
BDFAS Stall at Christmas Fayre 

BDFAS members are being 
given an opportunity to help 
shape the programme of places 
the society may visit. 

Members are being invited 
to complete a short survey, 
launched at the January 
lecture, and encouraged to 
offer thoughts and ideas for 
future visits.  The survey is 
also available on the society’s 
website.

The Visits Team, Marian 
Redding and Carole Tibballs, 
explained the reason for 
the survey is “so we can be 
confident that the venues 

and working with them to 
develop programmes for each 
trip. 

Marian said: “In some cases we 
sample the venue or exhibition 
prior to confirming that we will 
go there.  

To do this we meet the local 
events organisers to discuss in 
detail what we require and to 
assess the travel and access 
implications. 

“We work quite a long way in 
advance; for example, in the 
early part of this year, we will be 
putting together a programme of 
places of general interest to visit  
for 2018,”  explained Carole.

Pictured at the Christmas Fayre are 
Stephanie Jones, Sheila Bates and 
Sue Roache.

Have your say in shaping future 
BDFAS Visits Programme

YOUNG ARTS : please turn to page three for a full report.

and events we choose are 
acceptable to the majority.”

The role of the team includes 
planning for future visits, 
making contact with the venues 



Meet the Committee - David Anderson, Chairman
David is proud to describe 
himself as “an Essex boy”.  He 
was born in Hornchurch during 
an air raid in the early days of 
the London Blitz.  His family, 
partly Scottish from Morayshire 
and partly Huguenot, settled, 
after World War Two, initially in 
Upminster and later in Aberdeen 
on his father’s promotion in 
journalism.

Leaving Upminster Primary 
after passing the Eleven Plus 
examination David attended 
Aberdeen Grammar School, one 
of Scotland’s oldest schools.  
Some 650 years old its most 
celebrated pupil was Lord 
Byron.  On leaving senior school 
he studied accountancy while 
an articled clerk in Aberdeen 
and then in the City of London; 
his studies took him to both 
Aberdeen University and the 
London School of Economics.

Back in Essex David lived in 
Upminster and then in Hutton 
where he met and married a 
local girl.  His best man at the 
wedding was Ed Bates, the late 
husband of his new partner 
Sheila.  During this period he 
was a very active sportsman 
being involved in golf, squash 
and his favourite sport, rugby.  
Today he maintains an active 
role with Brentwood Rugby 
Club, 50 years after joining as a 
member.

After several minor jobs, he 
joined a major clothing supplier 
to Marks & Spencer, based 
in Romford.  David eventually 
became Group Finance Director 
before the business was later 
sold to a competitor.  After 
working as a consultant to the 
merged group, he resigned and 
started his own business.

Always interested in gardens 
and landscapes, he studied 
for a diploma in garden design 
at Writtle College and for the 

next ten years enjoyed a very 
successful career in his new 
chosen profession before 
retiring.

Since then David has been 
very active in health matters, 
firstly as a Governor at Basildon 
Hospital for nine years and 
more recently working on 
hospital inspections and patient 
awareness in the Mid and 
North East Essex areas.  He 
is a strategic ambassador for 
Healthwatch Essex and is a 
board member of the Maldon 
Hospital Project.  He is also 
a member of Blackwater 
Surgery’s PRG.

David was introduced to 
NADFAS some two to three 
years ago by his partner 
Sheila, who has been a BDFAS 
committee member for five 

years and specialises in young 
arts and heritage matters.

David’s interest in art started 
with his Scottish grandfather 
who was a keen amateur 
artist.  While at school David 
won the North of Scotland art 
appreciation prize.  Today he 
is particularly interested in 
classical painting and Georgian 
glass.  He also collects Scottish 
provincial silver teaspoons 
dating from before the mid-
1800s.

Twigs on
Gardens

Gardens and Plants appear 
in paintings of all periods 
and cultures. Concentrating 
on European art, this talk 
will analyse the role that 
gardens and plants have to 
play in furthering the viewers’ 
understanding of the ‘story’ of 
the painting. 

