. 

After refreshments and an 
introductory talk from Edward, 
one of Hever’s senior guides, we 
were free to explore, sampling the 
delights of both the historic house 
and extensive landscaped gardens. 

Taking historical accuracy to a new 
level, Edward had discussed the 
theory that much of Henry VIII’s 
bad behaviour came after a fall 
from his horse, which resulted in a 
brain injury. 

We were, therefore, able to 
consider the life and times of the 
original occupant, Anne Boleyn, 
with a new perspective!

Much loved house 

The house itself offered the 
atmosphere of a much loved 
family home, albeit a grand one, 
while revealing the history of its 
occupants and restorers. 

We heard that members of the 
Astor family were on site on the 
date of our visit and wondered if 
they had chosen the date knowing 
that The Arts Society Blackwater 
were visitors at the same time!  
Maybe not.

We were intrigued by the many 
paintings, labelled simply ‘in the 
English style’, and discussed this 
with one of the volunteers showing 
the long gallery.  We wondered 
who those unknowns were.  

Tranquil lake 

We walked around the tranquil 
lake and gardens in the bright 
sunshine (always a relief to see in 
October) and enjoyed stunning 
displays of flowers and trees. 

We avoided trying out the water 
maze as it seemed the youngsters 
using it were very wet.  A 
reasonable journey home time 
completed the day and we have 
pleasant memories of Hever.

Historic Notes
Hever Castle began as a country 
house in the 13th century and from 
1462 to 1539, it was the seat of the 
Boleyn family.  Anne Boleyn, the 
second queen consort of King Henry 
VIII, spent her early youth there. 

LOVE LETTERS:The year is 1528 
and Anne Boleyn is reading a 
love letter from Henry VIII while 
staying at Hever Castle to avoid 
Henry’s advances and escape the 
gossip and rumours surrounding 
his divorce from Catherine of 
Aragon.  Anne and Henry married 
secretly in 1533.  (Photos PD)

There have been three main periods 
in the construction of this historic 
castle. The oldest part dates to 1270 
and consisted of the gatehouse and a 
walled bailey. 

The second period was when the 
castle was converted into a manor in 
1462.  The third period of repair and 
renovation was in the 20th century, 
when it was acquired by William 
Waldorf Astor. 

The property came into the 
possession of Henry VIII after the 
death of Anne’s father, Thomas 
Boleyn, in 1539.  He bestowed it upon 
Anne of Cleves in 1540 as part of the 
settlement following the annulment of 
their marriage.  

William Waldorf Astor, a wealthy 
American businessman and 
newspaper publisher, used it as 
a family home, adding the Italian 
garden to display his collection of 
statuary and ornaments.  In 1983, 
the Astor family sold the castle to 
Broadland Properties Limited run 
by the Guthrie family.  The estate is 
now used as a conference centre but 
the castle and grounds are open to 
the public. 

The castle consists of three floors 
containing antique furniture, Anne 
Boleyn’s prayer books, instruments 
of torture, and a large collection of 
Tudor paintings. 

Marian Redding



THREE JOINT WINNERS OF THE  
Blackwater members were invited to take part in 
an arts and crafts competition in November to find 
works to represent our society at national level.  The 
response was very encouraging with items ranging 
from paintings and embroidery to needlework and 
photography.  

Victoria Phillips, the independent judge from 
Heybridge Alternative Provision School, commented 
afterwards: “The standard of entries was very high 
indeed, which made it most difficult to choose the 
best but these three were certainly outstanding.”

In this edition we talk to the three joint winners – 
Valeria Grimwood, Tony Chick and Ivana Cecconi 
Bowes - about their works of art and what inspired 
them.

Following the competition, Alec Fraser photographed 
each item; the photographs were forwarded to Essex 
Area for exhibition at its February meeting and in 
May, the three Blackwater pieces will be included 
in a national exhibition at The Arts Society’s annual 
meeting in Birmingham, as part of the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations.

VALERIE GRIMWOOD
The winning entry from retired 
science teacher Valeria Grimwood 
(above) is a needlepoint lace fan 
and box set in very fine spun silk, 
with soft gentle colours.

“I just loved making it.  The lace 
has been twisted, otherwise it 
would have got too flossy.  I had to 
send away for the fan, which does 
actually open and close,” she said.

Valerie’s interest in needle lace 
began when she attended a class 
organised by the English Lace 
School and quickly realised that 
this particular craft was something 
she had an aptitude for and 
thoroughly enjoying doing. 

Writes two books

Some years later after she had 
created a jacket with Venetian lace 
she was approached and asked if 
she had ever considered writing 
a book on the subject to help 
newcomers to the craft.

She gave it some thought and 
agreed.  Valerie explained: “The 
books that were available at the 
time were very good but possibly 
a little too advanced for someone 

coming to the hobby for the first 
time.  

“I always liked to see diagrams 
so that I know exactly where the 
needle should go so I thought 
I would write a book from this 
perspective.”