We will trace the ways in which 
the backdrop of a garden, the 
inclusion of a flower, or just the 
drop of a  petal, fills the painting 
with meaning all too often 
missed by the modern gallery 
visitor. 

From the famous still lives of the 
Dutch 16th and 17th century, to 
the pre-Raphaelite ‘medieval’ 
garden, and the Victorian genre 
painting, all will be revealed 
by asking ‘why is that garden 
there’?

This season’s Study Day will 
be held on 27 February and 
the theme will be Art and the 
Garden: gardens as symbol and 
setting in art from medieval to 
modern times.  The lecturer will 
be Dr Twigs Way MA PhD.



Young Arts 
Project 
at Plume 
School
As described in the last 
newsletter, a print workshop 
was sponsored by Blackwater 
DFAS at the Plume School in 
June.

The purpose was to provide a 
‘masterclass’ in Monoprinting  
for  teachers in the art 
department  so that they could 
teach all of the 600 pupils in 
years 7&8 to create prints to 
decorate the Plume Lower 
School building. Karenza 
Jackson, local artist and 
printmaker, lead the workshop. 
We would now like to provide 
more details of the day as it was 
a very special occasion.

Kevin Flower, the Head of Art 
arranged for the eight staff to 
meet together for a morning 
in the large art studio at the 
Mill Road Campus on a school 
INSET Day.  For a few hours, 
the art teachers were able to 
concentrate on printmaking 
together, away from the normal 
pressures of the classroom. 

Karenza demonstrated three 
types of Monoprinting, starting 
with the most straightforward, 
Monoprinting with stencils. This 
was followed by Monoprinting 
with accent colour and then 
Monoprinting with collage. The 
art teachers tried out each 
technique in turn, creating their 
own designs but mostly with a 
floral theme. 

The energy and pleasure that 
the teachers brought to the task 
of honing their print making 

skills was palpable. There was a 
real buzz in the studio.

As one of the teachers said, ‘It 
is the first time we have worked 
together as a team of artists’. 
Another said, ‘It is great to be 
adding to my armoury of skills.’ 

At the end of the morning, all 
of the prints were hung on a 
line to dry and Kevin asked 
Karenza if she would choose a 
winning design. To everyone’s 
pleasure, she chose a design 
from the newest member of 
the department. All of the staff 
thanked Karenza for an inspiring 
morning.

In the afternoon, Karenza and 
Kevin were videoed talking 
about monoprinting and her 
work as a printmaker. She 
explained how most of her 
inspiration came from the 
natural world and how she 
spent hours outside sketching in 
preparation for her printmaking. 

She had brought some of her 
monoprints with her and these 
were discussed in some detail. 
She then demonstrated the 
three techniques she had taught 

in the morning, breaking down 
each technique into small 
stages. 

The videoing, by a member 
of the art department, went 
very smoothly, all in one take. 
The content has been edited 
however, to ensure that the 
video is of a suitable length for 
use in the classroom. 

As we write this report, the 
video is being used with the 
Lower School pupils who are 
engaged in the print project 
which will last for the second 
half of the autumn term. 

The video will be a valuable 
resource for the art department 
to use with future Lower School 
groups and examination 
groups, exclusively within 
Plume School. The one day 
workshop will therefore have 
long lasting benefits for the art 
curriculum. 

Stephanie Jones 

Pictured (left to right) teacher 
Anne-Lisa Rose, artist Karenza 
Jackson and Stephanie Jones. 
examining one of the prints.



BDFAS Seeks New Treasurer
Our Treasurer Mary Ranson will be stepping down shortly 
from her position after many years of service.  The society is 
therefore seeking someone to take over the role, which is not 
an arduous job and training can be provided.

The annual Church Crawl in 
July was centred on the Dengie 
Hundred Peninsula to the east 
of Chelmsford.  More than 50 
NADFAS members from around 
Essex met at St Mary the Virgin 
Church in Burnham on Crouch 
at 10.30am on a lovely sunny 
morning. 