Her first adventure into publishing 
– “Starting Needlepoint Lace” – 
was well received and she was 
encouraged to follow up with 
a second book, “New Ideas in 
Needlepoint Lace”.

Science & Arts

Valerie added: “I’ve always dabbled 
in very different subjects.  

“At school I took biology, chemistry 
and art so I think I was destined 
to combine both science and the 
arts.  I just find needlepoint lovely 
to do.”

Valerie went on to spend most 
of her professional career in 
secondary education, retiring from 
Westcliffe High School as a senior 
science teacher but continued as a 
children’s bereavement counsellor 
for some years afterwards.

When not engaged in needlepoint 

TONY CHICK
It’s not every day that someone 
hires a boat so they can capture a 
particular winter view of Maldon’s 
Hythe Quay from midstream in 
the Blackwater River.  But retired 
architect Tony Chick did just that 
and the resulting painting proved a 
winner in the competition.

Tony took a series of photographs 
and selected this view to 
reproduce a very fine water colour 
painting of the snow covered 
landscape about a decade ago.

“I wanted to paint a picture of the 
boats viewed from the river, not 
the land, and with St Mary the 
Virgin Church in the background 
so I hired a boat for an hour,” he 
recalled.

Became a Partner

Tony developed his passion for 
art only when he retired in the 
late 1990s after a lifetime as an 

Valerie spends much of her spare 
time bead making and painting.  
She is a member of Chelmsford Art 
Group and Boreham Art Group. 



BLACKWATER ARTS COMPETITION

IVANA COCCONI BOWES
They say that when you retire you 
never seem to have enough time 
in the day to do all the things you 
planned while working.  And that is 
very much the experience of Ivana 
Cocconi Bowes. 

Ivana spent her working life in the 
hectic world of London’s fashion 
industry, designing evening and 
wedding dresses, before moving 
to Coggeshall and turning her 
attention to her many hobbies over 
time.

Master craftsman

“When I first moved to Coggeshall 
I worked with plants.  But I’m 
naturally a very creative person 
and now I spend my time painting, 
sewing, making mosaics, beading 
or jewellery,” she explained. 

architect.  

He began his professional career 
with a pupillage with Stanley Bragg 
Partnership, initially in Witham.  
He later attended the Architectural 
Association School in London 
before returning to the practice, 
then in Colchester, and, in time, 
becoming a partner in the firm. 

Doubleday studio

“With studying and then practising 
as an architect, I just didn’t have 
the free time to paint until I 
retired”, he said.

Tony devotes as much of his time 
to painting as he can.  He is an 
active member of Kelvedon and 
Feering Art Club.  He is also a 
regular attendee at art classes 
held at the Great Totham studio 
of acclaimed sculptor John 
Doubleday. 

“I’ve learned a great deal from 
John.  He encourages you to 
experiment with colour you 

“I have been drawing all my life but 
about two years ago I decided to 
teach myself how to paint in water 
colours. My husband is a great 
photographer and I was inspired 
to do this picture from one of his 
photographs of Watery Lane at 
Stisted,” she said.

Renown mosaic school

Ivana comes from an artistic 
family.  Both her parents were 
from northeast Italy where her 
father was a master craftsman 
specialising in mosaics, a craft he 
continued to practice when he 
moved to England with his family.

Although both parents are no 
longer alive, she continues to 
maintain close ties with Spilimbdrgo, a 
small town notable as the home of the 
Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli (Mosaic 
School), founded in 1922.

Paul Desmond

wouldn’t normally think of doing,” 
he added.



SUPPORTING STONE CARVING WORKSHOP

The Church Recorders have 
been working  hard  during    
2017.  Recording at St Giles 
Church in Langford has been 
completed and compilation 
of the record is underway.  

Six of the nine sections have 
been checked by an Essex Area 
Church Recorder and amended 
as necessary.  The completed 
sections are memorials, 
metalwork, woodwork, textiles, 
paintings and miscellaneous. 

Typing of stonework, library and 
windows - the remaining three - are 
being checked and photographs 
inserted. Then, together with an 
introduction, they will be sent 
for checking as soon as possible. 

We have been completely 
revising the recording previously 
done at All Saints Church in 
Little Totham at the request   of  
The Arts Society in London.    

This is a Grade One listed Norman 
church, which is adjacent to 
Little Totham Hall.  As a result 
of an extension in 2001 the 
north doorway was reopened 
for the first time in 200 years.  

Recording of the text is almost 
complete and Recorders have 
been concentrating on the typing 
of their notes during the winter.  

As the original photographs were 
not taken in a digital format we have 
been asked to digitally take them 
again. There are a lot to do and our 
photographer is working hard to get 
Langford finished first. Therefore, 
it is unlikely that he can start on 
Little Totham before this spring.

Grace Waight, Group Leader

Diary Note
The Church Recorders will meet 
again in April at All Saints’ 
Church, Little Totham, to continue 
recording.  Anyone wishing to take 
part should contact Grace Waight 
for more information. 