After coffee and biscuits, our 
leader for the day, Graham 
Brereton, the Church Recording 
Area Representative, presented 
his lecture on the delights of 
the church. There has been a 
church on this site since 1155 
but it has been added to and 
altered many times over the 
centuries.  Near the end of the 
18th century the church caught 
fire and had to be virtually 
rebuilt.  

The church has a plastered, 
barrel ceiling with plain windows 
giving extra light to the nave. 
Graham pointed out the many 
unusual memorials around 
the church and a very fine 17th 
century chandelier.

The next visit was to the parish 
church of St James Dengie, a 
charming, mainly 14th century 
building. There was a lot to see 
in this church including many 
head stops carved by a past 
vicar and pretty windows. The 
pews have small doors and 
intricately carved poppy ends.

After lunch the mainly 19th 
century church of St Lawrence 
Newland was visited.  Situated 

Dengie
Church
Crawl

on St Lawrence Hill, it has 
commanding views over the 
river Blackwater from Danbury 
to the North Sea. This is the 
third building on this site and 
incorporates elements of the 
former 14th century church.

The last church of the day’s 
crawl was St Thomas Bradwell 
on Sea, which has a 14th century 
nave and 18th century tower. 
This is a large church with 
mostly 18th and 19th century 
fittings.  A very welcome cup 
of tea awaited us here before 
travelling home after a very 
interesting and informative day.

Grace Waight

2 February To the far side of 
the world: Captain James Cook 
and the Enlightenment 
The lecture explores the im-
pact of his three extraordinary 
voyages of discovery on Euro-
pean thought, art and science:       
lecturer is Peter Warwick

2 March The Boy Who Bit Pi-
casso: a childhood friendship: 
lecturer Anthony Penrose

6 April Vermeer’s Shadow: Han 
Van Meegeren, Master Forger: 
lecturer Malcolm Kenwood 

11 May (Please note this is the 
second Thursday in the month) 
The History of the Harp from 

Mediterranean antiquity to 20th 
century Europe.  The lecture 
traces the history of one of the 
world’s most ancient and be-
loved musical instruments: lec-
turer Sarah Deere-Jones LRAM 
LGS

1 June Gustav Klimt, Fin de 
Siécle Sensualist (1862-1918).  
This talk explores Klimt’s artis-
tic development and place him 
within his cultural context: lec-
turer Eric Shanes. 

Members and guests are in-
vited to a cheese and wine 
party after this lecture.

6 July Horace Walpole and 
Strawberry Hill: “The creator 
of his little gothic ‘castle’ by 
the Thames at Twickenham – 
Strawberry Hill”: lecturer John 
Iddon BA PGCE MA

The AGM precedes this lec-
ture at 10.00am

The first lecture in the new 
season 2017-2018 will be on 
5 October: Sèvres Porcelain:   
lecturer Jane Gardiner MA

Lecture Dates
for 
Your Diary



Basic recording is now complete 
at St Giles Church in Langford 
and the work of assembling the 
complete record has started. 

The record consists of an 
introduction and nine sections 
which need to be typed and the 
photographs inserted.  

Once this is done an Area 
Church Recorder will carry out a 
further check on it. 

So far three sections, consisting 
of the metalwork, textiles and 
paintings, have been checked 
and amended as necessary. 

Two more sections - the 
memorials and miscellaneous 
- have now gone for checking.  
During the winter the remainder 
will hopefully be completed. 

Copies will be made for the 
church, the V & A, Church 
Care Library, Historic England 
and Essex Record Office.  The 
church will receive a bound 
copy which should be presented 
at a service in the church.

All Saints’ Church

NADFAS wanted the record 
for All Saints’ Church in Little 
Totham checked and all the 
photographs redone as they 
were not in a digitalised format.   
Some work on this has been 
started but work stopped at the 
end of November. 

We intend to start again in 
March 2017 and there is much 
to do if we are to complete the 
record in 2017.  