Valuable Records being Digitalised

Grace (centre) confers with team members Sylvia Frost and Anne 
Walklett.

She was so pleased with the sculptures that she asked the two pupils, who 
produced the best heads, to mentor two Key Stage 3 pupils to create heads 
with spare blocks.

The stone heads will contribute to the pupils’ GCSE Art course work.  The 
sculptures were also displayed at The Maeldune Heritage Centre in Maldon 
as part of the town’s  Art Trail last September and at Maldon Library in 
October.  Eventually, they will be on display in the school’s garden. 

Victoria thanked the society for sponsoring Mo’s fees, expenses and the 
cost of materials, and said:  “I can honestly say that out of the ten years 
I’ve been teaching here, the sculpture workshop was one of the best 
days, if not THE best!”

Stephanie Jones

(Continued from page 1)

************************************



David Anderson - Chair writes

Blackwater Chair David Anderson presented book tokens to Charles 
Woods on his retirement as projectionist. 

Charles joined the then Blackwater Decorative and Fine Arts Society 
about 20 years ago when he retired as he was particularly interested in 
art and history.  

A few years later he was asked to take over as projectionist when the 
incumbent decided it was time to stand down and Charles has diligently 
fulfilled that role for the past 17 years. 

Following last season’s popular 
lectures and our AGM in June, your 
committee has been busy planning 
the programme for this year and 
adopting our new name, The Arts 
Society Blackwater.  

I am greatly indebted to our 
webmaster, Dr Bill Allen, and our 
IT consultant, Andy Pierson, for 
smoothly making all the necessary 
changes to our website etc.

Our programme of lectures has 
been well supported by members.  
Our day visit to Hever Castle was 
another success story for the visits 
team.  

Our Christmas lunch on 14 
December at Le Bouchon 
restaurant, Heybridge, was a sell 
out with 50 members attending.

Guest speakers for 2018 are fully 
booked and, in particular, I would 
draw members’ attention to the 
Day of Special Interest on 12 
March.  

The very popular lecturer Peter 
Medhurst will be talking about 
Vivaldi in Venice.  

Our extended visit, led by Margaret 
Galione, will be to Shakespeare’s 
Stratford upon Avon and The Heart 
of England.  Limited places are still 
available.

A visit in March, which is bound to 
be very popular, is a guided tour of 
the Palace of Westminster.  Again, 
members should book early to 
avoid disappointment.

Spring display

Our big event last November 
was the Arts Fest Exhibition of 
members’ work.  The items of 
art covering many genres were 
adjudicated by Victoria Phillips, 
Head of Art at Heybridge Co-
operative Academy.  Her three 
selected works were then 
photographed by Alec Fraser.  

The resulting photos were sent 
to Area for their Spring display 
before being sent on for exhibition 
at National’s AGM.  Victoria 
commented on the high quality of 
our members’ exhibits.

This year will see the conclusion of 
the Arts Fest National Exhibition.  
In addition, to celebrate The Arts 
Society’s Golden Jubilee, Area 
will be exhibiting in Braintree 
in September a display of its 
members’ work.  Blackwater will 
contribute work and we have set 
up a sub-committee to plan our 
display.

As membership has reduced 
slightly in the last year, we have 
also set up a small group to try 
and boost membership to 200.  
Members are asked to help this 
initiative by recruiting friends, 
relations etc.

I finish with a personal word of 
thanks to our very capable and 
hardworking committee and all our 
other volunteers. 

I will establish this Spring a new 
annual coffee morning for all our 
volunteers.  These members are 
vital to our Society so that we can 
continue to operate at the current 
high level.

.....and all that Jazz
Our Joint Programme Secretaries, 
Jane Anderson and Patricia Pullen, 
were very much on the ball last 
year when they booked Sally 
Hoban to give a lecture on Art 
Deco - Fashion and Style during 
The Age of Jazz for our June 
meeting.

For unknown to them at the time, 
The Arts Society was finalising 
arrangement, with the Bulldog 
Trust, to stage an exhibition on The 
Age of Jazz.  

The exhibition, which is expected 
to attract more than 50,000 
visitors, is to mark the Society’s 
Golden Jubilee.

The venue is Two Temple Place, 
near Victoria Embankment in 
London, and runs from 22 January 
until 22 April.  Admission is free 
and booking is not required, unless 
visiting as a group of 10 or more. 

A special thank you to Charles

************************************



Seasonal Celebrations at Le Bouchon 

Editorial

The Arts Society Blackwater Newsletter is edited by Paul 
Desmond.  Articles, reviews and other contributions 

welcomed.  Photography by
Alec Fraser, unless otherwise stated.

Copy deadline for the Summer 2018 edition is 10 June 
2018.

Members enjoy Christmas lunch at Le Bouchon Brasserie in Heybridge.   (Photos PD)