Any new helpers would be 
most welcome.  Details of the 
sessions will be put on the 
BDFAS website. 

     Grace Waight

Church Recorders Needed

As a new boy I am looking 
forward to being at the helm 
of Blackwater NADFAS for the 
next three years and continuing 
the excellent work of Sue 
Roache.  

Fortunately I am able to count 
on the support of a very capable 
and hard-working committee 
many of whom are also new to 
their roles.  

As a group, we are determined 
to ensure that our Society 
will flourish with stimulating 
programmes of lectures and 
visits while maintaining our work 
in the local community in the 
areas of heritage and young 
arts.

Our lectures have proved to 
be of the highest quality.  Our 

sole visit was to East Anglia 
to experience both Snape and 
Dedham.  Future visits include 
Greenwich, Cornwall and the 
City of London.  

Both the programmes and visits 
teams are surveying members 
to ascertain possible topics for 
future lectures and events.  The 
use of pop-up visits may well be 
included in the future.

The use of surveys is a further 
example of engagement 
between the committee and 
members.  

Another example is the use 
of members’ badges.  I hope 
this will encourage better 
communication between all.  
However, don’t forget if you 
have any ideas or comments, 
good or bad, please let us have 
them!

As Chairman I get to attend 
meetings of Essex Area 
NADFAS.  This enables me to 
network with the other 11 Essex 
societies.  It is pleasing to report 
that as the fourth largest, we 
compare very favourably in 
most areas.  

At the autumn meeting, we were 
addressed by Michael Shirley, a 
National Trustee of NADFAS.   

He informed us that the 
current important project was 
the rebranding of NADFAS, 
including a new logo.  Details 
will be announced at the AGM in 
May.  

Preparations for the Golden 
Jubilee in 2018 are also taking 
place and include a more 
dynamic and user-friendly web 
site.

David Anderson

Chairman’s Column



From Britten to Munnings in One Day
These days Snape Maltings in 
Suffolk is known for its delightful 
setting on the River Alde and 
is famous for the Aldeburgh 
Festival of Music and the Arts 
held each June.

On our visit in October we 
were free to explore and enjoy 
the very nice clothes, antique, 
food and gift shops or take one 
of the many walks along the 
river which one of our party 
did. There was even time for 
a leisurely lunch.  By 1.30pm 
quite a few bags were seen 
going back on the coach!

The origins of Snape Maltings 
go back to the 1800’s when 
the local entrepreneur Newson 
Garrett decided to make use of 
the already busy port of Snape 
to export barley on Thames 
Barges around Britain and to 
Europe.  He was soon exporting 
17,000 quarters of barley a year 
(a quarter being 28lbs). By the 
1850’s the London breweries 
could not meet the demand for 
malt so Newson converted to 
malting the barley and exported 
that instead.  All went well until 
1960 when the company went 
into liquidation.

Seven acres of industrial 
buildings became vacant to 
which was added dwellings and 
an inn to make 30 acres in all to 
be put on the market for sale.

At that time composer Benjamin 
Britten was looking for a new 
location for his annual festival 
and decided the largest malting 
building was perfect for a 
concert hall and thus today 
this has been developed to be 
a wonderful concert hall with 
studios and rehearsal rooms 
and a restaurant.  Young 
musicians have been supported 
and educated here, including 
Rostropovich, Elisabeth 
Soderstrom and Julian Bream.

The remaining buildings are 
now the collection of shops and 
art galleries we know today.

Our next stop was Dedham and 
the Munnings Museum.  Sir 
Alfred James Munnings (1878-
1959) was born at Mendham in 
Suffolk where his father ran the 
watermill.  Sir Alfred is known as 
one of England’s finest painters 
of horses.  He studied at the 
Norwich School of Art and spent 
time with the Newlyn School of 
painters in Cornwall.

He was declared unfit to fight 
in the First World War due to 
the fact he lost the sight of one 
eye in 1898 as a result of an 
accident with a blackberry bush: 
instead he went to the front as 
a war artist with the Canadian 
Cavalry.

In 1944 Sir Alfred became 
president of the Royal Academy 
of Art but was a contentious 
figure as he railed against 
‘modernism’.   After the war 
his wealth came primarily from 
prestigious commissions, which 
enabled him to buy his elegant 
house in Dedham - ‘his dream 
house’ set in wonderful grounds 
just outside the village, where 
he lived with his second wife 
until his death in 1959 at Castle 
House.

His wife turned their home into 
the museum it is today.  It is as 
he left it, a home, which makes 
for very special spaces to show 
a wide range of his paintings, 
sculptures and sketches.  These 
works include not only formal 
and informal horse paintings but 
rural scenes with gypsies, which 
were my personal favourites.

Our group was free to enjoy 
the museum, the grounds, his 
studio and even find time for 
tea and cake in the garden 
cafe before leaving for home.  
An enjoyable day for us all in 
what is a very beautiful part of 
England.

Carole Tibballs

The Red Prince Mare, 
dating from 1921, is widely 
considered one of Munnings 
most impressive and significant 
works.  It sold at Sotheby’s in 
2007 for a record $7,848,000.



Conserving Priceless Book Collection
What do you do when you 
would like to help conserve 
books but there are no 
suitable stately homes within 
a convenient distance of your 
NDFAS base?  

This was the question puzzling 
BDFAS member Sheila Bates 
and her colleagues in the 
fledgling Heritage Volunteers 
group.  Until, that is, they 
realised the answer was on their 
doorstep.  

Some years earlier another 
BDFAS member, Charlie 
Middleton had gone around the 
historic Plume Library collection 
in Maldon twice, single-
handedly cleaning and dressing 
the books.  

They approached the library in 
St Peter’s Tower on Market Hill 
to see if they could start a new 
project and were welcomed with 
open arms.  

NADFAS and Friends of the 
Plume Library helped fund 
specialist training, which was 
carried out by Essex Record 
Office.

The cleaning team, Sheila 
Bates (pictured above), Jane 
Anderson (centre) and Robin 

Meares (right), had been book 
cleaning for several months 
before Sue Roache, Sylvia 
Frost and Sheila started a 
book shoes project in 2014.  
Both teams spend two hours 
per week on their respective 
projects.

Thomas Plume was born in 
Maldon in 1638 and became 
vicar of Greenwich and later 

archdeacon of Rochester.  
Besides leaving his library to his 
native town in 1704, he founded 
the Professorship of Natural 
Philosophy and Astronomy at 
Cambridge.

During his time in Greenwich 
the Royal Observatory was 
founded and so it is not 
surprising to find in his library 
treatises on astronomy as 
well as chemistry, mechanics, 
maths, botany, anatomy and 
many of the philosophical 
transactions published by the 
Royal Society.

While bequests of books to a 
parish were not unusual in the 
17th century, it was unusual to 
provide them with a purpose-
built home.  By 1700 Plume 
had completed the building, 

which consists of a tower and 
rectangular, two storey addition 
built over the ruins of St Peter’s 
redundant medieval church.  

It provided a schoolroom for 
Maldon Grammar School and 
housed his library on the upper 
floor.  The juxtaposition of tower 
and library was deliberate to 
emphasise the separation of 
secular and spiritual authority.

The bulk of the 7,000 and more 
titles were acquired by his own 
diligent purchasing and many 
bear the crests of famous men, 
including Sir Francis Bacon.  

The books arrived in Maldon 
arranged only by size and that 
is how they remain today.  A 
modest man, Plume forbade his 
portrait to be brought into his 
library, a wish that continues to 
be honoured.

Sheila Bates

Editorial

Articles and photographs 
for inclusion in the summer 
edition of the newsletter 
should be sent to The Editor 
at pauldesmond4@gmail.com

The deadline for submissions 
is 1 June.



The annual Christmas Dinner at 
The Bull in Great Totham

Photographs by 
Alec Fraser


